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To build them any other way 
would be to destroy the 
P craftsman's philosophy we've 
lived by for over 70 years. 
The philosophy that 
demands each Triumph 
weld be done by hand. 
Every inch of Triumph 
chrome be triple-plated. 
Because in the British 
tradition, we've chosen to nurture 
quality, not quantity. Every man 
and woman at Triumph's home in 
Coventry, England takes as much 


We'll never replace them. 

Because no matter how 
difficult the job, no matter how 
large the order, Triumphs will 
always be built one-by-one. And 
by hand. 








THE 1978 TRIUMPH IS 
. STILL MADE WITH THE MOST 
SOPHISTICATED TOOLS 
AVAILABLE. 


pride in building each Triumph as 
you will in owning it. 

And their devotion shows. 

Right down to the classic 
Triumph pinstriping we've done 
by hand for over 40 years. Just 
another indication ofthe care and 
craftsmanship we put into every 
Triumph we build. 

All of which comes down to 
this. Many motorcycles on the 
market lend themselves to 
computerized mass-production. 
But never the Triumph. 

Legends are, and always will 
be, made by men. 


Triumph Motorcycles America, 177 W. E Crandefhtme Ave., P.O. Box 1060, Placentia, CA 92670 
To locate your nearest Triumph dealer, call 800-824-5136 (Operator 68). 


In California call 800-852-7631 (Operator 68). 
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A.MX'er, $25.95 B. Cardigan, $27.95 C. Open Road, $25.95 D. Tourer, $25.95 E.Wheelie, $22.50 
Specify Style, Men's or Women's, Color and Size. Add $2.50 for shipping 


Bates Sweaters ...for the look 
you'd love to give...or get. 


The perfect sweater for riding or relaxing. Warm, comfortable, 
machine washable and a great way to say you're a biker. The 
MX'er, Tourer and Wheelie styles come in standard weight ... 
the Cardigan and Open Road in a lighter, more active weight. 
Whichever you choose, you won't go wrong if it's Bates. 


Complete Bates color Catalog on Leathers, 
Apparel, and Accessories, $2.00 


BATES) BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 
-= P.O. Box 240-CW, Long Beach, CA 90806 


the “quality people” 
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1979 Fat Bob Super Glide 


NOW THE ULTIMATE STREET BIKE 
IS A MATTER OF CHOICE. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON HAS NEVER FORGOTTEN 
THE BASIC RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN MAN AND MOTORCYCLE. 


In motorcycling, as with everything else in life, there 
is an opportunity to climb to the top of the mountain. 
To be number one. It's also a fact of life, that only a 
relative few have what it takes to go for the top. 

For those of you who do, 1200 cc's of raw jl 
V-Twin power will be placed at your immediate ZA 
disposal—served up two ways: Let’s start with the 
more familiar. The 1979 Super Glide® 


No stock street cycle has ever possessed a larger 
engine displacement. No stock street cycle has ever 
claimed to pull off 20 to 50 mph in 5 seconds flat— 
without shifting! Even with a passenger on board. 

That’s more than an awesome show of power. 
That’s the kind of ready-when-you-need-it benefit that’s 
vital in the real world of Peterbilts, Greyhounds and 
station wagon drivers who “just didn’t see you? 

For 1979, we've taken the Super Glide and provided 
you with an additional lean, low and powerful choice. 

The Introduction of the Fat Bob. For those of you 
who asked us for a Super Glide with a fat bob gas tank, 
nowyou have it. The tank is split with the instrument 


We support the Motorcycle Saftey Foundation and the A.M.A. and believe in safety first. Always ride with lights and helmet. Help keep insurance costs down; 








Super Glide 


pod mounted in the middle. Gas capacity is 3.5 gallons, 
which will provide you with more than 150 miles of 
cruising. 

Like the Super Glide, Fat Bob will also feature 
Harley-Davidson’s sure starting V-Fire™ ignition system 
and will include a high-flow air cleaner that allows 
more air to reach the carburetor. And three big disc 
brakes (two in front, one in back) provide the necessary 
stopping muscle. 

For 1979 you'll be able to grab both motorcycles 
by the horns, as we’ve made Buckhorn bars standard. 
Not only do they look better, you’ll appreciate a notice- 
able increase in riding comfort. 


So now you have it. The ultimate street bike, two 
different ways. Reflecting over 75 years of constant 
refinements. A well-built, carefully crafted motorcycle 
that offers incredible low-end torque, immediate power at 
any speed, and the knowledge that 
when youre on it, there's nothing 


bigger. This is the last move up. 
Harley-Davidson 


UNTIL YOU'VE BEEN ON A HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN ON A MOTORCYCLE. 
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lock your bike. Follow owners manual for maintenance. Specifications subject to change without notice. 





Taste why 

Salem Lights is the largest 

selling low tar menthol 

cigarette. ~ CIS P 
More and more smokers oo Mlom - 
prefer the mellow flavor, TS 2 lem - 
cooling menthol, and m. 3 loh 5 
total satisfaction. Salen 1008 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
10 mg. "tar", 0.8 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report MAY ‘78. 















BARRY naa it! 
JOHNNY wanted it! 
but KENY zot it 


500cc WORLDHAMPION YP — 4 
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An independent 
test lab has 
proven K&N 
handlebars to 


be rugged and far 
exceed legal require- 


ments.” You know 
your terrain or 
track when you 


get a grip on K&N bars. 
Send $2.00 for motor- 


cycle catalog — 
now. 





® 


K&N, Box 1329, 561 Iowa, 
Riverside, CA 92502 


(714) 682-8813 





against specifications set 
by the Motorcycle Trades 
Association in 
Washington D.C. 
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Performance Starts Here 


On or off the road your bike will be running at peak performance with 
the best cycle lubricants and cleaners made by: 


RADIATOR SPECIALTY CO., CHARLOTTE, N. C. 28237 
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1979 
The Year 


of the 
Honda. 


Rumblings. Rumors. Myths. 
Sheer fantasy. As a new year 
approaches, the speculation about 
whats to come from the major 
motorcycle manufacturers begins 
to make as much sense as specula- 
tion about the Beatles reuniting. 

For 1979, Honda wants to put 
the rumors to rest. No, Honda will 
not bring out a V-8 Superbike cap- 
able of setting the land speed 
record stock. What is coming from 
Honda is much more exciting. 

Honda is starting a motorcycle 
revolution where it should be 
started — with new engine tech- 
nology. The incomparable CBX, 
already a standard for the motor- 
cycle world, is just a taste of whats 
on the way. 

"O.K., enough tastes and 
teases, give us some facts” 

Fact: Four-stroke dist ma- 
chines are now ready to chalienge 
and, in many Instances, surpass 
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two-strokers. Ahead of the 
competition. Ahead of their time. 
See the first of the new Honda 
XRs this month. The Honda XR250. 


Fact: The legendary Honda 
CB750K will be more of a legend 
than ever for the ‘79 Superbike 
rider. Brand-new. All incredible. 


Fact: There will be a dazzling 
new Honda 650 on the road. 


Fact: There will also be new 
Honda 500s. On the road and in 
the dirt. 


Fact: There will be two new 
CR Elsinores? Both almost exact 
replicas of the factory-team RC 
Elsinores. Both berm burners. 


Fact: There will be perform- 
ance and styling changes through- 
out the 79 Honda line that you will 
have to see and ride to belleve. 


Fact: Honda will have a 
very special limited edition motor- 


cycle in ‘79. When it appears, 
don't miss it. 


Fact: These are just a few of 
the facts. Next month all the facts 
on the entire ‘79 Honda line will 
be out. See all the bikes in print. 
Read about them. Compare them 
with the competition. 


But most important of all, in 
1979 be sure to visit your nearby 
Honda dealership before you 
make any purchase decisions. 
Because a revolution has taken 
place and its always best to see 
and learn firsthand whats truly 
new in two wheels. 1979 Is 
definitely the year of the Honda, 
and if you're In to riding the best 
motorcycles, its your year, too. 


GOING STRONG! 








Editorial 


Why Not the Best? 


© THE AMA'S ROAD RACING PROGRAM LIES 
rotting in the sun at a time when 1) the 
organization needs road racing more 
than ever and 2) there is evidence to 
suggest that grass roots participant inter- 
est is at an all-time high. | feel the AMA 
should abandon 750 Yamahas no later 
than the end of the 1979 season, fall in 
line behind the F.I.M. and adopt a 500cc 
Grand Prix formula, do everything in its 
power to secure two World Championship 
rounds for the United States (one in the 
East, one in the West), give full support to 
the growth of Superbike Production in- 
stead of continuing to roll on it like the 
inattentive mother sow it is, turn over the 
development of Novices to the now- 
robust clubs and do away with the Novice 
classification altogether, and in general 
recognize that the outside world is a 
changing thing. 

It was suggested a year ago that the TZ- 
750 Yamaha should be phased out. The 
suggestion was received with a great deal 
of angst, particularly by some TZ-750 
riders, particularly those in Indiana. Since 
then, Kenny Roberts has abandoned the 
AMA and is racing in Europe with two of 
this country’s finest competitors, Steve 
Baker and Pat Hennen, who were already 
there. For the first time in my memory 
Daytona (an AMA National but not a F-750 
race) failed to grid 80 starters. Even herd- 
ing to the start line the sick, the wounded, 
the Honda 750-mounted and the non- 
qualified swelled the field to only 74. We 
have seen decay among the ranks of the 
250 Experts. At Sears Point this year there 
were 16 starters in the 250 Yamaha class. 
At Pocono there were just over 20. Expert 
250 racing used to mean something; it no 
longer does, at least not to a great number 
of non-participating, although experi- 
enced and eligible, AMA competitors. 
What's happened? A downward radiation 
of the TZ-750 sickness. 

Why do | believe we must quickly shift 
to a 500cc G.P. class? First, quite simply, 
that's where the action is. Suzuki's in it 
with for-sale 500cc racers; Yamaha's in it 
with racers which, if history can be of any 
use, will be for sale in the 1980 season; 
Honda plans a major 500cc effort for 
1980; and Kawasaki, which has already 
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clinched the 250cc and 350cc World 
Championships, might be carried towards 
the 500 class by their own momentum and 
by the possible dissolution of the 350 
class. At worst, two major manufacturers 
will be supplying 500cc equipment. One, 
Suzuki, has already supplied it in quantity; 
the other almost certainly will. That's 
twice as many manufacturers as we've 
got in the 750 Yamaha class. 

So there might be bikes. There also will 
be riders. So far the United States has lost 
Roberts, Hennen and Baker to Europe, 
and many more American riders plan to 
seek their fortunes there in 1979. It's 
getting good in Europe; it's bad here, and 
not likely to improve unless the AMA 
peeks beyond its curtain of provincialism 
and stops being simultaneously timid and 
bull-headed. The 750 Yamaha is going 
nowhere, and as long as the AMA's 
wagon is hitched to that particular dead 
star, its road racing program is likewise 
going nowhere, except down the por- 
celain convenience. 

It is possible that down the porcelain 
convenience is the best, and only, place 
for major league road racing in the United 
States. Supporters of the 750 Yamaha 
point out that the bike has proved to be 
safe, rideable, maintainable and civilized, 
and it is unfair to ask a motorcycle to be 
more than that. But road racing is being 
stalked by spectator ennui, and that's the 
crucial pivot. The choices are clear: Con- 
tinue in the direction we've been going 
and let road racing deteriorate to a level at 
which the AMA "racing-for-the-fun-of-it" 
folks can enjoy themselves in essentially 
solitary splendor, or make a sincere effort 
to 1) admit that there is a problem now 
and a more severe one looming; 2) try to 
recognize the outlines of the problem, 
and 3) take positive steps to rectify it. 

Suppose the AMA goes ahead and 
decides to be done with 750 Yamahas at 
the end of the 1979 season. Beyond 
knowing that three factories will engage in 
pursuit of the 500cc World Championship 
and therefore be forced to manufacture at 
least one 500 racer each, how can we be 
sure that there will be enough motorcy- 
cles to go around? We can't. But the AMA 
can, and should. The AMA is the most 


important race sanctioning body in the 
United States; the United States is the 
largest single motorcycle marketplace in 
the world. To create a new (for us) class of 
racing, without first knowing that there 
are adequate sources of equipment, 
would not be bright. Could the AMA not 
go to Honda, Yamaha and Suzuki and 
inquire whether they would be responsive 
to an American shift towards 500cc G.P. 
race bikes, and if so, to what extent would 
they supply the need for equipment? If the 
manufacturers were encouraging, the 
rules could be changed and the switch- 
over implemented; if not, well, we'd still 
have a bunch of 750 Yamahas to watch. 

How about production machinery? For 
the longest time I felt that suitably modi- 
fied versions of standard production mo- 
torcycles embodied the total future of 
road racing in the U.S. | am no longer sure 
thats true. Traditionally, top-of-the-line 
bikes provided race mechanics with their 
raw material; that is clearly unrealistic 
now, because top-of-the-line stuff is get- 
ting bigger, heavier and faster every year, 
and to assume that Goodyear can spit out 
a nice safe rear tire for a 450-Ib., 190-mph 
Yamaha XS Eleven is to expect too much, 
even from Goodyear. But certainly the 
Superbike Production class is vital, both 
in terms of the quality of the competition it 
has provided, and the load it must be 
expected to carry. The class needs more 
good bikes, and it needs more good 
riders. Both could be encouraged by bet- 
ter purses and National points. 

But ultimately modified production 
equipment will have to serve in a support- 
ing role. The G.P. classifications are at the 
top of the heap, and at the top of the G.P. 
classifications are the 500cc World 
Championship bikes, and on top of the 
500s are the best riders in the world. The 
formula is established, the good Ameri- 
can riders are already shooting for it, and 
the Japanese factories maintain a fas- 
cination with it that goes all the way back 
to the late 1950s. It's time for the AMA to 
reject a comfortable philosophy of road 
racing that is leading nowhere in favor of 
one which may be more difficult, but 
which represents the best in the world. 

—Cook Neilson 
CYCLE 


THE 
SWISS 
RAGER. 


Now you can own the same ultra- 
light accurate Swiss racing watch 
that has toured Europe. It was 
developed by Agon, the race 
engineering division of Economic 
Swiss Time (E.S.T.). This impact- 
resistant, high-stress watch can 
withstand racing temperatures 
and conditions. As a result of the 
introduction of Noryl miracle 
plastic, a space program by- 
product, the case and band have 
been reduced in weight to only 
one ounce. You'll notice the light- 
ness results in ease of handling 
and comfort, in addition to an im- 
proved strength-to-weight ratio. 


Nory] is a non-conductor of heat, 
and is unaffected by chemicals, 
perspiration, or abrasion. 

You'll have command of the 
time with a large, high-visability 
dial — excellent even for twilight 
or darkness readings. The built- 
in calendar automatically keeps 
track of the date. The quick- 
change feature makes it easy to 
set the date, as you shift through 
the numbers in rapid sequence. 

The Swiss Mechanical 
Movement was chosen for its 
consistent reliability. There are 
no batteriesto wear out or fail. An 
oversized winding stem allows 
for easy operation, even with 
driving gloves. The heavy-duty 
unbreakable mainspring ensures 
you will receive years of 
rugged use. 

Your investment is protected 
by the E.S.T. 12 month parts and 
labor warranty. Economic Swiss 
Time provides a full service-by- 
mail facility right here in the U.S. 
Service should never be needed, 


The Swiss Racing Watch, by AGON. $29.50 





but it's nice to know it's as close 
as your mailbox. 

Order your Swiss Racer 
today without obligation. Give it 
a complete test run. If it's not 
what you expected, return it 
within 2 weeks. You're guar- 
anteed a full and courteous re- 
fund. That's The Sharper Image 
satisfaction guarantee. 


ORDER NOW TOLL-FREE 


Credit card holders will get 
fastest delivery by calling the 
toll-free number below. Or send 
check for $29.50 plus $1.50 
delivery (add $1.77 sales tax in 
CA). But order now as supply is 
limited. 


Ask for Operator 25M 

(800) 824-7888 

In California (800) 852-7777 
In Alaska and Hawaii (800) 824-7919 


THE SHARPER IMAGE 


260 California Street 
San Francisco, California 94111 








Letters 





RRRRRRibit! 


The maximum theoretical velocity of a 
frog in a blender is 31 mph at 5200 rpm 
(frappée). 

My Gold Wing does 130, but a Vincent 
won't do 150. Thanks for letting me clear 
this up. 

Andre Espaillat 
Dallas, Texas 


LEGAL SKINS 

Getting caught up on my reading and 
just finished your article on the Ducati 900 
SS in your July issue. 

For the record, the Michelin PZ2 is 
street-legal and has the appropriate DOT 
identification. 

H. L. Adamcyk 
Michelin 
Lake Success, New York 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Perhaps you have heard of me and my 
nationwide campaign in the cause of tem- 
perance. Each year for the last fourteen 
years, | have made a tour of Florida and 
southern Georgia, as well as Indiana, Illi- 
nois and Michigan, and have delivered a 
series of lectures on the evils of drinking. 
On this tour, | have been accompanied by 
my young friend and assistant, Clyde 
Lindstone. Clyde, a young man of good 
family and excellent background, is a 
pathetic example of life ruined by exces- 
sive indulgence in whiskey and women. 

Clyde would appear with me at the 
lectures and sit on the platform, wheezing 
and staring at the audience through 
bleary, bloodshot eyes, sweating pro- 
fusely, picking his nose, passing gas and 
making obscene gestures, while | would 
point him out as an example of what 
overindulgence can do to a person using 
the Devil’s brew. 

Last May, unfortunately, Clyde died. A 
mutual friend has given me Bill Stermer’s 
name, and | was wondering if he would be 
available to take Clyde’s place on the 
balance of my 1978 tour? 

Reverend Michael Mcintosh 
Howell, Michigan 


RELIABILITY, YES AND NO 

| really enjoyed Cycle’s August article 
on the Suzuki GS750EC, especially the 
comment that the “GS engine has proven 
to be very reliable.” My GS750B has reli- 
ably leaked oil from the head-cylinder 
area from the time | picked it up last fall to 
the present. It’s reliably leaked oil through 
three dealer-installed gasket changes and 
| suppose it's still leaking at the dealer’s 
10 


where it’s been for the past six weeks. It’s 
leaked through three calls to California 
and innumerable calls to the dealer. And 
the greatest blow of all, it probably was 
leaking today (sitting at the dealer’s) when 
my friend told me that if | really got the itch 
he would loan me his Honda 360T. 
Bruce S. Lowe 
Twinsburg, Ohio 


TICKETS, ANYONE? 

| was pleased to read about the new 
Maico Two-Day jacket in your Newsline 
column. It’s about time someone pro- 
duced a cycle jacket with a ticket-holder 
built-in. This will be a real boon to XS-11, 
ZIR, R9ORS, CBX, Turbo-Hodaka and 
Dunstall-Marusho owners. Think of it: no 
more awkward fumbling around while the 
CHP waits, no more worrying about where 
the damn thing went as the deadline for 
payment comes up, no more clumsy at- 
tempts to hide it from your wife. Just tuck 
your brand new 136-in-a-35 ticket in your 
Maico Two-Day and burn down the road. 

Of course, if Maico is smart, they will 
pick up on this trend and market helmets 
with built-in radar detectors and on-board 
computer processors that file, process 
and mail your ticket with payment auto- 
matically to the proper jurisdiction. 

As a matter of fact, why not dispense 
with the police altogether, and let the on- 
board computer clock your speed relative 
to the posted limits, calculate your fine, 
and make regular deductions from your 
paycheck as you go along? Frees the 
police for catching real criminals, right? 
Saves a lot of paperwork and, of course, 
there'll be provisions for Mastercharge. 

Or, why not just set aside strategic 
highways, say 1-5, for the touring top- 
speed freaks and Highway 1 from L.A. to 
Big Sur for the peg-dragging crazies, and 
let them go to it? Who cares? Presto- 
Berserko, instant nirvana. 

K. Carruthers 
Moonbath, Illinois 


BUMMER PETCOCKS 

I thought some of your readers might be 
interested in a problem | had. 

| won a 1976 R 90/6 BMW and took a 
trip recently. While stopped in a closed- 
down gas station for a pop | noticed the 
left fuel petcock leaking. Upon closer 
inspection | found the choke cable for the 
left carburetor had worn through the back 
of the petcock. One thing led to another 
and soon | found myself with my finger 
over a bigger leak, sitting in a strange 





town on a Sunday morning with no help in 
sight. Luckily another BMW owner hap- 
pened by, but | wouldn't like to see some- 
one else in the same predicament. 
The fix | used (after a new petcock) was 
a piece of gas line split lengthwise and put 
over the choke cable. (Those new pet- 
cocks aren't cheap!) 
| met another BMW owner whose pet- 
cock was almost worn through, so the 
problem isn't that freakish. The newer 
models (R 100/7, R 80/7 etc.) don't have 
the problem as their gas tanks are wider. 
Tim Kitzmiller 
Pontiac, Michigan 


CBX 

As a recent purchaser of a 1979 Honda 
CBX, | would like to share some observa- 
tions gleaned from the first 900 miles on 
the machine, approximately 300 of which 
were on local streets and 600 on the open 
highway. 

Initially, the most amazing thing about 
the machine is the fact that it handles 
quite similarly to a 550 motorcycle. It is 
quite easy to throw it about corners and to 
bank severely. It practically begs to be 
ridden swiftly. The exhaust tone is very 
pleasant at low speeds, very interesting at 


. moderate speeds, and downright hair- 


raising once it gets going. l've never been 
behind it to discern whether it sounded 
like a highly tuned Porsche Carrera, but I'll 
take your word for it. Braking seems more 
than adequate and, being. used to four- 
cylinder Hondas, the absence of long 
warmups is most refreshing. One hit on 
the starter with full choke and within 30 
seconds you're ready to roll. 

The ride on the open road is somewhat 
stiff, but at the end of the day your body 
doesn't feel overly abused. Cruising at 
4000 rpm in fifth gear at 60 miles an hour, 
you are loafing at the very bottom of the 
power peak, which starts to hit at 4500 
rpm. It is interesting, but at that point the 
character of the bike changes dramat- 
ically from one of responsiveness to one 
of absolute authority. It seems to want to 
pull forever. Fuel consumption for the first 
900 miles averaged approximately 38 
miles per gallon, being ridden moderately 
at most times and letting the machine 
exercise itself occasionally. 

Norman F. Le Fevre, Jr. 
Miami, Florida 


Address all correspondence to Cook Neil- 
son, "LETTERS," CYCLE Magazine, 780- A 
Lakefield Rd, Westlake Village, CA 91361 
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ENJOY THE MOST REWARDING 
VACATION OF YOUR LIFE. 
LEARN TO SKI. 


A vacation should leave you with more than a few souvenirs and a fast- 
fading tan. 

This winter, come to Killington, Vermont and we'll show 
you a whole new way to enjoy being alive. On skis. 

Weaving in graceful arcs down a silent mountain trail. 
Catching the glint of morning sun through snow-laden trees. 
And bubbling over inside because you never knew anything could 

be so much fun. 

Nothing cuts closer 
to the very substance of 
living than the freedom, the challenge, and the beauty of alpine skiing. 

And you don’t have to be a daredevil or an acrobat to learn 

how. A few days of Killington’s Accelerated Ski Method is all 
it takes. 
Your first lesson, surprisingly enough, begins indoors. 
We show you a film that explains what you'll be learning and 
why. We answer all your questions. It helps start you out on the 
right foot. 

Then we start you out on the right skis. They’re about 39 inches 
short, which makes learning fast and easy. As you progress, you 
gradually move up to regular size skis. 

Our instructors are special, too. They aren’t skiers who happen 
to teach. They’re experienced, helpful teachers who happen to ski. 
And you'll be happy to learn that our 5-day learn-to-ski plan 
is one of the best vacation values anywhere. Killington is a 

complete mountain resort community with 90 places to 

stay and dozens of restaurants and night spots. Private 
room lodging with meals, lift tickets, lessons, equip- 
ment rental and social program costs as little as $180 per person, double occupancy. 

And part of the bargain goes home with you. A wonderful sense of accomplishment and a rewarding new 
skill you can enjoy for years. 

Make this year the first one. 
Send in the coupon for Killington’s 
fact-filled, 40-page Ski Scene 
magazine. 



























NOTICE: Alpine skiing is one of the few recrea- 
tional activities that continually challenges the 
human spirit. Changing weather and snow condi- 
tions, natural and man-made obstacles are part of the 
challenge of man against the mountain and against the 
elements. Your safety will be directly affected by your 
judgement. Use caution: ski in control. Overcoming these 
challenges and risks are part of what make alpine skiing, 
the great sport that it is. 










: 
Gentlemen, please rush me my free copy of Killingtons — | 
colorful Ski Scene magazine to: | 


Name 





Address 





City —— — - ——— State Zip ue 
Killington, 275K Killington Road, Killington, Vt.05751 | 
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AF Of H. 


€ | ADMIT TO BEING A CHARTER MEMBER OF 
the A. F. of H., the American Federation of 
Hacks; | have carried a Backyard Jour- 
neyman card for a long time. | was into my 
third automobile before | found that you 
could buy spare parts in boxes. | thought 
they only came from junkyards, packed in 
thick black grunge that transferred itself 
to a solid black ring around whatever 
pocket you carried your cash in. As | 
remember, the odds on getting a radiator 
worse than the one you had were six to 
five, getting a generator with good 
brushes was a twenty-to-one shot and 
getting a transmission. with good syn- 
chros AND reverse an impossibility. 

By. the time | contracted motorcycle 
disease | knew that parts came in boxes, 
but | found that a good many of the things 
were in a state of limbo called Back 
Ordered at the Factory, which | think 
means they were planting the trees they'd 
eventually use to make the boxes to ship 
them in. In the interest of maintaining 
mobility, |-have backyard-hacked some of 
the world's finest magneto systems into 
total-loss ignition bastardizations pow- 
ered by used lantern batteries my rail- 
road-brakeman neighbor throws away. | 
have run a Spanish bike with a German 
left fork leg, a Japanese right fork leg and 
a British wheel in the middle. This particu- 
lar combination was magnetically at- 
tracted to. wood and ran into trees with 
monotonous regularity. 

The reason |’m telling you about my 
hack heritage is that I’ve met a fellow who 
has outhacked me. This guy is such a 
hack he makes me feel like Gordon Jen- 
nings who, as you know, uses only im- 
ported German air in Metzeler tires, 
curses in Japanese when he drops a 
circlip into a Mikuni carburetor and hurls 
broken Ducati parts onto the roof of a five- 
story building in a true Italian frenzy. 

Ron "Superhack" Dunning came east 
from Newport Beach, California in a 
Chinook camper that had been declared 
unfit for human habitation in Needles, 
California and gotten worse since then. 
Ron could not only break a crowbar in a 
sandbox, but also lose one of the pieces. 
He could cross-thread a brass fuel-line 
fitting faster than a left-handed orangu- 
tan;;proceed to.screw the thing tight with 
a 14-inch Stillson wrench; and then com- 
plain:that the fitting got so hot it burned 
his finger. Watching him clean a float 
bowl would bring tears to your eyes—he 
made it look as difficult as overhauling a 
12 


hot Baldwin locomotive. 

Dunning has brought sorely needed 
new vitality and new imagination- to the 
backyard-hack field. The rear axle of his 
Husky sports a lovely aluminum daisy with 
a dozen rounded, gently curved petals. 


Closer inspection reveals that he's lost an 


axle spacer and filled the void with beer 
can pop-top tabs. The brake pedal ap- 
pears to be a Gilbert-Erector-Set original. 
The Husky's seat had been devoured by 
Mel Downs' cur after the beast developed 
a liking for naugahyde when he ingested 
the seats from Mel's 74 and sidecar. The 
sidecar seat must have been a real treat, 
because Mel belongs to every computer 
dating scam in New Jersey and has a 
different female companion every week. 
He also has a great memory for names 
and likes to pick up girls for the first date 
with a 27-foot mobile home and watch the 
looks on her parents' faces. The new 
Husky seat, cunningly contrived by Dun- 
ning from a 1967 Volkswagen original, 
looks a lot like my fat. Aunt Martha after 
she's been beached by the falling tide. 

Ron immediately recognized me as a 
kindred hack and began parking next to 
my van at enduros. At the Dual State 
enduro in Maryland, Dunning drifted in at 
midnight with his lights off, scaring a yelp 
outof Tomlin's dog who had taken a liking 
to my sausage links and was trying to help 
himself. 

| got up at seven, wolfed down a bacon- 
and-egg sandwich that some nice ladies 
were selling, threw another sausage to 
Tomlin's dog and was as ready as | was 
ever going to be. l'd like to be ready for a 
Sunday enduro on Wednesday night; | 
never am, but still I’d like to be. | saw 
Dunning grunt his bike onto a milk crate 
and start to pull his rear wheel. We had 45 
minutes until key time, and l'd drawn 
# 57D late yesterday, so Ron would have 
something like two hours to get his sheets 
together. | saw he hadn't signed up yet, 
since he didn't have two rear-view mir- 
rors, required by Maryland law and avail- 
able at the sign-in table. 

“Įm practicing for the Two-Day Quali- 
fier," Ron explained. "I'm going to mount 
anew tire." Propped against his milk crate 
was a copy of Macho Dirt Scooter Maga- 
zine showing Carl Cranke mounting a 
new tire while holding his breath. What 
the pictures didn't show was John Penton 
with a stopwatch in one hand .and a 
seven-foot bullwhip in the other, cracking 
the thing alongside Carl's ear every 15 


seconds while halving the distance. 

“Best thing to do," | told him, "is to leave 
the new tire under a boiling hot shower for 
45 minutes before you mount it." 

"What's the next best thing?" 

"Shave a millimeter and a half off one 
rim edge." 

"What's the third best thing?" he asked. 

"Start the engine and deep throat the 
exhaust pipe," | told him. 

| booted up, drank a gallon and a half of 
water, made a final pit stop and left at 
8:52. Ron didn't have the tire mounted yet 
for the very good reason that he didn't 
have the old one off. To his credit, he 
managed to get the wheel off the motorcy- 
cle and only overturned the whole works 
one time, when he gave the wheel a yank 
before he took the backing-plate torque 
stay-arm off. | told him to give Tomlin's 
dog two of my sausages at noon and to 


‘Save me at least one of my own cans of 


Ortleibs for medicinal purposes. 

At the start line they dropped us, rear- 
view mirrors and all, into a neat little creek 
which bothered no one except the cray- 
fish. A mile later I still hadn't dried my rear 
brake enough to. matter, and | fumble- 
footed my way into a small deep mud hole 
full of grey paste resembling cement. To 
make a sad story short, | ran without 
brakes for the next 12 miles, which was 
stupid, and managed to get off three times 
on steep downhills. The first drop turned 
the rear-view mirrors into side-view mir- 
rors; the. second turned one into an up- 
view mirror and the other into a down- 
view mirror. The third drop turned the 
mirrors into two small piles of glass slivers 
after ld run into the top branches of a 
fallen tree, the softest thing | could find. 

Wandering back to the start over the 
lovely Maryland countryside is a treat and 
a half, just beautiful. | stopped to buy a 
lemonade and poured the ice down my 
neck, which felt as good as four hours in 
the sack, and when | got back Dunning 
was still working on the tire. The rim now 
appeared to have been chewed by 
wolves. For sure, that rim would never 
spin.a valve stem unless Ron ran into a 
railroad frog switch packing double with 
Kate Smith and running late. 

"Dunning," | said, "you better forget 
about that Two-Day Qualifier." 

"Say what?" he asked, spraying sweat 
off his lips. 

"If | was you, l'd start looking for a 
THREE-Day Qualifier!" 

—Ed Hertfelder 
CYCLE 





IMPORTED CANADIAN WHISKY-A BLEND-80 PROOF-CALVERT DIST. CO., N.Y.C. 


Wherever you go, it's reaching new 
heights. What's behind its super success? 
Super lightness, superb taste. If that's 
what you're looking for, make 

the ascent to Lord Calvert Canadian. 


Follow the Canadian Superstar 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health 
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Buying Is The Spice Of Life 


Ride Quietly, Carry A Big Horn: Make sure 
they know you're there. Cycletone will 
help you by emitting an alerting sound of 
112 decibels at 30 inches, especially im- 
portant when you're riding behind a fair- 
ing which might obstruct a low-projecting 





original-equipment horn. Cycletone is 
compact, with a chrome-plated Noryl 
motor cover, and features a 12-volt dual 
copper coil motor for high output at low 
current draw. This horn and others ap- 
pear in the 1978 catalog from Signaltone 
Corporation, 34039 Schoolcraft Road, 
Livonia MI 48150. 

CIRCLE NO. 1 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


A Bulge In the Hand . . . : New from the 
folks at Moto-X Fox are their Fox Deluxe 
Grips. Deluxe, they claim, because the 
thumb-positioning stop fits the grip to the 
natural shape and location of the hand, as 
does the slight bulge in the center. The 
closed end, with added thickness for du- 





rability, prevents dirt and water from en- 
tering the grip and throttle mechanism. 
Available in black, red and yellow, the 
grips are priced at $5.95 a pair. Contact 
your dealer or order from Moto-X Fox, 520 
McGlincy Lane, Campbell CA 95008. 
CIRCLE NO. 2 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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Sound Advice: We recognize the prod- 
ucts from S&S Headers for their styling, 
performance and quality. According to 
S&S, that's just what this Sportster Mega- 
phone exhaust system (#H-101) offers 
the Sportster owner. They claim that this 





exhaust system's test acceleration and 
torque prove the very best for quiet 
muffler systems. Interested? Contact S&S 
Headers, 3430 West Carriage, Santa Ana 
CA 92704. 

CIRCLE NO. 3 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Winter's Coming: Tour in safety, style and 
comfort in a nylon touring suit from Big 4, 
Inc. These suits feature a weather-re- 
sistant polyurethane shell and heavy- 
quilted lining. The stand-up snap collar 
and adjustable snap sleeves seal out 
drafts; two-way zippers on legs and front 
make it easy to get on and off. Other 





features include: safety-reflective striping 
and triple-rolled inseam. Price is about 
$60. Choose yours in silver or navy, from 
small to extra-large; or ask for more infor- 
mation from Big 4, Inc., 300 W. Second 
Ave., Spokane WA 99204. 

CIRCLE NO. 4 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Fail Safe: The news from Prestolite is their 
motorcycle ignition test plug designed to 
"take the guess work out of testing." They 
say it simulates the engine compression 
conditions under which regular spark 
plugs fire and tests ignition output at 





starting speed. Just clip the test plug on 
the engine block, snap the spark plug wire 
to it and crank the engine. If the spark 
jumps across the test plug, the ignition is 
performing satisfactorily—simple. For 
more information write Distributor Sales 
and Service Department, the Prestolite 
Electrical Division of Eltra Corporation, 
P.O. Box 931, Toledo OH 43694. 

CIRCLE NO. 5 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Medication: Two products from Meguiar 
will help you maintain your motorcycle 
and riding accessories which are made of 
plastic. The polish will, the manufacturer 
claims, restore the life and renew the 
shine of windshields, helmets, travel lug- 
gage and plastic fenders. Its companion, 
Plastic Cleaner, will do what its name 
implies and, in addition, will remove small 


Meguiars. 


Meguiars e 
Mirror Glaze Mirror Glaze 





scratches and polish with a non-glare 
finish in the same one-step application. 
Each eight-ounce bottle costs $2.95 and 
is available from Cycle Products West, 
11900 W. Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles 
CA 90084. 
CIRCLE NO. 6 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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The most 
complete 


mail order 
catalog of 
accessories, 
clothing, 
performance 
equipment 
and replace- 
ment parts 
for all makes 
and models. 





ORDER YOUR 
COPY NOW! 


(213) 849-7295 


I. sas... 


515 N. Victory Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91502 


Please send me a FREE copy of the 1978-79 
MOTORCYCLISTS CATALOG. Enclosed is 
$1.00 to cover the cost of postage & handling. 


NAME (print) 
ADDRESS 





* Add $2.00 for Foreign countries. 
HEEHHHBEBHEHHURHEUHERHEHERHEHEUNNH 


Specially designed for today's pleasure bike rider; 
crafted by FRYE exclusively for Crawford House. 
NOT SOLD IN STORES. 


€ Full 14" height; roomy square toe 

€ Harness strap with solid brass 
hardware 

e Full leather lining and pull straps 

€ Scuff-resistant leather toe cap 

9 Special reinforced steel shank 
under arch 

e Deep-cleated VIBRAM® lug 
soles and heels 

€ Your choice of black, or hand- 
stained brown cowhide with black 
toe cap 

e Sizes 6 thru 14; widths B, D, E, EE 


$69.50 per pair plus 
$2.50 shipping. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 


CRAWFORD HOUSE,INC. 


Dept. C-42, P.O. Box 468 Brockton, Mass 02403 
EE DONNE) Ge es Eee ee ee EUH 
Please send pairs of FRYE Bike Boots. 


Size Width Color 








O Check O 
BankAmericard 


Money Order 
Master Charge 


I enclose $ 
Or, charge my 
































Bank No. Exp. 
Powe? CLII3 ore CLIT ff 
Name | 
| Address 
City, State, Zip 
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NEWSLINE Continued from page 15 


Soft and Tough: Racing gloves designed 
exclusively for motorcyclists come to you 
with a three-month guarantee against de- 
fects in materials and workmanship from 
Vanson Leathers. They're said to fit like 
the proverbial second skin. They’re made 
of specially tanned cowhide for a com- 
bination of soft comfort and toughness. 





The rot-proof polyester thread used 
throughout is double-stitched at stress 
points. Heavy-duty nylon lock zipper, in- 
ternal foam padding over the knuckles, 
and outside seams to prevent rubbing 
your hands raw contribute to product 
desirability. The shorter version and the 
racing style shown here both come in 
black, in sizes from small to extra-large. 
Vanson Associates Inc., 50 Thayer Street, 
Boston MA 02118. 

CIRCLE NO. 7 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Breathing Easy: K&N Engineering has it: 
the innovative Honda CX500 Hi-Perfor- 
mance Air Filter. According to K&N, the 
new cleaner’s accordian-like design cre- 
ates a larger surface area through which 
the engine can draw air, and the triple 
sealing bead assures an air-tight fit. Rein- 
forcements maintain filter shape while the 
special surgical-type gauze provides 





more efficient breathing and filtration than 
the stock design. This round, completely 
reusable element fits the stock filter case 
and can be installed in just minutes. If 
maintained properly, it should last for the 
life of your motorcycle. Cost is $8.60. 
Order yours from K&N Engineering, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1329, Riverside CA 92502. 

CIRCLE NO. 8 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Long-Range Potential: Flash Plastics in- 
troduces its new Bultaco gas tank. Hold- 
ing 3.5 gallons, the tank is ideal for Grand 
Prix, enduros, desert racing or trail riding, 
yet it is still narrow enough for motocross. 
Each tank is made of high impact plastic 
and has a leak-proof gas cap. The new 
design fits all Bultaco Pursangs and 





reed 


Fronteras from 1971 to current models 
and uses the stock petcocks. Included in 
the package are all necessary mounting 
hardware and full installation instructions. 
Get yours in Bultaco-matched red or blue 
for $59.95. See your dealer or order di- 
rectly from Flash Plastics Co., P.O. Box 
3253, Manhattan Beach CA 90266. 

CIRCLE NO. 9 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


They Got Soul: Full Bore has come up 
with this industry first: a boot made es- 
pecially for women. This touring boot is 
made from a woman’s standard design, 
an important consideration since wom- 
en's feet are narrower than men’s, partic- 
ularly in the heel. The boot heel is built up, 
and the arch supported. The sole is corru- 





gated to prevent vibration-induced slip- 
ping. Oversize nylon zippers facilitate 
getting the boots on and off. Dark blue in 
color, these Full Bores come in sizes four 
through 10% and in narrow and medium 
widths. Price is around $53. Yankee Ac- 
cessory Corporation, P.O. Box 36, Sche- 
nectady NY 12301. 
CIRCLE NO. 10 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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Harley-Davidson Sportster. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON HAS NEVER FORGOTTEN 
THE BASIC RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN MAN AND MOTORCYCLE. 

From the start, when you're first aware of that 
incredible V-Twin rhythm and the classic styling 
that nobody's ever been able to duplicate, you 
realize the Sportster" represents the big leap. 
Make it, and you're no longer Everyman. You're 
Somebody. ESTE] 

Get in behind our new buckhorn Il 
handlebars, grab on and take a look at ases] 
what you've got going for you. From a strong, 
durable frame through an explosive, highly 
efficient performance package, this is a motor- 
cycle that exhibits the soul of Harley-Davidson. 
Unquestionably, the best handling, best perform- 
ing Sportster we've ever put together. 

In an age where others fight to hold onto 
whatever performance level they once achieved, 
Harley-Davidson, through the addition of twin- 
chromed, siamese exhausts, optimizes horse- 
power and actually increases the torque exploding 
from the 1000cc, V-Twin powerplant. 

V-Fire™ solid state ignition gives you quick, 








sure starts, and is virtually maintenance free. 
While a high-flow air cleaner allows more air to 
reach the carburetor, helping the engine breathe 
free and easy. i 

The oil tank and battery are tucked away 
under the frame, so the motorcycle sits lean and 
narrow, and you sit a lot more comfortably. Three 
stainless steel disc brakes (two in front, one in 
the rear) provide the stopping muscle. And the 
wheels are 9-spoke cast aluminum. 

As always, you'll be able to add your own 
personalized touch to your Sportster, as Harley- 
Davidson once again offers the widest variety of 
accessories in the industry. 

If you’ve never been on a Harley-Davidson, 
the Sportster is one motorcycle that will give you 
an eye-opening lesson: namely, that dreams can 
become reality. All it takes is the 
guts to quit dreaming and start 
moving to your Harley-Davidson 
dealer. 


UNTIL YOU'VE BEEN ON A HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN ON A MOTORCYCLE. 


Harley-Davidson 


We support the Motorcycle Safety Foundation and the A.M.A. and believe in safety first. Always ride with lights and helmet. k 
Help keep insurance costs down; lock your bike. Follow owners manual for maintenance. Specifications subject to change without notice. 


CIRCLE NO. 25 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





Now Oldsmobile Starfire comes 
with standard sporty features 


youd 





The 1979 Starfire. It gives you all 
the good stuff you see as standard 
equipment. And it’s engineered to be 
an exciting road car as well— 
moving down a road with precision 
and authority is what a Starfire 
is all about. 

But with all those road-wise 
qualities, all those standard features, 
you might think a Starfire is priced 


pay extra for 





out of reach. Not so, as you can see: 


$4095” 


That’s the manufacturer’s suggested 
retail price, including dealer prep. 
Taxes, license, destination charges 
and other equipment additional. 

So if you’re looking for a sporty 
road car that’s a lot of value for 
the money, here it is. 


inmany other cars. 


Test-drive a Starfire today...and 


discover that great Olds feeling! 


^ 


Starfire 


Have one built for you. === 
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Laguna Seca 


® Kenny Roberts introduced a whole new 
trick to American road race spectators at 
Champion Spark Plug Co.’s Laguna Seca 
Formula 750 event. On the last lap of both 
heats Roberts hiked his Yamaha back on 
its rear wheel coming out of turn 9 and 
carried the front through four gears most 
of the way down the finish line straight. 
Just before the checkered flag Roberts 
set the front tire firmly back on the 
ground, causing smoke to billow around 
both sides of the motorcycle and leaving a 
black mark on the track shaped like the 
tail of a comet. 

Laguna Seca this year, like last, was a 
Formula 750 race, a class which Johnny 
Cecotto led prior to Laguna by 26 points 
due in part to two mechanical failures 
suffered by Roberts’ Yamaha in Belgium 
and Holland (a steering damper anchor 
and a chain adjuster). To stay alive with 
only the Canada round remaining, Kenny 
needed to lodge a 15-point win against a 
0-point DNF by Cecotto—and that’s ex- 
actly what happened. 

Roberts slotted in behind fast starter 
Steve Baker (back on Yamaha Motor 
Canada’s Bob Work-tuned TZ750) and 
waited until the eighth lap of 33 to pounce 
into the lead. After that Roberts drew 
irresistibly ahead, his progress aided 
somewhat by a curious rear wheel brak- 
ing traction problem that Baker com- 
plained about at half-time. Baker suc- 
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cumbed to pressure by an almost-healed 
Skip Aksland and fell to third, where he 
finished. Gene Romero and Mike Baldwin 
had a grand old scratch for fourth, which 
Gene won after holding off the somewhat 
desperate attack of the Darien Flash for 
the later quarter of the heat. 

In the second segment Roberts 
planned to lay low for longer than he had 
in the first, and in fact stayed between 
leader Baker and third-place runner Bald- 
win for more than half the distance. Op- 
portunity finally presented itself as traffic 
began to clog the trio’s progress. Roberts 
zipped through and pulled it closed be- 
hind him, and that was that. 

Since Aksland had suffered an ignition 
coil failure at the outset of the second 
head, and Baldwin had regeared for 
enough acceleration to get away from 





Romero, the final results were: Roberts, 
Baker, Baldwin, Romero, Wes Cooley, 
and Randy Mamola—who had won the 
250 race the day before but whose 750 
was plagued with fourth-gear engage- 
ment problems. Cecotto’s Yamaha suf- 
fered a broken shifter shaft on the eighth 
lap of the first heat, and he had retired for 
the day. 

The Superbike Production tilt was by 
far the best race of the weekend. Wes 
Cooley opened a substantial lead on 
Racecrafters-Kawasaki-mounted Steve 
McLaughlin, Steve caught him, then just 
as they were getting into lapped traffic 
Paul Ritter and his 905cc Ducati caught 
both of them. Cooley’s Suzuki hung on to 
win, lap record holder Ritter was second 
and McLaughlin was third. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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MIKE BURKE 
High 
Performance 
Coil Kits 


Motorcycle Engines require two things 
from Ignition components . i 
Performance and Reliability. Our coil 
kits deliver both. They offer increased 
horsepower — Gas Mileage — Easier 
Starting — Longer Point and Plug Life. 
By increasing spark energy for maxi- 
mum combustion efficiency. Our high 
performance spark plug wires and 
connectors also shrug off dirt, water, 
oil and 500?F temperatures to deliver 
full firing voltages under any condi- 
tions. 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

Available for: 

Honda GL1000 
(comes with high performance 
condensers) 

Honda All CB750, 500, 550K, 550F, 
350 & 400 


Yamaha XS750D & 
E Triple: is mene xe xe otis nee % : 
Yamaha XS750, 650, 
500 Twins 
Yamaha RD 250, 350, 
400 Twins 
Kawasaki Z1 900, KZ 1000, 


Suzuki GS1000, GS750, 


Harley-Davidson Twins 
Triumph, Norton, BSA 


30,000 


Specify Year & Model 

All Coil Kits mount in stock 
locations unless specified. 
*Comes with Extra Long Plug 
Wires and assortment of Con- 
nectors, Universal Mounting 
Brackets to simplify mounting 
on custom bikes. 


Mike Burke Honda Performance 
15178 Raymer Street 

Van Nuys, CA 91405 

(213) 782-0640 


MAIL TODAY 
Name 

Address 

City 
State Zip 


Send Money Order to Avoid Delay in 
Shipping. Calif. Residents include 6% 
State Sales Tax. Will Ship C.O.D. Same 
Day. Add $2.50 for Shipping. 


BIKE YEAR MODEL 
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€ ForEurope Only: And here we have the 
brand new Honda CB900-FZ, introduced 
in September at the Earl's Court show in 
London. Even though it appears to have 
been styled for brisk sales in Dubuque, 
the 900, we're told, will be an exclusive 
European model. 

It is not known whether the 900 is to 
replace the CB-750, but it promises to be 
an exciting motorcycle whatever its mar- 
ket intention. Details on the engine: 
901.8cc; four cylinders; 16 valves; double 
overhead cam shafts; 8.8:1 compression 
ratio; a claimed output of 95 hp. at 9000 
rpm; transistorized ignition; 33mm CV car- 
buretors; five-speed transmission. 

The 900-FZ is said to weigh 551 Ibs. 
wet—about the same as the GS1000 
Suzuki. Also like the GS, the Honda has 
rear shocks with adjustable damping—but 
it does not feature the GS's air front fork. 
Its front suspension assembly, in fact, 
looks very much like that found on the 
CBX-Six, which is for all intents and pur- 
poses the same unit used on the CB-750. 
Muffler shapes, footpeg mounting plates, 
forged aluminum handlebars and oil 
coolers are likewise similar in appearance 
to corresponding hardware on the CBX. 

(Continued on page 108) 
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MUST LIQUIDATE 


AT BELOW COST 
‘Pndim ME/MS 100 


ME-100 ENDURO .. FACTORY MS-100 


- Off Road Street & Highway Legal 
On Road - O oa S NEW ^ g y g 


Street Legal 
PARTIALLY 
DISASSEMBLED 


SA DIRECT 


5466. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Engine-Model F-500 
Single cylinder, 2 stroke, 
Bore and Stroke - 5mm x 
44mm, Displacement - 97 

cc, Compresion Ratio - 

7:1, Carburetor - 20mm 
20mm Mikuni, Iguni, 
Ignition - Flywheel 
magneto, Starting 
System -Primary kick 

start, Fuel Tank Capa- 
city - 1.6 U.S. Gallon, 

Transmission - 5 speed, 

Control Cables - Quick 

release 

























Wheels and Brakes 
Front Tire - 3.00 x 19 Trials .18 Road, 





Dimensions 


; : Suspension Rear Tire - 3.50 x 17 Trials .17 Road, 
Wheelbase - 50 in., Seat Height - 30 p . ., ORDERS WILL BE Rear Brake - Full Floating, Rear Hub - 
in., Seat - Flip up, Ground Clearance-9 Front - Telescopic, oil Cushion drive, Spokes - Cross 3 laced 
in., Dry Weight - 179 Ibs., Foot Rest - dampened, Rear - Ad- SHIPPED FOR i 


Adjustable justable, oil dampened PRE-CHRISTMAS 
DELIVERY 





1. WIDEST : 3. LOWER 4.LIGHTEST 5. ADJUSTABLE 6. QUICK TA FLOATING 
TIRES INJECTION CENTER 100 CC BUILT FOOT PEGS CHANGE REAR 
OF GRAVITY THROTTLE BRAKE 


Indian is famous for building durable and dependable motorcycles. These ME-100's and MS-100's are brand new 1977 models, 
partially disassembled at the factory for ease of shipping. They are shipped in strong heavy duty cardboard cartons, assuring their 
arrival in good condition. Comes complete with instruc- 




















tions for easy assembly. Owners manual included. All parts gam manum munus UNUM DENS DEUM a o nuum 
available from Seneca Motorcycle Corp. Available in me- | "SENECA ! MOTORCYCLE CORP. E 
tallic brown, red, silver, blue and yellow, burnt orange and HORN. E ANTYE 
geep. | ca uw. I 
To order: Fill out the shipping label. l NAME: _ l 
1. If you send a cashiers check, bank check, certified - ADDRESS: l 
check or money order in the amount of $466.00 you i : , 
save the C.O.D. charge. i Se ee 1 
f . PHONE: à 
2. If you send $100.00 deposit, cashiers check, bank | i anc zr) | 
check, certified check or money order, shipper will 1st COLOR CHOICE: 2nd: 3rd: 
collect balance plus freight and C.O.D. charge on fl MS-100: ME-100: GYeLE E 
delivery. Allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery. ome e ee ee Puma eee mmm] 
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€ AND HERE'S OLD THUNDERDOG, BACK FOR 
its sixth in a successful series of reunions 
and growing more distinguished with 
each passing year. Some of its com- 
petitiors, aiming for its heart, went zipping 
well beyond to lodge in a performance 
never-neverland that last year had motor- 
cycling's frowning rationalists wringing 
their hands in pious lament, wondering 
when it was going to end and hoping for 
the good of us all that it would end soon. 

No one who cares about big street 
motorcycles will ever forget the winter of 
1977-78 when the Z1-R, the XS Eleven, 
the CBX-Six and the GS1000 all. came 
whistling into the States at once. Some of 
them were comfortable, some were han- 
dlers, some were both. All were so fast 
that the KZ1000 Kawasaki, for two years 
motorycling's acknowledged perfor- 
mance leader (and for three years before 
that, as the Z-1), was suddenly and in- 
arguably dispatched by acceleration 
freaks to Has-Been City. 

So what are we to make of this year's 





“The bike has a nice, tight scale. 
The Suzuki GS1000 needs a 
handlebar bent like a divining rod to 
get the levers where you can reach 
them, the CBX when viewed from 
the operator's perch spreads out 
in your lap like an enormous pool 
of metal, and the Eleven projects a 
sense of concentrated massiveness 
uniquely its own. By comparison, 
the KZ1000 seems small." 

24 


KZ, a bike whose manufacturer no longer 
seems interested in playing the engine 
performance game it invented in 1969? 
The '78 KZ, after all, is the slowest-accel- 
erating four-cylinder Kawasaki we have 
ever tested, just barely quicker than the 
750cc Suzuki. It cannot take refuge be- 
hind diversions like superior comfort or 
extraordinary high-speed handling, nor is 
it protected by the mantle of exclusivity 
which has kept reality's glare off some of 
the stuff from Europe. Parts that were of 
technical interest in 1973 are no longer by 
themselves especially captivating, since 
during the intervening years every other 
Japanese manufacturer has constructed 
a DOHC (or better) four-cylinder (or bet- 
ter) 1000cc (or better) street-burner, and 
all of them have feature focus points to 
burn: adjustable suspension systems, Hy- 
Vo cam chains, elastic engine mounting 
paraphernalia, polyspherical combustion 
chambers, valves by the dozen. 

Well, we think there's life in the old girl 
yet, and the main reason why turns on the 
point of function. The bike, as it has since 
it was born, works—and that makes it 
inescapably appealing. As the years have 
gone by the KZ has evolved with glacial 
steadiness into a motorcycle of practically 
seamless capability. An engine which at 
the outset buzzed at a particularly gnaw- 
ing frequency was refined two years ago 
into one which now vibrates hardly at all; a 
chassis/suspension package which on 
occasion behaved unpredictably now can 
manage bumpy, high-speed corners with 
something close to sobriety, if not perfect 
grace; a seat which not long ago could be 
described as leatheretted concrete has 
mellowed into acceptability. 

It has something else, too, and that is its 
nice, tight scale. The Suzuki GS1000 
needs a handlebar bent like a divining rod 
to get the levers where you can reach 
them, the CBX when viewed from the 
operator's perch spreads out in your lap 
like an enormous pool of metal, and the 
Eleven projects a sense of concentrated 
massiveness uniquely its own. By com- 
parison the KZ seems small. Its a few 
pounds heavier than the big Suzuki (565 
vs. 548), but almost exactly 35 pounds 
lighter than the CBX and the XS. Its seat- 
ing position is superior, at least as far as 
the Cycle staff is concerned, to all of these 
except the CBX's. 

Although the KZ's power output is nei- 
ther on a par with its younger competitors’ 
nor a match for its own of bygone years, 
the engine is absolutely rock solid—the 
Chevrolet 350 of motorcycle engines. Our 
test bike had growling resonance when 
loaded under 2000 rpm (not unique 
among multi-cylinder roller crank en- 
gines) but was otherwise beyond criti- 
cism. Its rack of 26mm Mikuni carbure- 
tors, drawing fuel through a Suzuki-like 
vacuum-controlled petcock that's new 
this year, have been rejetted for slightly 
better off-idle and midrange response and 
are dead-accurate. Only a monster yank 
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of twistgrip at very low engine speeds 
provokes hesitation and stumbling, and 
even that doesn’t last for long. 

Other than the minor carburetor tweak, 
the rest of the KZ’s engine systems re- 
main unaltered from last year’s. The dou- 
ble overhead camshafts spin in replace- 
able bearing inserts, are chain-driven by a 
sprocket machined in the middle of the 
crank, and bear against adjustable shims 
fitted in the tops of inverted bucket lifters. 


Make and model 
Price, suggested retail 


PERFORMANCE 
Standing start '4-mile 
Engine rpm @ 60 mph, top gear 
Average fuel consumption rate 
Cruising range, main/reserve 


Load capacity (GVWR less curb weight) 151 kg. (333 Ibs.) 
Maximum speed in gears @ engine redline 


Although valve train mass could be re- 
duced by fitting smaller lash caps be- 
tween the undersides of the buckets and 
the tops of the valve stems (as is done on 
the KZ650), valve adjustment is substan- 
tially easier with the outside shims—and 
careful redesign of the tops of the buckets 
has cured the earlier.Z's tendency to spit 
the shims through the cam cover at high 
engine speeds. 

The cams are the same rifle-drilled 30- 
70, 70-30 pieces that have been fitted 
since the beginning. The combustion 


Wheelbase 
Rake /trail 
Brake front 


12.65 sec. @ 105.75 mph 


3721 rpm 


149.4 mi./41.1 mi. Seat height 
Ground clearance 


(1) 52.50, 


(2) 76.25, (3) 99.99, (4) 121.12, (5) 137.05 


ENGINE 


Curb weight, full tank 


Test weight 


Four-stroke in-line four-cylinder dohc, 


two valves per cylinder, air-cooled 
70 x 66mm (2.76 x 2.60 in.) 
1015cc (61.92 cu. in.) 


Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Exhaust system 
Ignition 

Air filtration 
Oil filtration 
Oil capacity 


TRANSMISSION 


(4) Mikuni VM26SS, 26mm 
Four-into-two with interconnector 
Breaker points, two twin-lead ignition coils 

Disposable paper element 
Disposable paper element 


ELECTRICAL 
Power source 
Charge control 
8.7:1 (full-stroke) 
Tail/stop lights 
Battery 


INSTRUMENTS 
Includes 
3.7 liters (3.9 qts.) 


Fuel capacity, main/reserve 


Headlight beams, high/low 





chamber shape is Japanese-traditional 
squished shallow-hemi; the tops of the 
slightly domed ART pistons are delicately 
eyebrowed for valve clearance. 

All these things are the same as be- 
fore—yet quarter-mile figures are quite 
different. Our test bike was more than a 
half-second and five mph slower than the 
KZ we tested in February of 1977 We 
think the problem is not with the engine 
hardware, but rather in the air inlet sys- 
tem. To control air intake noise the KZ is 

(Continued on page 31) 


1505mm (59.3 in.) 

26? /90mm (3.5 in.) 

Hydraulic, disc, 296mm rotor 
Hydraulic, disc, 292mm rotor 
Conventional spoke, 2.15 in. 
Conventional spoke, 2.15 in. 
3.25H-19 4 PR Japanese Dunlop F6 


4.00H-18 4 PR Japanese Dunlop K87 


31.5 in. (800mm) 

160mm (6.3 in.) 

.... 18.1 liters (3.45 gallons)/ 
3.6 liters (0.95 gal.) 

256.3 Kg (565 Ib.) 

331.1 kg (730 Ibs.) 


Alternator, permanent magnet 


Solid state voltage regulator, rectifier 


12V 60/50W 
12V 8/27W 
12V 14AH 


Speedometer, odometer, trip odometer, 
tachometer, indicators for neutral, high beam, 


oil level and tail lamp 


Speedometer error, 30 mph indicated, actual 


26 


Five speed constant-mesh, wet-plate clutch, 
chain final drive 
Primary drive Spur gear, 97/56, 1.73:1 
nrbe eS #630 chain, 33/15, 2.20:1 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 12.08 (2) 8.34 (3) 6.36 
(4) 5.25 (5) 4.64 

CHASSIS 
Mild steel full double cradle, telescopic 
front fork, swing arm rear fork 


60 mph indicated, actual 
CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT 
Customer Relations Department 
Kawasaki Motor Corp. 
1062 McGaw Ave. 
Santa Ana, Calif. 92705 
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Newsstand Rate: 12 issues/S25 





Newsstand Rate: 
————— 25 issues/S25 = Eri " -— 
Lowest Available Sub Rate Reg. Rate: 26 issues/S18 
32 issues 


You SAVE up to 50% 


Here's your chance for a real bargain bonanza on your favorite magazines. You may select as many as five of these 
titles at the special introductory rates shown—up to 50% off! To order, indicate the magazines you want by 
inserting their code numbers in the boxes on the attached order card. Or write to: MAGAZINES AT DISCOUNT. 

A Division of Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., PO. Box 601, Broomall, Pennsylvania 19008 
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SEE THE EXCITING MOO CUZA] LINE AT THESE 


ARIZONA 
SCOTTSDALE /Motorcycle City 
2608 North Scottsdale Road 


CALIFORNIA 

GLENDALE /Woods Motor Shop 

525 W. Colorado St 

LONG BEACH /Long Beach 
Moto Guzzi-Ducati 

624 W. Pacific Coast Hwy. 

NATIONAL CITY /Sonny Angel 
Motorcycles. Inc 

34 East 18th Street 

OAKLAND /Schleicher Motors 

7954-56 MacArthur Boulevard 

SACRAMENTO /Hall- Burdette 

2010 Del Paso Blvd 

SAN BERNARDINO/Bills Cycle 

824 N. Waterman 

SAN FRANCISCO/Munroe Motors 
Triumph Moto Guzzi 
Motorcycle Sales & Service 

412 Valencia St 

SANTA CLARA/Cycle Sports 

2355 El Camino Real 

VALLEJO/Ted Phelps Motorcycles 

1639 Sears Pt. Rd. (Hwy. 37) 


COLORADO 
DENVER /Harry’s Motors. Inc 
965 Santa Fe 


CONNECTICUT 
NORWALK/Ham's Motorcycle Shop. Inc 
59 Fort Point Street 
WAREHOUSE POINT /Marsh Motorcycle Co 
36 North Road 
WEST HARTFORD//New England 

Cycle Sales Inc 
544 New Park Ave 
WINSTED/Cycle Therapy 
RED. #4 Rt 8 
SOUTHINGTON /Schuster's Cycle Sales 
Pratt St 


FLORIDA 

BROOKSVILLE /Amsler Motors Corp. 

1040 US 98 North 

DAYTONA /Jeff's Cycle Service 

2600 South Nova Road 

FT. MYERS/Carwana Moto 
Guzzi Sales & Service 

2827 Palm Beach Blvd 

SARASOTA/Big Ben Moto 
Guzzi Sales & Service 

1701 N. Lime Ave. & 17th St 


GEORGIA 
ATHENS/Cycle Specialties of Athens 
220 Oak St 


ILLINOIS 
BELVIDERE /The Dyno Shop 
1007 Logan Ave 
CHICAGO/Dolezal Bros. 
1637 Blue Island Ave 
CHICAGO/Midwest Motorcycle Imports 
4301 W. North Ave 
HARVEY /Harvey Cycle 
& Camper. Inc 
14755 Halsted St 
LOCKPORT /Larry's Cycle Sales 
Rt. 171 & Smith Rd 
NAPERVILLE /The Starting Line Inc 
25 W 223 Ogden Ave. 
PALATINE /Power Motors 
1900 N. Rand Rd. (Rt. 12) 
ROCK ISLAND /Dale's Cycle Shop 
2024 — 4 Ave 


INDIANA 
DECATUR /Drake Cycle Shop 
RR5 
ELKHART /Collins Cycle Sales 
56173 Rt. 7 CR 13S 
INDIANAPOLIS /England Cycle Inc 
3562 West 10th St 
MUNCIE /City Cycle — 

Moto Guzzi Sales 
2305 E. 29th 
TELL CITY /Brown s Motorcycle Sales 
Brushy Fork Road 
WOLCOTT /Milligan Cycle Shop 
RRI — Box 171 


IOWA 

DES MOINES /Ozzie's Cycle Sales 
4770 NE 29th 

IOWA CITY /European Motorcycles Ltd 
Highway 1 West 

KEOKUK /Irvin Cycle Sales 

1128 Main 

WATERLOO /Webers Cycle Center Inc 
735 Ansborough 


KANSAS 

DESOTO /Penners Cycle Barn 
Box 495 

WICHITA/ #1 Cycles of Wichita 
339 North West Street 


LOUISIANA 

GRETNA Vernon's Cycle Shop 
1131 Huey P Long Ave 
SUDELL/Southside Cycles 
757 Old Spanish Trl 


MAINE 

AUGUSTA/Suzuki North 

133 Mount Vernon Avenue 
MARYLAND 

ABINGDON Jager Bros Enterprises. Ltd 
3911 Pulaski Highway 


BALTIMORE /Baltimore Cycles 

6020 Eastern Ave 

BRUNSWICK /Halley Motorcycle Sales 
1001 Petersville Road 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BEVERLY /Freeman Cycle Inc 
50 Federal St 
EVERETT “Parkway Cycles 
— Moto Guzzi 
1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
HYDE PARK Metropolitan Motors 
1661 Hyde Park Avenue 
MILLIS, Millis Cycle 
Rte 109 
NEWTON Farco’s 
Moto Guzzi Sales 
320 Watertown St 
PITTSFIELD /Belistone Cycle 
1608 W Housatonic St Rte 20 
SOMERVILLE ‘Riverside 
Motorcycles 
290 Somerville Ave 
STURBRIDGE -Roland's Cycle 
Scooter Shop 
Wallace Road 


MICHIGAN 
DETROIT /Blackie's Custom 
M/C Engs Inc 
10610 Joy Rd 
FLINT “Flint Indian Sales 
923 N Saginaw 
LANSING/GT Motors 
816 E Howe Ave 
MIDLAND /Midland Cycle Sales 
5996 N Jetferson Rd 
MUSKEGON /Snell Motorcycle Sales 
590 Ottawa St 


MINNESOTA 

BLOOMINGTON Leo's Motorcycle 
Sales Inc 

9521 Garfield Ave S 

FRONTENAC/Frontenac Cycle Sales 

Box 41. Hwys 61-63 

WINTHROP /Petersen Outdoor Equip 

303 W 2nd 


MISSOURI 

KANSAS CITY /Northland Moto Guzzi 
303 NE. 72nd 

RAYTOWN/Raytown Cycle Center 
6324 Overton 

ST. LOUIS/Donnelson Cycles Inc 
3328 Woodson Rd 

ST LOUIS/Motorsport 

6115 Gravois Avenue 


PARTICIPATING DEALERS. 


SPRINGFIELD /Road & Track Cycle Sales. Inc 
600 College 


MONTANA 
GREAT FALLS /Tony s Cycle Center 
1101 Smelter Ave 


NEVADA 
HENDERSON/Bess Bros Cycle Shop 
1605 Palm St 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MANCHESTER /Fitzgerald Cycle. Inc 
782 Gold St 

NASHUA /Anderson Sports Center Inc 
16 Progress Avenue 


NEW JERSEY 

DOVER Competition Cycle Inc 
249 E Blackwell St 

JOBSTOWN /Macho Touring Cycles. Inc 
Route 537 

VINELAND «Cycle Sport Center 
South Delsea Drive 

WAYNE /The Sport Spot 

168 Hamburg Tpke 

WESTWOOD ‘Westwood Suzuki Inc 
701 Broadway 


MEW MEXICO 

ALBUQUERQUE /Rissmann Motors 
& Cycles. Inc 

8414 — 4th St NW 


NEW YORK 
ALBION /Ace Cycle Sales 
13935 West Lee Rd 
ALEXANDER. Sunnyside Cycle Sales Inc 
Main St 
BALLSTON SPA /Helman s Garage 
17 Washington St 
BLOOMINGBURG /Paul's Cycle Shop 
RD 1. Box 101 
BROOKLYN /The King 

Motorcycle Corp 
657 Utica Ave 
BUFFALO/Empire Cycle 
2928 Southwestern Bivd 

US Route 20 
DELMAR/Chuck Long Enterprises 
C and C Cycle 
154B Delaware Ave 
OWEGO Cycles of Fifth Avenue 
Box 8. Fifth Avenue 
PORT WASHINGTON /Ghost Motorcycle Sales 
194 Main St 
ROCHESTER /Suzuk of Rochester. Inc 
1180 Scottsville Rd 


SIDNEY /Higgins Motor Sales 
Rte 7 Box 565 


NORTH CAROLINA 

HIGH POINT /G & H Cycle Sales 
1313N Main St 

BLACK MOUNTAIN /Osteens Cycles Inc 
US 70 East 


OHIO 
ASHLAND/Pifer's Cycle Sales 
1602 Cottage St 
GENEVA/The Motorcycle Shop 
4730N Ridge East 
HUNTSBURG/The Bike Barn 
Harley-Davidson Sales 
12381 Madison Rd. 
MANSFIELD/United Motor Sales 
1092 W Fourth St 
NAVARRE/Mathias Sports Center 
6421 Navarre Road SW. 
NORTH LIMA/Moto Guzzi Hangar 
113 E. South Range Rd 
ROSSBURG/Lightsville Garage 
12700 Route 49 No 
SALINEVILLE/Eish Enterprises 
Route 3 
SWANTON/WalFam. Inc 
Motor Sports Sales 
12146 Airport Highway 


OKLAHOMA 

OKLAHOMA CITY ‘Cals 
Motorcycle Sales Inc 

701 SE 29 

TULSA "Atlas Cycle Sales 

6708 E 11th St 

OREGON 

ALBANY ‘Two Wheel Horse 

956 So Geary St 

MILION-FREEWATER SuperBike 
Moto Guzzi-Ducati 

BNE 7th 

PORTLAND ‘Portland Motorcycle Co 

Suzukt-Moto Guzzi- Ducati 

933 NE 82nd 


PENNSYLVANIA 

AQUACHICOLA /Hunsicker s 
Moto Guzzi Sales 

PO Box 11 

BATH/Bath Hardware & Cycle 

121-25 Walnut Street 

BRADFORD Pete's Cycle Shop 

18 Corwin Lane 

GREENSBURG/Westmoreland 
Moto Guzzi Sales 

RD #5 

HARRISBURG/Jack Harman 
Motorcycle Shop 

808 Parkway Dr 

PLEASANT VALLEY /Albert Sigmans 

Rt.212 


READING/Fritz s 

236 N. 9th St 
WILKES-BARRE /Iron Horse. Ltd. 
Wilkes-Plaza — Rt. 309 


RHODE ISLAND 
NEWPORT /Newport Yamaha 
134 Broadway 


TEXAS 

AUSTIN /Haufler Cycle Center 
4312 Gillis 

FT WORTH /Mark | Motorcycles. Inc. 
623 N. Chandler 

GRAND PRAIRIE /Storm's Cycle 
3000 E. Jefferson 

HOUSTON /Motorcycle Sales Service 
2108 Leeland Ave. 

MIDLAND /Moto Guzzi Sales 

1505 W. Industrial 

ODESSA /Wilson's Motorcycles 


12614 Kermit Hwy 


RICHARDSON /Dallas 

Motorcycle Sales Inc 
410 N. Central Expressway 
SAN ANTONIO /Krumm s Cycle Shop 
2307 Bandera Rd 
UNIVERSAL CITY /Yamaha City 
1737 Pat Booker 


VERMONT 

BENNINGTON /Tri State 
Motorcycle Center 

125 Northside Drive 

NO. CLARENDON Bridgestone S.&S 

Airport Road 

aya Just Imports 

t2 

SPRINGFIELD /Eureka Tnumph 
& Moto Guzzi Sales 
& Service 

Eureka Rd 


WASHINGTON 

SEATTLE /Drager's Motorcycle 
1207 Dexter Avenue North 
SPOKANE ‘German Auto Service 
E 3335 Trent Ave 


WISCONSIN 

ALLENTON /Vern's Kawasaki 

Hwy 33 & WW 

CUBA CITY /Jim's Cycle Sales 
317 N. Main 

MADISON /Decker H-D Sales. Inc 
2613 S. Stoughton Rd. 
MILWAUKEE /American RVS.. Inc 
1700 East North Avenue 

TOMAH /Larry's Power Center 
Highway 12-16 East 





1000/5 SPEED 


Before you buy any other machine, you owe it to yourself to check out 
MOTO GUZZI . . . facts speak for themselves. MOTO GUZZI has been 
designing and producing high quality motorcycles since 1921 and has 
over a half century of experience in manufacturing two-wheeled vehi- 


cles. MOTO GUZZI offers an extensive list of technical advances, such : 


as, the patented integral brake system to insure maximum safety, a 


1. 1000cc light-weight alloy V-twin engine. 
in new control panel includes emergency flasher and accessory switch. 


fitted with trip setting knob. 8. Technically advanced high output alternator and cover. 
12. Large and sturdy redesigned sidestand. 


socket gear shift linkage. 11. Rugged "easy up" center stand. 


14. Re-positioned footpegs. 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT 


Triple disc brakes with the patented integral brake system * Sidestand with 
automatic engine cut-off switch e Sturdy front and rear safety rails * Dual 
hydraulic brake fluid reservoir * Highly visible "fail safe" tail light has two 
bulbs * 4-way emergency flasher for highway safety * Dual high decibel 
horns demand instant attention * Color coded electrical switches for easy 
maintenance * Touring kit includes dual racks to hold luggage bags and 
larger more comfortable touring saddle * Sport air foils (for high speed 
stability) * Knee guards * Electronic petcock © Anti-theft steering lock 
* ‘Light-weight alloy rims with stainless steel spokes * Fuel level indicator 
* Brake fluid level indicator ° Windshield not included 


2. 5-speed positive shift transmission. 
5. New 8000 rpm tachometer. 





reliable alloy V-twin power plant that has proven itself in the most 
strenuous and punishing long distance endurance tests, a race-proven 
frame design for optimum handling and cornering, one piece steel 
crankshaft of rugged construction to insure dependability, mainten- 
ance free shaft drive, five speed transmission. Factory recommended 
spare parts readily available through dealers from coast to coast. 


3. Advance electrical switch system. 4. Instrument cluster set 
6. New locking gas cap. 7. Speedometer 
9. Newly designed brake and shift levers. 10. Ball and 
13. Easy access, hinged luggage bags. 


NEW! 


The 1000/SP 
The Ultimate 
Touring Motorcycle 


See it at your 
Local Dealer 






Exclusively imported by an organization that offers over 40 years of motorcycle experience. 


CIRCLE NO. 21 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





KAWASAKI KZ1000.. Continued from page 16 
fitted with one of the most elaborate muf- 


fling chambers we've ever seen. The air 
cleaner silencer, which connects to the 
air cleaner element frame with a large- 
diameter cylinder, draws air through a 
pair of vertical tubes which extend deeply 
into the body of the silencer chamber. Air 
must flow down the tubes, out their bot- 
toms, halfway back up the chamber, 
through the cylinder, through the pleated 
paper element, through a fine mesh 
screen, into four air cleaner ducts and 
finally through the carburetors. Not only 
does this labyrinth take some of the sting 
out of the KZ's engine, but it perches 
directly above the battery, making battery 
inspection and maintenance a chore 
that's easy to neglect. 

Too, this year's KZ didn't get the kind of 
painstaking preparation that moved up 
the 1977 model, because Jack Murphy 
wasn't in the neighborhood when time 





to catch up in this area. 

As far as we could tell the Kawasaki's 
chassis doesn't need a lot of help. Mis- 
cellaneous (and insignificant) brackets 
have been added on the '78 model, and 
the swing arm, fitted in 1977 with needle 
bearings, now has double needles on 
each end of the pivot. Handling-wise, the 
KZ is about as good as you could expect 
given the bike's general configuration and 
age. It gets better every year, yet we 
suspect it will never approach the high- 
speed quality level of the new Suzuki 1000 
without a major redesign. The Suzuki GS, 
don't forget, is exactly five years younger 
than the Kawasaki, and came along just 
when it appeared to Suzuki executives 
and engineers that the time was right to 
bear down on such things as chassis and 
suspension systems. 

Yet the Kawasaki, handling-wise, is 
competent enough. It is nicely balanced, it 
can be hurled into your favorite sweeper 





came to begin testing. Jack had a way 
with DOHC four-cylinder engines, and it 
was commonly felt by the motorcycling 
press that the Kawasakis which passed 
through Jack's hands were the best-pre- 
pared "stockers" around. 

Other than the method by which the 
alternator is attached, the KX's crankshaft 
remains as it has for the past two years. 
The multi-piece, pressed-together crank 
is supported in six roller bearing assem- 
blies and uses a straight-cut gear located 
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between cylinders three and four to 
power the clutch housing. A points- 
breaker cam is fitted to the crank's right 
snout, and although we have no reason to 
complain about the performance of the 
bike's ignition system, it is a fact that such 
"conventional" ignitions are becoming 
less and less conventional. Both the big 
Honda and the XS Eleven use magnet- 
ically-triggered inductive ignitions that do 
not wear out and do not need adjustment; 
the GS Suzuki and the KZ Kawasaki need 


with some (although not reckless) aban- 
don, only the CBX among big bikes 
provides more cornering clearance, and 
the bike will never whirl and bite unex- 
pectedly. But in certain kinds of sporting 
corners the bike gives in to a tendency to 
feel springy in back and disjointed in front, 
as if the rear shocks had less damping 
and the steering head was a bit less 
perfectly anchored than one might hope. 
We couldn't get it to do the kind of pitch- 
(Continued on page 106) 
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@ WIDOWMAKER. THE WORD SUGGESTS AN 
uphill minefield where the grim reaper 
roams, ready to cut down frenzied 
chargers bound for the summit. But reality 
is tuned to another channel. Believe it or 
not, the Widowmaker Hillclimb is almost 
bucolically safe, and the consequences of 
the almost inevitable failure to reach the 
top are seldom more severe than bruised 
pride or more expensive even than a 
blown engine. 

Ever since the white man came west, 
flocks of sheep in search of grass have 
pawed terraced trails on the Widow- 
maker's steep hillside. Now during most of 
the year, though Salt Lake City lies almost 
at its feet, the slope stands lonely, visited 
only by an occasional hang-glider pilot. 
But for a few hours each year—in the early 
spring—life does return to the slopes. 


THE WIDOWMAKER 


fe ns NN 
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Then, men walk the hillside trails before 
challenging the incredible slope. These 
noisy, aggressive invaders come from all 
over the country to pit their skill against 
the Grand Dame of all hills, known as the 
Widowmaker. 

The invaders present a truly startling 
range of contrasts. Take the machines for 
example. If you visit your local motocross 
track, you will be struck by the homogene- 
ity of the bikes: two-stroke singles with 
long-travel suspension. Likewise, if you 
take a Sunday afternoon sojourn to a For- 
mula 750 road race, you will be sur- 
rounded by 750cc water-cooled four-cyl- 
inder two-strokes, cloned from the same 
parts within the walls of the Yamaha fac- 
tory. Even in the Superbike Production 
class, except for a stray, highly modified 
Yamaha two-stroke here or a European 





The high and mighty Widow- 
maker never gave in entirely, 
but Vince Bertoulucci, a 
one-legged rider on an alky- 
burning 1000cc Triumph, 
got closer than 400 other 
hillclimb competitors. 


By Dorde Woodruff and 
Adrian Palmer 


four-stroke twin there, the trend is toward 
one basic type of bike: the four-cylinder, 
air-cooled four-stroke. 

Not so at Widowmaker, no sirree. 
Though two-strokes predominate in the 
smaller-displacement classes, anything 
goes in the Open Exhibition class. “Any- 
thing” for engines means—in addition to 
the usual mélange of two-stroke singles— 
RC Engineering Hondas, 650cc Yamaha 
twins, 750cc Kawasaki triples, 750cc Hil- 
born-injected Suzuki fours, alky-burning 
Triumph twins, nitro-burning Triumph tri- 
ples and Harleys hogged out to 1500cc. 
By comparison the Top Fuel class at the 
drags seems prosaic. 

Then there are frames, suspensions 
and rear wheel setups. They’re equally 
varied and some are downright bizarre. 
Where, for example, can you find swing 





PHOTOGRAPHY: DORDE WOODRUFF, BRUCE GRANDIN (COLOR) 


33 











THE WIDOWMAKER 
arms three feet long? Where can you find 
rear suspensions varying from hard-tails 
with no shocks and no travel to modest- 
travel monoshockers, ranging from long- 
travel twin lay-down shocks to longer-travel 
vertical triple shocks lined up shoulder to 
shoulder across the swing-arm brace, 
and finally to the latest techno-triumph: 
jackshaft-driven parallelogram “foobar” 
suspensions permitting up to 15 inches of 
rear wheel travel? And where can you find 
rear tires ranging from your garden-vari- 
ety knobbies to treadless chain-wrapped 
jobs, steel-cleated numbers, or—the ulti- 
mate—huge paddle-treaded sand-drag 
auto tires? You can find it all at your 
friendly Widowmaker Hillclimb, that’s 
where. And all this hardware not only 
appears but is actually competitive. 





tie Du Ut: € 


Riders in the 251-370cc class 
(top) study the hill before 
launching. Craig Mock (right) 
locks in his telemetry before 
firing his paddle-tired mon- 
ster at the hill. Tom Reiser's 
"Great Harley Hope" (above) 
shows the rampant creativity 
characteristic of the Exhi- 


bition Class bike builder. 
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Events at Widowmaker are divided: for- 
mally into experience and size classes 
and functionally into two groups—the lo- 
cal boys and the visiting firemen. Al- 
though there is some overlapping, few of 
the local boys run in the showy Exhibition 
class. Paradoxically, hillclimbing isn't a 
big hit these days in Utah, except for the 
Widowmaker event. 

Ask one of the state's best all-around 
riders, husky Laddie King of Green River, 
what he does to set up his bike for the 
climb and he replies innocently, "I don't 
do anything. | just ride my desert bike." 
And maybe "just riding" is the key: Laddie 
placed eighth in the large 371—500 Expert 
class against some stiff competition from 
out-of-state. 

In contrast to Laddie, though, Widow- 
maker's most serious competitors have 
been thinking, working and spending ever 





since last year's meet. One of them, Butch 
Couture of Huntington Beach, California, 
is doing his best to change hillclimbing 
from an art to a science. Butch claims that 
he introduced paddle tires and lay-down 
shocks to Exhibition Class, and his fresh 
approach enabled him to win the first time 
he tried hillclimbing. 

This year he built two of the most 
strikingly different bikes on the hill for his 
first-ever assault on Widowmaker. For 
one bike, he started with a favorite engine 
of hillclimbers, the ill-fated Yamaha SC. A 
500cc two-stroke with abundant low-end 
torque and a reputation as a seizer, the 
engine originally propelled a big enduro 
bike with indifferent handling. But Butch 
especially wanted the engine’s low-end 
torque, the kind you get in a trials bike. He 
figured that chugging over the bumps 

(Continued on page 90) 








 AMOUNTAIN OF SKIING. 
AVALLEY OF FUN. 


Weave your way down Mount Snow’ wonderful, wide-open, ego-boosting trails. 
Set your edges in long, sweeping arcs. Dance around a mogul. And feel like a million. At Mount 
Snow, everybody does. Intermediates, experts, novices alike. 





Its that kind of place. And it keeps getting better. Theresa -———— al 
new 7300’ triple chair to the top. Located in the Vermont snowbelt, | Gentlemen: l 
were also knee-deep in new snowmaking. For more and better Please rush my free Mount Snow 
3c : : brochure and lodging directory. 
skiing on our expert North Face as well as the main mountain. Mount Siow!" 275 Memiam Bod 
And if anythings more fun than skiing down Mount Snow, | | Mount Snow. Vermont 05356. i 
it’s in the valley you ski down to. Right at the base is a cozy village 
of lodges, restaurants, and entertaineries. Name 
So at Mount Snow, a skiing vacation is also a dancing vaca- 





Call our reservations people at 802-464-8501, or send for a 
fact-filled free brochure and lodging directory. 
Then come to Mount Snow. It just keeps getting better. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Address Ta NE 
; | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


tion. A wining and dining vacation. A romantic’s antics vacation. | 
No matter how much energy you have, our nightlife has more. | 
Mount Snow has lots of value-packed vacation plans, a great | City 
Graduated Length Method ski school, over 50 places to stay, and | 
one phone number that gets you everything. | State Zip 
| 
| 


Mount Snow 





Alpine skiing is a recreational activity that continually challenges the 
human spirit. Changing weather and snow conditions, natural 
and man-made obstacles are part of the challenge of man 
against the mountain and against the elements. Snow- 
making and trail grooming activities are routinely 

in n on slopes and trails. Your safety x 

will be directly affected by your judge- 

ment. Use caution: ski in control. 

We hope you enjoy the 

rewards and challenges 

of skiing as 

much as we do. 








PIERRE DESROCHES 


AND THE VETTER 


RAWASARI SUPERBIKE 


NOTES FROM THE MIDNIGHT FLOG 
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€ FROG DOG ALIAS FLOG DOG ALIAS PIERRE 
DesRoches. Most people trip over the last 
name, pronouncing or spelling it. It should 
glide off one’s lips as Da-row-shh, but the 
uninitiated usually drop their French on 
the floor, and it comes up staggering as 
Dee-Roaches or something worse. 

California born and bred, Pierre Des- 
Roches—car freak and motorcycle 
loony—grew up on glistening french fries 
and forty-weight castor; machine-shop 
metal chips and fast-food hamburgers; 
dial indicators, plasti-gauge and about a 
million gallons of late-night coffee. Able to 
withstand long series of interconnected 
all-nighters without buckling under with 
fatigue, it ain’t for nothing he’s called Flog 
Dog. 

For three years DesRoches has been 
flogging Kawasaki Z1s and KZ1000s from 
stockers to club racers to Superbike win- 
ners. Last year Reg Pridmore won the 
AMA Superbike crown on the Racecraft- 
ers Kawasaki; this year, the Vetter Ka- 
wasaki has led the points chase almost all 
season. Though the sponsors and indi- 
vidual bikes change from one year to the 
next, the principals—Pridmore and Des- 
Roches—have remained the same. 

Success fuels DesRoches’ program. 
He is the only independent contractor 
who earns his livelihood by building Su- 
perbikes. His situation is quite different 
than Yoshimura R & D of America, an 
aftermarket high-performance parts 
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house, for which racing is a logical exten- 
sion of its business activities. In the case 
of DesRoches, a company like Vetter be- 
comes the core sponsor; in addition, 
there are key contributors—like Ka- 
wasaki—and valuable satellite sponsors, 
such as Castrol, Dunlop and Accel. Con- 
sistent, if not spectacular, success is 
Pierre’s goal. With two exceptions, the 
Vetter bike has been in every Superbike 
winner's circle in 1978. Wildly erratic per- 
formance, with one blazing win followed 
by a half-dozen dismal placings, can ice a 
sponsor’s ardor and draw his purse 
strings tight. 

As an independent contractor, Des- 
Roches goes where the money and sup- 
port is; that’s the overriding rule. Had 
DesRoches and Pridmore struck a deal 
with Suzuki a year ago, then they would 
have been GS1000-armed in 1978. Still, 
there’s a conservative component in race 
bike development. Two years’ experience 
with Kawasakis amounted to a substantial 
investment in time and knowledge. By the 
beginning of 1978, DesRoches knew the 
Kawasaki engine was basically a tough, 
super-reliable unit; he had learned a lot 
about the KZ1000 chassis and how to 
make it handle; and he could depend on 
Kawasaki Motor Corporation for parts 
support. 

No matter how long (or short) a time 
DesRoches works on a Superbike, there 
are certain abiding constants. First, the 
constructor/tuner must build and tune 
with dedicated attention to detail. Devel- 
opment and preparation of a race bike 
consumes a staggering amount of time. 
It’s almost unbelievable how time-inten- 
sive just the assembly process can be. 
DesRoches: "| don't have any special 
qualifications to be doing what I’m doing; 
part of it is common sense, part is trial and 
error, but lot of it is just dedication." 

There's a second constant in Super- 
bike racing: the motorcycles change and 
develop very rapidly. Almost race by race, 
new technology arrives at the track. Nine- 
teen-inch slicks appear. The tires may 
load the chassis more severely than ever 
before; handling may deteriorate and the 
running gear might have to be modified to 
get the handling back. Superbike racing, 
observes DesRoches, is not static. 
"There's always the danger you'll be com- 
petitive one week and history the next." 

Essentially, DesRoches' strategy in- 
volves sprinting up a runaway escalator 
and watching every step very carefully. 


By Phil Schilling 


That may sound a little contradictory, but 
its not. Just difficult. That leads to the 
third constant in Superbike development: 
keep the motorcycle as stock as possible. 
You don't have time to solve problems 
you don't really have, so you never re- 
engineer bulletproof parts. A trick part 
can be a dumb part in more ways than 
one. At a race track, nothing can hang up 
a team more quickly than a crashed and 
ruined one-off part. 

DesRoches has plenty of opportunities 
to solve problems that the track-bound 
Kawasaki genuinely has. Unless the roll- 
ing chassis is remanufactured, the bike 
will not handle on a race track. Basically, 
the frame lacks sufficient rigidity for rac- 
ing purposes. Since the steering neck can 
move in relationship to the swing-arm 
pivot, the steering geometry is free to 
change moment-to-moment when sub- 
jected to cornering and braking loads. 
Moreover, the engine is loosely mounted 
in the frame so that the crankcases can- 
not serve to strengthen the chassis. Slop- 
pily mounted on its small pivot pin, the 
swing arm—though it moves on needle 
bearings—can wriggle side-to-side. To 
complicate matters further, the swing arm 
itself twists and distorts under load. 

Radical reconstruction describes what 
DesRoches does to the KZ1000 rolling 
chassis. The arms of the swing arm are 
cut open in vertical planes; long .125-inch 
mild-steel channels are welded in place 
and the swing-arm sections rejoined. 
From the outside, the swing arm looks 
stock except for the swing-arm notches to 
clear the tire, the 1%-inch cross-tube 
positioned in front of the rear tire and the 
absence of the KZ1000's normal sheet- 
metal gusseting. The swing-arm pivot pin 
is oversized so that the bosses in the 
frame can be reamed for a very snug fit. 

Though the revised swing arm is a 
pound heavier than stock, other rear end 
parts are much lighter than standard. The 
KZ1000 rear caliper is located forward of 
the axle centerline on a short, light stay 
arm, thus diminishing the leverage and 
loads from the brake and reducing the 
unsprung weight. A stock Kawasaki car- 
rier holds a very light Harry Hunt alumi- 
num disc. 

The shocks intersect the swing arm in 
the normal place though they're mounted 
more outboard than stock so that the 
shocks can be dropped into a laydown 
position. The special 13-inch S&W damp- 
ers have somewhat stiffer compression 
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and rebound damping than the produc- 
tion H525-6 S&Ws. The springs are 
straight 120-pound standard S&W issue. 

The upper shock mounts are 4.75 
inches away from their production-line 
location, and this laydown position pro- 
duces six inches of rear wheel travel. 
Actually, the increased travel isn’t as im- 
portant as just getting the suspension to 
work properly and preventing the rear end 
from picking up under braking. 

The heavy gusseting and mounts for 
the standard shocks are cut away as well 
as the fender and turn-signal bracketing, 


and the frame members that hold the 
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passenger footpegs are removed. The 
Kawasaki electrical equipment, including 
the electric starter, is scrapped. The big 
battery box and its battery go too, re- 
placed by a smaller battery that rests on a 
platform spanning a tubular Y-member. 

Yamaha TZ-series footpegs are used 
on both sides. The stock Kawasaki brake 
lever is shortened and pulled in to provide 
maximum cornering clearance. On the 
left side, the revised gearshift linkage is 
pure heim-joint heaven. 

DesRoches ties the engine tightly in the 
frame by using an AVS kit which includes 
cast alloy engine plates and oversized 
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engine bolts. One must ream-fit the bolts 
to the Kawasaki—but when completed, 
the engine really locks into the frame. 

Trying to lock the swing-arm pivot and 
steering head together is a far more diffi- 
cult proposition. The frame bristles with 
additional tubes, square-section and 
round, ranging in diameter from 12-inch to 
%-inch. The object is to locate additional 
tubes on direct routes of the load paths 
and to spread the loads by joining existing 
frame members. Tubes (9/16-inch) run 
from the top shock mounts up and for- 
ward to the horizontal members of the 


rear sub-frame. Where these latter tubes 
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For something built around a KZ1000 engine and a standard fuel tank, this device is the most 





L3 f 
Custom-built, repositioned steering neck is but- 
tressed by extra tubes and carries tapered rollers. 


join the main backbone DesRoches has 
welded in a set of square-section mem- 
bers to prevent the frame from deflecting 
at this juncture. 

The three main upper frame tubes (two 
side rails and the top member) are tied 
together with tubes and mild steel plates. 
The better this under-tank area can be 
bound together, the less likely the steer- 
ing neck is to move, thus changing the 
head angle either in a back-and-forth 
fashion or cross-wise twist. 

Nevertheless, there's a limit to how 
much the handling can be improved by 
additional bracing. DesRoches' final solu- 
tion is a dramatic one, involving Rob 
North, the well-known frame builder and 
fabricator, in El Cajon, California. The 
stock steering neck is lopped off. In its 
place goes a large diameter, mild-steel 
neck using TZ750 tapered rollers. Rela- 
tive to the position of the stock neck, the 
new one is sited down (increased ground 
clearance), rearward (more weight on the 
front wheel), over to the right (for proper 
alignment of the wheels and tire-contact 
patches) and at a greater angle (far more 
head angle than stock). 

This new steering neck is buttressed by 
two one-inch-diameter tubes joining the 
bottom of the neck to the two front down- 
tubes, at which point a one-inch cross- 
tube bridges the downtubes together; fi- 
nally, a %-inch square-section member 
joins said cross-tube with the uppermost 
tube leading back from the steering neck. 

DesRoches believes that once the 
frame is straight and the wheels aligned, 
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Cut-down stock sliders save ounces; Golden Gate 
Bridge of fork braces increases front end rigidity. 


the whole trick in getting the handling 
right lies in the frame's geometry. The 
combination of head angle, dropped 
steering neck, laydown shocks and a vari- 
ety of Kawasaki triple clamps (KZ650 and 
KZ1000) has allowed him to experiment 
(different shock lengths, different triple 
clamps, raising and lowering the tubes in 
the clamps) in order to find optimum 
settings for any given race track. All these 
changes to the rolling chassis have been 
cumulative and are indivisible so far as 
DesRoches knows. 

While the front end has a stock fork 
with cut-down sliders and standard damp- 
ers, other pieces are straight out of the 
racer's catalogue. Master cylinder and 
calipers are KR750 parts with the latest, 
softest pads. The Hunt aluminum discs 
are drilled, something that increases brak- 
ing efficiency (by allowing the gas pro- 
duced by the pads to escape), lowers disc 
temperatures, prevents warping and in- 
creases pad life. The 19-inch WM4 Morris 
magnesium rim normally carries a 350/ 
450 x 19 Dunlop treaded tire, working in 
concert with the latest Dunlop 400/600 x 
18 rear slick that covers the gigantic 18- 
inch WM7 Morris mag. 

Though the tire battle never ends, Dun- 
lops have consistently worked better in 
1978 for Pridmore despite the advent of 
19-inch Goodyear front slicks. Dunlops 
ride smoother (no jackhammering in cor- 
ners) and produce better lap times, in part 
because Pridmore can brake so hard with 
the treaded Dunlop front. 

With 130 horsepower on tap, the Vetter 


KR-750 calipers act on Hunt discs; Van-Nuys-based 
Jewel Hendricks crafted many of the one-off parts. 


Breaker-point ignition (in shortened housing) has 
extra springs to prevent point bounce at high revs. 


Kawasaki Superbike really tests tires. Yet 
the shortblock of this monster is funda- 
mentally stock. Sure, there’s a close-ratio 
five-speed box, but that’s something that 
can be ordered at any Kawasaki dealer. 
The clutch is standard though Des- 
Roches fits PM (Precision Machining) 
springs. The crankshaft assembly is a 
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By shortening the points cover, engine width is re- 
duced one inch. Hole in outside cover is necessary to 
clear hex-head bolt on end of ignition cam; otherwise, 
the cover would have to be wider. Cutting down 
ignition cam shaft and removing the advance mecha- 
nism made it possible to shorten whole assembly. 





replaces alternator and alternator rotor housing. 


straight-from-the-wrapper Z-1 unit. 

There’s one important modification 
downstairs: the sump gets a one-way oil 
gate so that oil does not rush away from 
the pump pick-up under hard accelera- 
tion. The Lockhart oil cooler is mounted at 
the rear on the duckbill; the radiator and 
its oil lines are out of the way when 
NOVEMBER 1978 
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The 70mm Yoshimura pistons are first-rate. Des- 
Roches uses standard pins; compression is 11.8:1. 


DesRoches is working on the KZ engine. 

Having found nothing as reliable as the 
standard contact-breaker ignition, Des- 
Roches has stuck with this “old-fash- 
ioned" system—though he long ago 
discovered that the points need a second 
spring to prevent points-bounce and igni- 
tion break-up. Accel coils and condens- 
ers make up the rest of the ignition 
System. 

More amazing is the inboard relocation 
of the points, and that shortens the right 
side of the engine about an inch and 
produces more cornering clearance. By 
pulling out the advance mechanism and 
reworking the ignition camshaft, the 
points plate could be shifted inward. 
There's no longer room for the condens- 
ers inside the points cavity, so they are 
relocated outside. Besides maximizing 
the amount of inboard relocation, the hole 
in the points cover (permitting the hex- 
head bolt to poke out) allows the crank- 
shaft to be rotated without removing any 
cover. 

On the left side, the changes are less 
subtle. The alternator and its cover have 
been replaced by a quarter-inch alumi- 
num plate with a welded-on stub to cover 
the left end of the crank. In this way, four 
inches came off the left side of the engine, 
making it possible to fiddle with the bike's 
geometry without burying the outboard 
case in the first hard left turn. DesRoches 
admits he could have buzzed off the end 
of the crankshaft, but that would have 
made every crank a special one and vio- 
lated one of his cardinal rules. 
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elaborate accessory yet for high-speed closed-course Kawasaki-style touring. 





De 


KZ650-style shim-under-bucket retainer (left) is used; 
heavier, KZ1000 shim-over-bucket retainer is at right. 
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| 
Valve gear: Manley valve, KZ650-style shim and re- 
tainer; S&W spring assembly, Yoshimura bucket. 


The 70mm Yoshimura cast pistons 
which keep the displacement at 1015ccs 
are much lighter than Kawasaki’s produc- 
tion items. The quality is outstanding; the 
pistons don’t scuff and they don’t break 
even when the 10,500 redline is ignored. 
DesRoches has varied the compression 
ratio, and presently its a calculated 
11.8:1. Of course, every combustion 
chamber must be cc-measured to insure 
that all pots run the same compression. 

Indisputedly the DesRoches engine de- 
velops horsepower in the 125-130 range. 
Those figures turn up on C.R. Axtell’s 
dynomometer in Glendale, California, and 
that device rewards no friend and punish- 
es no enemy. The figures are the figures. 
The Axtell connection indicates how se- 
rious the DesRoches project is because 
money alone can’t get you Ax’s attention. 
Axtell suffers neither fools nor time- 
wasters, and there may be nice projects 
that don’t especially interest him. But Ax- 
tell’s involvement in any project—a com- 
mitment always made with measured 
judgement—automatically elevates that 
program to a much higher level. 

Axtell handles the cylinder head; the 
shapes and sizes of things determine how 
much air the head will flow under given 
conditions. The Manley stainless steel 
valves measure 37.5mm on the intake 
side (stock is 36mm) and 30mm on the 
exhaust (same as stock). 

In terms of flow, the stock Kawasaki 
cylinder head is a very good basic design. 
But Axtell’s cylinder head flows on a 

(Continued on page 97) 
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BONNEVILLE! © 


These are the central points 
to make about the Triumph 
Bonneville: one, there’s 
nothing remotely like it; 

two, only the British would 
build it; three, it’s not 

such a terrific motorcycle; 
and four, people who buy 
them don’t give a damn. 


By Bill Stermer 


€ MY INTRODUCTION TO THE TRIUMPH LEG- 
end began in Mrs. Voorhees' 10th Grade 
English Class in Three Rivers High School 
back in Michigan. Well, actually it started 
just outside Mrs. Voorhees' classroom. 
Mrs. V. was a frail grey-haired lady who 
lived English and could recite William 
Cullen Bryant's "Thanatopsis" by rote. 
She loved Transcendentalists but did not 
love. motorcyclists. Unfortunately for her, 
the traditional two-wheel parking lot of 
Three Rivers High School was located 
between her window and the chain-link 
fence which served to protect the civilized 
world from us high school students. In 
that lot were parked the first motorcycles I 
can remember identifying as. Triumphs. 

Some Seniors rode them. These guys 
wore baggy shirts and pants, had D.A. 
haircuts, carried sunglasses in their shirt 
pockets, and always managed to come up 
with cigarettes from somewhere. In winter 
they distinguished themselves by going 
out into the snow in shirtsleeves. Each 
morning they would disappear down the 
dark hallway which led to the wing con- 
taining the auto shop and machine shop 
and drafting room. Each noon they would 
emerge and gather outside Mrs. V's win- 
dow to talk in monosyllables and ride off 
to their afternoon co-op jobs. These par- 
ticular machines were the older, ratty af- 
fairs cast off by older guys who had left 
school and taken real jobs. The paint was 
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chipped and their engines- were black 
with grease. 

They would first unfold the kick-start- 
ers, then unfold themselves, jump up to- 
ward the sky, and come down in a blur of 
baggy clothes and sunglasses and grimy 
hair and cigarettes falling out of their 
pockets. But not books. They never 
dropped books because they never car- 
ried them. 

When the bikes didn’t start, which was 
usually, they would fabricate a string of 
just wondrous curses, which no doubt 
contributed to Mrs. Voorhees’ greying 
hair. Finally, the Triumphs would bark into 
life. We'd all rush to the window while Mrs. 
V. grimaced, her follicles contracting. The 
Triumphs would momentarily idle there, 
front wheels a shaking blur, while the 
Seniors traded covert cigarettes. Then 
they'd be off in a blast of blue smoke and 
black noise. Shortly, class would end and 
we underclassmen would slink out to 
board our Cushman Eagles and Toppers, 
our Vespas and Lambrettas, our Sim- 
plexes. While we putted. and purred and 
rasped away we all hoped that someday, 
hopefully before graduation, we'd be able 
to afford a Triumph. 

To us it seemed as if there had always 
been Triumphs, that somehow these 650 
vertical twins had been invented shortly 
after the wheel. That wasn't true, of 


course, but the Triumph. was long on: 











. Today's Triumph is 
manufactured in one model 
only, the twin-carb 750cc 
Bonnevile T 140E. There is 
no doubt that this five-speed 
750 is a Triumph . . ." 
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". . . My mentor grinned. ‘No, 
no. You don’t just get up 
and extend your leg. Jump 
up, straighten your leg, 

then shift all your weight 

to it and drop down on the 
kickstarter hard.’ Six kicks 
and two topples later | was 
breaking into a sweat. My 
mentor grinned again, slyly 
this time. ‘This isn’t a bike 

for wimps,’ he chuckled . . .” 


tradition even in the 1960s. In 1937 Tri- 
umph introduced the 500cc vertical 
“Speed Twin.” The new Twin was slim, 
pure of design, and gave young British 
manhood something to think of besides 
facing Hitler’s hordes in a conflict which 
was becoming increasingly inevitable. 
With 28 horses and 6000 rpm the 360- 
pound bike.leaped out of the showrooms 
and onto the streets nearly as quickly as it 
moved in the streets. 

The 500 was quick and light and had 
that classic look; still bigger was better, 
but the 650 Triumph twin did not appear 
until 1950, one World War and 13 years 
after the original 500. 


Cycle’s June, 1952 test of the new 650 
Thunderbird opined that it could top 45 
mph in first gear and would "turn a true 
100 mph." By 1954 Eisenhower was Pres- 
ident and Triumph had two models of the 
650, as the Tiger 110 joined the Thunder- 
bird. While the T-Bird managed 34 horses 
out of 7:1 pistons, the high-performance 
Tiger sported screened air scoops on its 
eight-inch front brake to handle an awe- 
some 43 horsepower. 

In 1959 Triumph escalated the speed 
war with the introduction of the Bon- 
neville. The T 120 was named for the 
Bonneville Salt Flats, that world-famous 
stretch of Utah tabletop where Triumph 
had recently set several world speed rec- 
ords. "The Bonneville gives the highest 
known performance of any standard mo- 
torcycle sold anywhere in the world," the 
ads crowed. "It is a super motorcycle 
designed solely for the expert rider." Such 
horn-blowing did naught to discourage 
Triumph's reputation for quickness or a 
high school sophomore's perceptions of 
the reputed capabilities of the men who 
rode them. Triumph motorcycles were a 
distant whoop from those funny little ma- 
chines advertised in some 1959 issues as 
the Honda Dream. 

Triumph's miscalculation was in not 
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taking the Japanese effort seriously. They 
believed the Japanese made little bikes 
for kids. When the kids grew up they were 
expected to enter the domain of men's 
motorcycles, which were the big 500 and 
650 Triumphs. In 1964 their ads boasted, 
"Triumph motorcycles are enjoying a 
great wave of popularity among those 
who appreciate high performance and 
good value. . ." In 1963 Triumph had had 
a record sales year. The T 120R Bon- 
neville Road Sports still claimed to be the 
fastest standard motorcycle made in the 
world and still advertised itself as "particu- 
larly for the expert rider." The early 1960s 
were the high-water mark for Triumph. 
We pimple-faces listening to Beatles 
records and just beginning to let our 
crew-cuts grow out were impressed with 
Triumphs but we couldn't afford them. 
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Cushmans were our league and so were 
all those little Japanese motorcycles. In 
1964 Cushman scooter ads still appeared 
in the magazine, Vietnam was not yet a 
dirty word, and behind Honda, Yamaha 
and Suzuki the fourth largest Japanese 
motorcycle manufacturer was Tohatsu. 

Three years later, with the draft grab- 
bing us and Vietnam a dirty word, the 
Cushman was almost history and the 
handwriting was on the wall. The hand- 
writing was in Japanese. The short mes- 
sage announced that the 650 Kawasaki 
twin, biggest motorcycle made in Japan, 
was here. The between-the-lines mes- 
sage was unmistakable: Japanese bikes 
were not staying small. They were not 
staying slow, and they would become far 
more complex. 


(Continued on page 74) 
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In a Hurry? Ask About Our 


5-Day Delivery 
Guaranteed! 


Order by Phone 


TOLL FREE 
1-800-633-7564 


In Alabama, Alaska and Hawaii 






Special 48-Hour Delivery 


PERSONALIZED TEAM JERSEY — Great Gift Idea! 


" Ventilated 100% Nylon 


Long or Short Sleeves 

Your name or other message across the 
back of nylon team jersey. One or 2 
lines of lettering, up to 10 letters each 









M/X TEAM PANTS 
Heavy 14-oz. Denim 
in Team Colors $18.99 


Excellent quality, highly protective, 
and smartly styled. Cycle name in 
bold black letters on both sides. 




















Striping. m seem colors d Phone 205-585-3588 $ » line. Giant numeral (your choice) 0 to 
nee pads. i 
Knespochets Glacann : E ( EU aiti ar s E RE 

(No. 75 Pants have no cycle name, E ——— SPOKE WRENCH SET $3.99 - fiss, 7 > and comfort. Further description 
are striped red, white and blue). aS 9, 10 and 11 gauge nipples. Precision machined ^ ; below. Use special boxes in coupon. 
Waist: 24-26-28-30-32-34-36-38-40 ama 2. -piece set. No. 110 , 
No 71 Yamaha S89 No 85 Hoka — 105 HEAVY DENIM M/X JACKET low as $18.99 Long Sleeve 31299 ug; Short Sleeve $339 
No. 73 Sun $1899 — No. 87 Buttaco $18.99 Order yours plain or with your team name. Ay» 12P Hon 14P Kaw COD 77P Hon 79P Kaw 
No. 74 Kawasaki $18.99 No. 88 Can-Am $18.99 Tough long-wearing blue 14-02. denim jacket S Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8. 10 
No. 75 Red, White & Blue, No Team Name $17.99 stitched in red. Snap closing front and cuffs ees CUE IE CAS EA 
2 We make this jacket to look and wear great! = 
PERSONALIZED 14-oz. DENIM BEES Cycle emblem front pocket 
only, $ ; Emblem front pocket plus giant 
M/X PANTS $24.39 11” emblem on back, $21.99; Plain (no SUZUK} $ 
Our top-quality 14-oz. blue denims, emblem), $18.99. $ 
described above. PERSONALIZED FOR YOU Emblem Front Only $19.99 % 
with your name or other message. Upto10 — 91 Yam 02 Hon 03 Suz 04 Kaw c ` d 
letters each side. 3 colorful trim styles. Use Emblems Front & Back $21.99 ^ n 2 
special lines in coupon. No CODs. . (Stim 
mae uso cen, Natl Steven WE Hon DEED dE kaw TEAM JERSEY — LONG SLEEVES $8.99 
No. 57P Red and White Trim Plain (No Team Emblem) $18.99 sru: 100% Ventilated Nylon in Brilliant Team Colors 
No. 58P Green and White Trim No. 05 Plain Jacket Top-quality ventilated 100% nylon Jersey made by our own craftsmen. 


Waist: 24-26-28-30-32-34-36-38-40 Adult: S-M-L-XL; Child: 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 | EON DA] Pc name Es a sleeves. Practical and stylish jersey 
izes Adult S-M-L-XL Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16 
YAMAHA No. 11 Yamaha No. 12 Honda No. 13 Suzuki No. 14 Kawasaki 


Team Jersey $5.99 
CROSSBAR PAD Bright Team Colors, 
In Team Colors — Short Sleeves - Our own 





i great ventilated nylon short 
NYLON M/X PANTS 2 d^ 052 49 ilated 
Rs * sleeve team jersey, with cycle 
Personalized or with CHEST PROTECTOR $8.99 12" - $2.99 action design on chest. Buy for 
T N PI i 
eam Name, or Flain In bright team colors. One size fits all 41 Yam 42Hon 43 Suz gifts — or for yourself. 
Low as $29.99 51 Yam 52 Hon 53 Suz 54 Kaw 44 Kaw 45 Plain Black No. 76 Yam No. 78 Suz 


61 Hod 62 Husq 63 Bul 64 Can-Am No. 77 Hon No. 79 Kaw 
TEAM TOOL BAG $4.99 Sizes: Adult S-M-L-XL 


f X 
Tough simulated leather. Team design. hem Child 6-8,10-12, 14-16 
Inner loop for safe mounting. 5” x 72” a ER - 

^ c No. 65 Yam j [5] j PLAIN NYLON M/X JERSEY - No Team Name 


No. 66 Hon With or Without Your 


Heavy nylon pants, fully padded, 
with team name or your name or 
other lettering in bold letters 
across back. We make them of 
glossy nylon to resist tears, 
snags, abrasion, weather and 
wind. Scotchgard finsh repels 






water and stains. Machine a : i 
washable. Talon heavy-duty n e su TEAM CAP $4.49 Custom Lettering 
zippers. Snap rear pocket. Two No. 69 N S Sele SHORT SLEEVE 
brilliant color combinations. No Nanie Heavy twill, brilliant 
better gift for your favorite cyclist Racing BLUE with Red trim or GOLD e a le $4.98 each $8.99 each 
or for yourself. with Black trim. SPECIFY COLOR. HEX GRIPS 2 Hon 24 Kaw No Lettering Personalized 
Waist Sizes: 24-26-28-30 Wo. 100 py No. 100 P (No CODs) : 2 No 90 — White No 90P 
32-34-36-38-40 9 ain PERSONALIZED $2.49 pair | No 91 Black No. 91P 
$29.99 pr. give lettering $34.99 Fit all handlebars. NEW! H: 22 Red No. 92P 
in coupon 38 Clear 39 Yellow ! SEN o Green No 93P 
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101 Yamaha 103 Suzuki 105 Hodaka 107 Bultaco nylon jersey. Choice of 5 colors, 
102 Honda 104 Kawasaki — 106 Husqvarna 108 Can-Am Fender Flap $1.99 Free Gifts | BOOT [oni GF Ran Sleeves Nooan LONG SLEEVE 
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any speed. No. 10 CATALOG! treated to prevent foot odor. One size fits all. NO CODs on PERSONALIZED JERSEYS No. 18 Green No 18P 
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Vented Unbreakable DOGLEG Guaranteed Unbreakable 
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d $2.49 each High-impact yellow plastic. Self Brake and clutch lever set mounts to any 


lubricating. Fits all handlebars. No. 46 handlebars without removing grips. No. 35 


M/X RACING TANK COVER $8.99 
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Suzuki 
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Fits all helmets 
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THE GREAT ~~ 


-LEXINGTON 


BLITZ. 


By Dave Hawkins 


With a total winning margin ~ 
of one minute 18 seconds, two- 
time AMA motocross champ 
Broc Glover won the 125 U.S.G.P. 
and blew the Europeans so 





' deep into the weeds that they 


haven't been heard from since. 


CYCLE 





@ THE EUROPEANS HAVE ALWAYS CLAIMED A 
supremacy in motocross, a sport they 
invented. During the European invasions 
of the early Inter-AMAs, foreign aces 
pounded the best American riders into 
submission. Meanwhile, a new generation 
of American riders was growing up on 
minibikes. Eventually those riders gradu- 
ated to the 125 class where they learned 
one thing: reputations only last until the 
next race. 

Back in Europe, Gaston Rahier was 
busy winning the 125 World Champion- 
ship with monotonous regularity. When 
the US 125 Championship race at Lex- 
ington, Ohio came around, Rahier usually 
had such a large points lead that his heart 
wasn't really into racing. Only in 1977 did 
Rahier,en route tohis third championship, 
demonstrate his star qualities by winning 
the 125 USGP, a first for any European. 

But 1978 proved to be quite different. 
Akira Watanabe barely led the points 
derby, Rahier was second, and Gerard 
Rond held a close third. Like it or not, all 
the Europeans were deadly serious about 
the American round: they had to get on 
the gas. But they didn't. The rising young 
American stars blazed brightly while the 
high-luster Europeans faded quicker than 
a dime-store bumper sticker. 

The traditionally dusty Ohio track was 
in perfect, untypical condition. Peter 
Weidner, the promoter, had installed 3.5 
miles of four-inch plastic water pipe, com- 
plete with 260 pop-up sprinkler heads that 
distributed seven gallons of water per 
minute. Thirty-four straight days without 
rain had left the Ohio countryside quite 
unusually dry, but the sprinkler system 
kept the track moist and tacky, making the 
difference between a hopelessly dusty 
track and one with perfect traction and 
20/20 visibility. 

As the track dried out, Saturday's prac- 
tice times came down. Early in the day the 
195-pound Dutch rider, Gerard Rond, 
posted the fastest time on his factory 
water-cooled Yamaha: two minutes, 
57.05 seconds. Bob Hannah, attracted to 
the race by handsome start money, rode 
an OW27 that his mechanic, Keith Mc- 
Carty, had built out of parts from the 1977 
125 National bikes of Hannah and Glover. 
Bob shattered Rond's time on the make- 
shift machine. Just a few laps later, with 
the track drying to perfection, 125 Na- 
tional Champion Broc Glover bettered 
Hannah's 2:52.7 by almost a second; Broc 
thought that would settle the matter. 
Hannah then returned to the track and 
posted a 2:52 flat. Then Glover made a 
heady move. He rode off the track and 
into the pits with just 10 minutes of timed 
practice left. Everyone thought Hannah 


had won the battle for the quickest time. . 


Then with just five minutes remaining, 
Glover returned to the almost-deserted 
track to post the best time of the day: 
2:50:11. 

Broc qualified on a bike he ran early in 
the 1978 season. Midway into the 125 
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After a painful f first moto crash, Gaylon Mosier started the second moto with a holeshot and finished it in second. 


National series, he had received a new 
works bike and parked his old one. Unwill- 
ing to risk the new motocrosser for the 
GP, Broc used his old bike saving the 
works machine for the 125 National se- 
ries, far more vital to Glover than the 
USGP. 

All was not well with the old bike. During 
Saturday's timed practice Broc had com- 
plained to Jim Felt, his mechanic, that the 
old OW was vibrating. So Felt missed 
dinner and alot of sleep searching out the 
Yamaha's problem. In a local Yamaha 
shop Jim worked until 4 a.m. splitting the 
cases and checking everything. The 
crank was slightly out of true—and so it 
was replaced. As Jim checked back into 


his motel room for a nap before the 6 a.m. ` 


Between motos, Gerard Rond fought off the oppres- 
sive Ohio humidity with a cool towel and water bucket. 





wake-up, an ugly weather front was al- 
ready sweeping into Lexington. 

The morning of race day dawned bright 
and clear but with dark, threatening 
clouds to the northwest. With the weather 
front also came a refreshing breeze, 
something the Europeans welcomed. The 
riders were lined up according to their 
qualifying times—except Hannah whom 
the FIM considers an official 250cc class 
rider. In 125 international competition 
Hannah could ride for money but not for 
points. Ironically, according to the official 
ruling, he had to start in the second row 
alongside Jimmy Weinert’s water-cooled 
Kawasaki so Hannah “would not get in 
the way of riders contesting for points.” 

When the gate fell for the first moto, 
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Gerard Rond credits his father/team mechanic: “He 
settles me down a lot and takes care of everything.” 


45 








pae "de o 


* 


P 





Marty Moates combined seventh and third place moto finishes for a third overall and top privateer honors. 


LEXINGTON BLITZ 


Broc Glover led the charge up the grassy 
start hill and through the first turn. Rond 
on the international Yamaha was second 
and Warren Reid, third. Reid was on a 
new pre-production Honda 125. The 
Honda was obviously slower than all the 
factory bikes and a lot of the privateer 
efforts; Warren's great start testified to his 
determination—not to the competitive- 
ness of the bike. At the completion of lap 
one, Glover had a secure first place 
ahead of Gaylon Mosier and Rond. 

Trapped in traffic in the second turn, 
Hannah completed the first lap third from 
last place. As he began to knife his way 
through traffic, Glover raced uncontested 
in front and built up a 20-second lead 
within five laps. While Broc stretched the 
margin to 32 seconds on the sixth lap, 
Hannah worked his way into fifth place 
passing riders everywhere on the track. In 
the heated battle for second Mosier fell 
hitting the handlebar with his stomach 
and legs. He retired. Rond then inherited 
a temporarily safe second place. Hannah 
moved into third and closed on Rond 
whom he reeled in shortly after the 30- 
minute mark. 

Hannah had his 125 going as fast as 
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physically possible. Hannah, riding at 
twelve-tenths, tried to chisel away at 
Glover’s sizeable advantage. On a rough 
straight, with the throttle held wide open, 
Hannah’s bike began to swap ends. At the 
speed he was going, one side led to a 
bigger swap on the other side. Soon 
Hannah looked like a flag with just his 
hands holding him on the bike. Every now 
and then his body would flop on the seat 
as he tried to save it. Finally the laws of 
physics prevailed and Hannah went 
down. The fall dropped him back to 
fourth, behind Reid who was thrashing 
the Honda as hard as it would go. 
Hannah lost no time in regaining the 
lost ground; within two laps he worked his 
way back into second place by repassing 
Reid and Rond. As the moto ended, 
Glover took a comfortable victory with 
Hannah in a secure second. Since Han- 
nah was not an official competitor, the 
official second-place award went to 
Gerard Rond. Warren Reid followed with 
a third ahead of teammate Steve Wise. 
Top privateer, with a fifth, was Mark Greg- 
son on an LOP-sponsored Suzuki. World 
Champ Rahier tallied a sixth to hold off a 
trio of American privateers: Marty Moates, 
Mike Guerra and David Taylor. KTM’s 
Siegfried Lerner filled out the top 10. 
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Austrian Siegfried Lerner was sixth overall on a KTM. 


Between motos while the Americans 
sat back in the shade and rested, the 
Europeans practically passed out from 
heat exhaustion. Even with the cool 
breeze accompanying the weather front, 
temperatures soared into the 80s, though 
that was substantially cooler than the 97- 
degree heat on Saturday. The heat had 
claimed Watanabe in the first moto. Near 
the end the Japanese rider fell; the strain 
of falling, remounting and racing took the 
Japanese rider out. Though he survived 
the first moto, Gaston Rahier looked pale, 
and a broken and bandaged little finger 
didn’t brighten his chances for a come- 
back in the final moto. Then there was 
Koji Masuda, who had drunk too much 
water after the race and gone into mild 
convulsions. Although Masuda has been 
in America several years, he (as well as 
the other Japanese and European riders) 
has always found it very difficult to adjust 
to the humidity. Gerard Rond, managing 
better than most, sat under the Yamaha 
awning with a cold towel around his neck 
and his feet in a bucket of water. 

As the riders lined up for the second- 
moto start, the weather front continued to 
move in and the sky turned storm-cloud 
black. Gaylon Mosier hit the gate perfectly 
and rocketed his Kawasaki into the lead 
through turn one. Hannah got a much 
better start than in the opening moto; by 
first half-lap he was in fourth just behind 
Watanabe. There was a series of two 
jumps close together that everyone ex- 
cept Hannah was taking in the conven- 
tional way, one at a time. Hannah had 
been leaping both mounds all day. Just 
after the twin jumps was a right-hand turn. 
Over this terrain Hannah had a confronta- 
tion with Watanabe, an episode that will 
not be soon forgotten by either rider. 

"| had a million-dollar drive up Watana- 
be's inside. He jumped the first mound 
and then pulled right in front of me! | was 
totally in the air, and | couldn't avoid him 
and came down right on top of him. | think 
| nicked his helmet with my front tire. | 
destroyed his throttle." 

The collision knocked Watanabe com- 
pletely off his bike while Hannah bounced 
off man and machine and through the 
next turn. Only when Bob hit the berm did 
he finally crash. The crowd loved Han- 
nah's forceful move, but Watanabe's par- 
tisans were outraged. The world points 
leader had been flattened by an American 
rider who was not even racing for points. 
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Ivan Alborghetti rode an Aprilla to a ninth overall. 





The crash forced Watanabe to retire, 


less than one lap into the second moto. As | 


Hannah restarted at mid-pack, Gaylon 
Mosier pulled away from Wise into a com- 


fortable lead. Moates was third with :2* 


Glover close behind—then, finally, a cou- 
ple of Europeans. Lerner and Rond held 


fifth and sixth places. By the 15-minute £ M 


mark Hannah had charged through the 
pack; his shotgun progress had hardly 
been uneventful. 





While passing Warren Reid, Hannah ; i. 


took out the Honda's front wheel and 
launched Warren over the bars. Reid la- 
mented later: "| got a bad start and | 
passed all the Europeans. | didn't know it 
was Hannah behind me or | would have 
pulled over. | had a third in the first moto 
and could have done very well overall. 
Hannah isn't eligible for points so there 
was no need to dice with him. He just dove 
up my inside, then swung wide and took 
away my front wheel. After that | had to 
pull off because my wrist hurt too much to 
hang onto the bars." 

Putting Reid's Flying Walenda imitation 
behind him, Hannah tucked in behind 
Glover. But at that same time Hannah's 
front tire lost all its air pressure, and Bob 
was forced to retire. On nearly the same 
lap, Rahier pulled off complaining of a 
painful hand. 





Fourth place Mark Gregson leads Mosier and Glen 
Johnson past the start/finish international flag display. 


NOVEMBER 1978 





Early in the year at the 125 Nationals, 
constant countershaft problems ham- 
pered Honda riders Reid and Wise. Drive- 
line problems persisted at the USGP as 
Wise was sidelined by a transmission 
failure in his new prototype 125. With 
Wise out, Rond moved into fourth behind 
Glover who was on Moates' rear fender. 
Mosier was still out front at the half-way 
point running along under tanked-up 
Skies. 

Glover pressured Moates waiting for a 
mistake. That happened on the back part 
of the course. Moates missed a rutted 
berm with his rear wheel. With his front 
tire slotted in the groove and his back tire 
sliding on the outside, Marty went down. 
Pulling his bike back up Moates held off 
Glover with his left leg forcing Broc to stop 
in the tight turn. Finally Glover squeezed 
by and began to run down Mosier. 

Rain was falling when Broc pulled up 
on Mosier. With just a few laps remaining 
Glover charged into Mid-Ohio's tight off- 
camber left hander just behind Mosier; 
Broc slid out and dropped his bike on its 
side for just an instant. That was a mis- 
take, but Broc's dive proved even more 
costly to Gaylon. In an effort to hold off 
Glover, Mosier held on the gas longer 
than he should have and ended up going 
over the berm and crashing. In this melee 
Broc was up in a flash, but Gaylon found it 
harder to get back in the action and fell to 
second place. Broc completed the lap to 
take the white flag and hold onto the lead 
for a perfect one-one moto score. Mosier 
finished second ahead of Moates, Rond, 
Siegfried Lerner, Danny Turner, Mike 
Guerra, Ron Turner, Mark Gregson and 
Ivan Alborghetti. 

Out of the top 10 overall finishers, only 
three were: Europeans. Watanabe and 
Rahier, one-two in the points standings, 
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failed to crack the top 10. Only third-place 
Rond found the trip to the US worthwhile. 
He collected 20 points.in his chase for the 
World Championship. Rond was the only 
European to show much determination at 
the USGP. The Russians and Czechoslo- 
vakian riders didn't show this year in an 
unofficial protest over the Soviet/Ameri- 
can tussle concerning the Shcharansky 
trial in Russia. 

The Americans have proved, this year 
without doubt, that they are the best col- 
lective group of 125 riders in the world. 
Many riders complained about the rough 
riding of Hannah, but none complained 
about Glover, who was the fastest and 
smoothest rider in Ohio. Foreign riders 
may battle it out for the championship in 
Europe, but to see the fastest 125 riders in 
the world everyone will have to wait for the 








mid-Ohio 125 GP next year. @ 
125 United States Grand Prix: 
1. Broc Glover .........Yam ................ 1-1 
2. Gerard Rond ........ 
3. Marty Moates ........ 
4. Mark Gregson ...... 
5. Mike Guerra .......... 
6. Siegfried Lerner .... 
7. Dan Turner............ 
8. Ron Turner............ 
9. Ivan Alborghetti ....APR ............ 11-10 
10. Gaylon Mosier ...... IK8W a DNF-2 
Bob Hannah .......... Yiams cosas 2-DNF 
11. Warren Reid..........Hon ........... 3-DNF 
12. Steve Wise ............ Inlofübese 4-DNF 
13. Gaston Rahier ...... SUZ mmm 6-DNF 
14. Bob Collie.............. SUZ. o 15-13 
15. Glen Johnson........ SUZ ae sv 18-11 
16. David Taylor .......... SUZ i eec 9-DNF 
17. Rick Anderson ...... m 19-12 
18. Koji Masuda .......... SUZ ewe 14-DNF 
19. Alan Logue............ Yam... ases 16-DNF 
20. David Grimes ........ Mee 17-DNF 
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@ YAMAHA STRUCK THE JACKPOT WHEN THEY 
introduced the TT500 in 1976. By combin- 
ing an ageless good idea—the big-bore 
four-stroke single-cylinder engine—with 
modern technology, Yamaha produced a 
unique machine. Immediately after the TT 
hit the dealers’ floors, closet thumper- 
freaks rejoiced, remembering the days 
when dirt bikes were sleds and engines 
without valves powered lawnmowers. Ap- 
parently, Yamaha discovered that this 
core of die-hard dinosaur-lovers might 
not be highly vocal, but it was large. So 
Yamaha added the XT500 for dual-pur- 
pose bike fanciers and the SR500 for 
everybody else. 


Other Japanese. manufacturers: were * 
not blind to the popularity of this series. . 


Suzuki introduced two 370s, lighter but 
less powerful than the 500s. And it's not 
too radical an idea to suggest that Honda 
may apply the new XL250's technology to 
a larger machine. Kawasaki, armed with 
its KL250 experience, has the capability to 
build a big-inch thumper. And Kawasaki 
has a record of examining trends (the 
acceptance of four-cylinder road bikes) 
and then building a stupendous machine 
(like the Z-1). 

We're in the midst of the Thumper 
Renaissance because noise and emis- 
sions’ standards are squeezing out two- 
strokes on the street and—more impor- 
tantly—because four-stroke singles are 
genuinely enjoyable machines to ride in 
the dirt. Fundamentally, people want a big 
four-stroke single for fun, and that quality 
can be almost exclusively defined by the 
inimitable feeling of having in one’s right 
hand well over 25 pounds/feet of torque 
at any instant the engine is spinning be- 
tween 4000 and 6000 rpm. Because a 
healthy powerband is a thumper’s reason 
for being, the more power it has the 
better. Of course there’s a trade-off: the 
more power the heavier. 

As of late 1978, the Yamaha 500 is the 
largest, most powerful and heaviest 
thumper marketed. This bulletproof en- 
gine offers all the power the normal play- 

: rider can use. Also, it has established a 
48 


CYCLE DIRT TEST 


In its third year of production, 
the TT500 comes to us with no 
surprises. Everyone knows it’s 
heavy, has lousy shocks, puts 
out a ton of power and is more 
enjoyable to ride cross country 

than any machine of its kind. 


MAHA TT500 
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reputation for being functionally sound 
and easily modified. Since 1976 there 
have been few changes to the power- 
plant. The downswept pipe was replaced 
in 1977 by an up-pipe which varies a 
couple of things. First, it offers more 
ground clearance. Next, it alters the en- 
gine’s power characteristics somewhat. 
On the Webco dynamometer the TT 
would not pull evenly at 2500 or 3000 rpm, 
while Cycle’s 1976 test bike and 1978 SR 
both developed horsepower at the bottom 
without complaint. Also, at 4000 rpm, this 
year’s bike is down about a horsepower 
compared to the original machine. Of 
course, the factory has done ample 
homework and offset the loss with a pre- 
dictable gain in high-rpm power. In the 
mid-range the TT produces about one 
horsepower more than the 1976 bike, 
makes two horsepower more at 6000 to 
6500 rpm and, because it does not drop 
off as quickly, finishes making three 
horsepower more. at 7000 rpm. The TT 
has always produced enough power for 
some real thrills; Yamaha has simply ca- 


tered to most everyone’s desire for more- 
for-the-sake-of-more. 

It would be difficult for Yamaha to im- 
prove on the basic 500cc engine by rais- 
ing its 7000-rpm redline. The reasonable 
mechanical limit of 4000 piston-feet per 
minute occurs at 7250 rpm for this 87 x 
84mm engine. Yamaha engineers have 
scaled the systems of the 500-engine to 
work within the seven-grand ball park. 
Larger valves, for example, would be 
overkill; the 45mm intake and 39mm ex- 
haust valves admit and release as much 
fuel as the 34mm carburetor can supply to 
the 500cc lung. The 14-pound exhaust 
system also does a good job; though the 
muffler may snuff some power, the si- 
lencer isn’t as restrictive as its gargantuan 
size might imply. 

Here at Cycle there’s other evidence 
that the 500 engine is a well-balanced, 
thoroughly developed design. In Cycle's 
series of SR500E hop-up articles, it has 
become increasingly evident that there’s 
no easy way to improve (spelled more 
horsepower) the Yamaha. Larger carbs 
(of whatever brand) generally hinder per- 
formance in most rpm ranges. Hot cam- 
shafts have boosted output but only at 
very high revs. In short, given the design 
objective of building a big four-stroke 
playbike with a powerband you can enjoy, 
Yamaha has done nearly as well with their 
500 as present-day technology permits. 

Component parts of the 500 engine 
suggest Yamaha’s concern for long-term 
reliability. The camshaft rides on ball 
bearings rather than plain-bearing inserts 
or simply journals machined directly in the 
cylinder head. To be sure, plain bearings 
are just fine so long as there’s a high- 
pressure supply of clean oil; when there’s 
not, it’s big trouble. Given the rather primi- 
tive state of motorcycle oil filters and the 
average rider’s tendency to overrev an 
engine and to neglect oil changes, there’s 
always a possibility of marginal lubrica- 
tion—a condition which ball bearings can 
tolerate far better than plain ones. 

A four-valve head might be beneficial if 
the TT500 had a very short stroke and 
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high potential redline. Then the lower 
reciprocating mass of a four-valve setup 
would be an advantage in order to elevate 
the redline and increase the reliability at 
that level; in any case, a four-valve head 
would centrally locate the spark plug to 
produce the shortest possible flame 
travel. As things stand now, the 45mm 
intake and 39mm exhaust valves provide 
enough valve area for good breathing at 
7000 rpm. Actually, the 500's breathing 
limits have less to do with valve sizes than 
inlet tract shapes. On the SR500, Yamaha 
has experimented with reshaping both 
tracts and enlarging the intake valve. 
Comparing the dyno charts of the TT and 
SR reveals that the TT's different pipe has 


improved the 500's high-rpm power as 
much as the SR's different valving. 

A standard, ball-bearing-mounted, 
pressed-together crankshaft allows the 
use of a one-piece rod that rides on a 
needle bearing. The connecting rod's 
small end is copper-treated and holds the 
piston pin on a plain bearing surface. At 
stock power levels this piston-mounting 
setup is perfectly adequate. 

A dry-sump lubrication system with two 
trochoidal pumps feeds oil to the engine. 
The larger scavenge unit pumps oil from 
the sump to the reservoir, which is the 
frame top- and down-tubes. An in-line 
bypass feeds oil to the transmission 
layshaft and mainshaft. Cooled oil from 
the reservoir goes to the smaller unit, 
which pumps oil via an in-line filter to the 
camshaft and crankshaft big-end. Any 


500cc single-cylinder engine is inherently 
tall, but Yamaha's dry-sump system helps 
keep its height minimal. 

A typical inductive breaker points igni- 
tion provides the spark for the 500 (the 
SR500E has pointless ignition). A heavy 
external flywheel mounts to the crank- 
shaft's left end, and the points are oper- 
ated by an idler gear off the right side of 
the crankshaft. In a single-cylinder engine 
(and to a degree in a twin), operating the 
points off the crank offers a more precise 
method of timing the spark. There's far 
less slop between crankshaft position and 
the points when the ignition is driven off 
an idler gear, rather than off the end of the 
camshaft which spins on the end of a long 
loop of timing chain. A centrifugal ad- 
vance-retard points plate is also included 
to help start the 500. 





A five-speed transmission and 15-plate 
clutch transmit power to the rear wheel. 
The primary gears (77/30) are straight- 
cut, and a standard primary-kick system 
allows starting in any gear. 

Cost, weight and space considerations 
persuaded Yamaha engineers to forget 
engine counterbalancers. Instead, they 
have sought to minimize vibration of the 
entire powerplant by mounting the engine 
very securely. There are five motor 
mounts holding the engine; three of the 
mounts are attached to the chassis in two 
different spots. All the mounts are heavily 
gusseted and the bolts are secured with 
Loctite. If the engine is removed these 
mounts demand a proper job of reinstalla- 
tion; any loosening of the nuts results in 
an incredible amount of shaking, which 
goes to show how effective the secure 


High-speed stability is improved by lowering the fork in the triple clamps, but cornering ability suffers. 





attachments work to damp vibration. 

There have also been very few changes 
to the TT’s suspension. While the engine 
does not warrant much refinement, the 
500’s suspension and frame do. The fork 
springs have been lengthened from 
491mm (19.4 in.) on the C-model to 
515mm (20.3 in.) on the E-model. Other 
features, such as its center-axle design, 
36mm fork tubes and ball-bearing 
mounted triple clamps, remain un- 
changed. Furthermore, there's been no 
improvement in front suspension travel; 
its still 195mm (7.7 in.) Yamaha has 
increased the travel of the DeCarbon 
shocks (with dual-rate springs) from 
100mm (3.9 in.) to 110mm (4.3 in.), which 
in turn increases the rear wheel travel 
from 144mm (5.6 in.) to 159mm (6.2 in.). 
Raising the rear of the motorcycle with 
longer shocks has reduced the rake and 
trail from 30.5 degrees/135mm to 30 de- 
grees/ 132mm. 

No changes have been made to the 
single-downtube, full-cradle frame with 
mild-steel tubular construction. The swing 
arm, which rides on needle bearings, has 
been similarly fabricated. All the various 
minor changes to the TT have increased 
its weight from 285 to 293 pounds. 

When the TT was introduced in 1976, 
everyone who had ever owned a BSA or While the Yama-banger may not 


Matchless began comparing the Yamaha be the lightest or most agile 


to the thumpers of the 1950s and 1960s. 
Field experience in the last three years one-lunger around today, the TT 


has demonstrated that there's a world of /S incontestably the most power- 
difference in power, handling and reliabil-  fy/ thumper on the market. 


ity. The old singles were never as good as 
the Yamaha. But more and more four- If an abundance of torque and 


stroke playbikes are appearing, and any "Orsepower is anyone's sole 
discussion of the 1978 500's performance reason for buying a four-stroke, 
must deal in comparative terms. While the the Yamaha TT500 is the 
Yama-banger may not be the lightest or l 
most agile one-lunger around today, the best buy on the market. 
TT is incontestably the most powerful 
thumper on the market. If an abundance 
of torque and horsepower is anyone’s 
sole reason for buying a four-stroke, the 
Yamaha is the best buy on the market. 

Starting the machine, contrary to some 
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exaggerated rumors, cannot be done by 
hand, and wearing tennis shoes while 
kicking it over is not recommended. It 
takes a good healthy jab to turn over the 
500, and it is certainly more difficult to 
start than any 250, 350 or 370 on the 
market. The rider has the benefit of a 
plastic window on the right side of the 
camshaft cover; when a small white mark 
appears in the window the engine is ready 
to fire. There is also a compression re- 
lease which opens the exhaust valve to let 
the engine turn over easily to get the white 
mark in view. The carburetor has an en- 
riching device, so no throttle is necessary, 
and the choke is needed only in cold 


Make and model 
Price, suggested retail 


ENGINE 


Four-stroke, single-cylinder with 
two-valve, single-overhead-camshaft head 
and roller-chain timing drive 

87 x 84mm (3.42 x 3.30 in.) 
499cc (30.45 cu. in.) 


Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Exhaust system 


silencer/spark arrestor 
Inductive, breaker-points, magneto 
Oiled foam, washable 


Ignition 

Air filtration 
Oil filtration 
Oil capacity 
Bhp @ rpm 
Torque @ rpm 


TRANSMISSION 


Five-speed, constant-mesh, wet-plate clutch 
Straight-cut gear, 77/30, 2.566 
#520 chain, 50/15 sprockets, 3.33:1 
(1) 33/14 (2) 28/18 (3) 25/21 

(4) 22/24 (5) 21/27 


Primary drive 
Final drive 
Gear ratios, overall 


CHASSIS 


Single-downtube, full-cradie, tubular 
mild-steel frame and swing arm 
KYB center-axle, oil-spring fork 


Suspension, front 


rear 


Wheelbase 
Rake/ Trail 
Brake, front 


Wheel, front 


KYB DeCarbon-design shocks with 
five-way-adjustable pre-load and dual- 
rate springs in the lay-down position 


30°/132mm (5.20 in.) 

Cable-actuated drum with 130 x 
22mm (5.12 x 0.87 in.) brake shoes 
Three-piece rocker-rod-actuated drum 
with 160 x 25mm (6.30 x 0.98 in.) brake shoes 
Aluminum D.I.D. 1.60 x 21 rim 





Tri-section brake rod, drilled to save weight, helped 
provide progressive action. Shocks could be better. 


Seat height 
Ground clearance 


Test weight 


9.0:1 (full stroke) 

(1) 34mm Mikuni 
Upswept pipe with 6600 Orangethorpe 
(714) 522-9444 


Washable strainer 
2.4 liters (2.5 qt.) 
29.29 @ 6000 
26.54 @ 5500 


Engine 
S 


s del 
19.05 


Fuel capacity, main/reserve 
Curb weight, full tank 


peed BHP Torque 

19.83 

2503. — —L— 
. 25.95 
.. 2625 
. 26.54 
.. 25.64 
3.19 
.. 21.06 
. 16.48 

13.73 





weather. The bike always requires an 
enthusiastic poke at the lever, but with 
practice the rider can develop a one- or 
two-kick procedure. 

Power characteristics of the TT are 
reasonably well suited to riding on tight 
trails and in wooded country. The 500 can 
go quite fast in the lower gears if the rider 
really revs the engine hard, but running 
the TT in the high-rpm level in any gear is 
awkward. The relatively high compres- 
sion (9.0:1) and substantial flywheel effect 
make the bike jerk if the throttle is not 
operated smoothly. There’s a more effi- 
cient and enjoyable way to ride the TT: 
upshift early and let the bike’s excellent 
torque do the job. But in very tight terrain 
or when tackling a series of hills at low 

(Continued on page 57) 


Dunlop Sports Senior 3.00 x 21, 4 pr 
Dunlop Sports Senior 4.60 x 18, 4 pr 


838mm (33 in.) 
229mm (9.0 in.) 
8.5 liters (2.2 gal.) 
133 kg (293 Ibs.) 
210 kg (463 Ibs.) 


CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT 
Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. 


Buena Park CA 90620 


Yamaha TT500 
Test Conditions: 
Barometer 29.90 
Temperature 
72°F Wet 84°F Dry 
Correction Factor 1.056 
Date of Test: 8/8/78 
As Tested on the 
Webco Dyno 
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TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 





1426mm (56.1 in.) 














with one rim lock 


Aluminum D.I.D. 2.15 x 18 rim 
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with two rim locks RPMx100 20 
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ow you 
can leave the 
competition 
two strokes behind. 


ew Honda XR250. 








Four-stroke power and tractability 
in anew enduro-ready es 


showroom floor. A machine that 


— From the muddy, slippery slogs of combines advanced four-stroke 
machine, Eastern enduros to the sizzling, technology, long-travel suspension, | 
power-robbing .heat of the Western light weight and a host of special 
deserts, competitors have been features that make it the complete 
awaiting the arrival of an enduro- enduro machine that it is. 
ready four-stroke dirt bike. And Four-Stroke Performance 
Honda has delivered. Introducing the With its big-bore, short-stroke, 


OHC, single-cylinder engine pumping 
out strong torque over a wide power- 
"d " 


N 





Y 





band, the all-new XR250 is ready to 
take on the competition. The XR's 
inherent four-stroke tractability helps 
get you through the slow stuff. While 
a responsive 30.5 mm carburetor, 
high-performance four-valve 
Pentroof™ head and hot-sparking CD 
ignition help power you across the 
fast stuff. And the four-stroke XR250 
offers other advantages, too. It gets 
good gas mileage, resists plug fouling 


and reduces high-frequency vibration. 


The impressive XR2505 got a 
speed for every need —competition 
to weekend trai! rides. The broad 
powerband and crisp-shifting five- 
speed transmission help ensure it. 





Long-Travel Suspension 

The suspension floats the new 
XR250 over rough terrain. A leading- 
axle front fork soaks up a lot of off- 
road punishment through 8.8 inches 
of travel. In back, CR250R-type gas- 
pressurized laydown shocks deliver 
7.8 inches of cushioning action. 

With moss-covered rocky streams 
and cactus-peppered desert trails 
to pick his way through, steering 
precision is high on an enduro rider's 
priorities. That's where Honda's 
unique 23-inch front wheel and 
exclusive Honda-designed new 
pattern enduro tires excel. The front 
wheel helps the XR steer, corner and 
brake better by laying a longer 
footprint on the ground. And its 
larger diameter rolls more easily over 
potholes and whoop-de-doos. The 


OHC 4-valve head, 


veg m P| 
EY dual header pipes. 





new claw-action tires not only pene- 
trate soft dirt like a regular knobby, 
but actually grip it to increase traction 
and stability. 

The all-new 1979 Honda XR250 
has it all. Performance, tractability and 
a host of competition-ready features 
like those detailed on the next page. 


Surprisingly Light 

And now for the clincher. 

Remember the myth that four- 
strokes have to be heavy? Honda's 
just disproved it. The new Honda 
XR250 weighs only 252 Ibs. dry. 

So if you want to spend your 
weekends playing beat the clock, 
see the new 1979 Honda XR250, 
arriving soon (currently scheduled 
for November 1978 release) at 
your Honda dealer. 








Designed to race. Equipped to win. 
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Combination 
headlight/front 
number plate. 









Offset-axle fork, 
tucked- in trailing 
brake arm. 












Folding tip shift 
and brake levers. 






Always wear a helmet and eye protection. 
Designed for off-road, operator use only. 

Model availability may be limited. 

Specifications are subject to change without notice. For free 
brochure, write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. C118XR, 
Box 50, Gardena, CA 90247. ©1978 AHM Co., Inc. 


GOING STRONG! 


CIRCLE NO. 29 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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speed, the need for immediate and abun- 
dant throttle response practically man- 
dates the use of the lower gears. Though 
the Suzuki DR370 also has difficulty pull- 
ing a full load on the dyno under 3500 
rpm, its mild power and more agile han- 
dling characteristics make it easier and 
more pleasant to ride in tight terrain than 
the Yamaha. 

Clutch and gearbox actuation of the 
500 is good but not superb. Operation of 
the clutch lever is easy on your left fore- 
arm, and the clutch is not really necessary 
in third through fifth. In all cases, gears 
engage precisely with a minimum amount 
of gearshift lever throw. 

The 34mm Mikuni carburetor works 
very well in 3000- to 6000-foot elevations 
without making jet changes. The engine 
responds immediately to your right wrist; 
even sudden full-throttle snap-ons in low- 
rpm running do not result in bogging. 

Though the 500’s power is well suited 
to forest trail riding, unfortunately the rest 
of the machine is not. The rake and trail 
offer fairly neutral steering, and the 56- 
inch wheelbase makes the TT as nimble 
as a 500cc, 293-pound bike can be. But 
the weight of the bike—and especially its 
weight distribution—makes the Yamaha 
feel clumsy. In all types of riding the 500 
feels as if too much weight is concen- 
trated in the rear of the machine. 

The suspension, furthermore, is not 
suited to the sharp jolts brought on by the 
inevitable contact with rocks, logs, tree 
roots or staircase trail-ledges. The fork 
has soft springs which are very comfort- 
able in low-speed running, but the nearly 
500 pounds of bike and rider quickly use 
up the available travel in rough ground. 
The fork damping is consistent; but if 
stronger springs were installed, heavier 
oil would have to replace the stock 20- 
weight. The shocks are another story. 
They're comfortable over smooth land- 
scape when the preload is on the mini- 
mum setting. Over rough ground the 
damping fades and they lock up. More- 

(Continued on page 106) 








The 293-pound TT is a handful on tight trails, but 
with 29 horsepower it's the Slide King cross country. 


NOVEMBER 1978 








€ WHEN KAWASAKI INTRODUCED ITS NEW 
903cc superbike in 1973, no one ex- 
pected it to be anything but what it was: 
the new king. At that time, the thought of 
hanging a fairing and a set of bags on it 
was about as ludicrous as asking Richard 
Petty to equip his NASCAR racer with a 
crushed velour interior, stereo and a 
trailer-towing package. Yet in the evolu- 
tion of a superbike priorities change; the 
old 903, refined, solid and now at 1015cc, 
has become a first-class long-hauler. 

To emphasize the 1000's ability as a 
tourer, Kawasaki has contracted with the 
Vetter Corporation (formerly the Vetter 
Fairing Company) to provide special ver- 
sions of its Windjammer fairing and 
lowers, and its new Floating Mount Sad- 
dle Bags. To dramatize the availability of 
its new equipment and to publicize its 
American assembly plant in Lincoln, Ka- 
wasaki held its introduction there. 

To test the touring capabilities of the 
equipment, | rode a specially designated 
"Spirit of America" KZ1000 from Lincoln 
back to California. Only 200 of these 
special models were produced, sporting 
white paint with red and blue accent 


striping, American flags on the saddlebag 
doors and a screaming eagle decal on the 
tank. The regular for-sale version will have 
identical equipment, but standard cos- 
metics. The route home presented a var- 
ied testing-ground in the form of highway 
cruising across America's breadbasket, 
sports touring in the Colorado Rockies 
and furnace riding in the heat of the 
Mojave Desert. 

As | rolled west on the Great Plains on 
Interstate 80, fields of grain stretched 
endlessly. With the Kawasaki humming 
along at 70 mph, savoring no-lead at a 
rate of 44.5 mpg, evening came on, and 
with it the sight of hundreds of acres 
being watered in graceful, feathery arcs 
by long strings of irrigation towers. During 
that day, and for each successive day, | 
was grateful for the presence of the "Ka- 
wasaki by Vetter" Windjammer fairing. 
Despite its years of development, Vetter 
stil uses those familiar hose clamps to 
attach Windjammers to motorcycle 
frames. The Kawasaki fairing is a Vindica- 
tor, Vetter's lowest-priced unit. What the 
Vindicator gives up by not having those 
appealing Leading Edge Lights and Fi- 


DRY CROSSING-NIGHT CROSSING 


The Colorado Rockies and the Mojave Desert 
meet the Kawasaki KZ1000. By Bill Stermer 





amm Horns, it gains in interior storage 
capacity occupied by those space-rob- 
bing options on the Windjammer II. In fact, 
Kawasaki's Vindicator does not even 
mount the turn signals in the fairing, but 
on brackets below. The result is a Wind- 
jammer with an interior as spacious as a 
Vetter product ever gets. 

Vetter will color-match and stripe the 
new Kawasaki fairings and bags to match 
your 1978 KZ650 or 1000. The fairing is 
also offered for the KZ750, but not color- 
matched. You may be wondering about 
the difference between the color- 
matched setup offered directly by Vetter 
as opposed to that available through Ka- 
wasaki. Differences are primarily in the 
accent striping. 

Our test bike came equipped with the 
optional locking plastic tonneau.cover on 
the right and the standard vinyl snapping 
tonneau on the left. We found the locking 
one stiff in operation and bothersome to 
open or close. However, the locking cover 
looks good and seals well; it's certainly 
worth a few extra bucks to safeguard 
those items you don't wish to give away to 
a five-finger discount specialist. 

On the second day out from Lincoln, 
the view through the Vindicator wind- 
shield opened on Estes Park, Colorado. 
Estes Park is the eastern gateway to 
Rocky Mountain National Park. The 
Rocky Mountains originally formed the 
floor of a shallow inland sea 300 million 
years ago. Gradually the floor lifted, the 
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sea withdrew and the land poked above 
water about 70 million years ago. A period 
of volcanic activity and erosion followed, 
climaxed by a final, violent, broad uplift of 
the entire mountain chain five to seven 
million years ago. More recent erosion 
has left the Rockies in their present 
shape, a configuration which will con- 
tinue to change year by year. 

Rocky Mountain National Park, which 
was dedicated in 1915, is a must stop for 
anyone who rides Colorado during the 
warmer months. Its 405 square miles 
combine the allure of Alpinesque peaks 
with big-game wildlife and smooth, wind- 
ing roads. Near Estes Park, at an elevation 
of 7500 feet, shirtsleeve riding is comfort- 
able. Soon, however, Trail Ridge Road 


begins its climb past Deer Junction (8920 
feet), around Hidden Valley and up to 
Rainbow Curve where you arrive in your 
cold-weather gear as the pavement 
passes 11,500 feet. 

As the road lifts the air thins, the trees 
thin and the white snowfields (which had 
been way up in the mountains) now come 
within reach. But in summer it’s old snow, 
dirty with windblown grit. Near the timber 
line, twisted pine skeletons stand gnarled 
and stunted, limbs swept back to give 
them the appearance of so many hair- 
brushes. It is a silent world but for the wind 
moaning through the canyons. 

The wind is not alone. Near dawn and 
sunset elk and deer appear, picking their 
way along the narrow runs near the cliff 
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**, , » While the five-year-old Kawasaki is still a wonderfully 
impressive motorcycle, other—much newer—big Japanese 
motorcycles have upstaged the KZ as a touring machine . . ." 





faces. Ground-hugging mosses, lichens 
and wildflowers, some in brilliant yellows 
or blues, lie scattered among the receding 
snowfields like so many multicolored 
chips in the weak spring sun. The Yellow- 
belly Marmot, which is similar in ap- 
pearance to the woodchuck, appears 
singly or in families to sun on the rocks. 

Dusk found me leaving the park and 
meandering leisurely along Highway 34 
south through a countryside of mountain 
vistas, meadows, quiet lakes and camp- 
grounds. Though it was June the night 
was extremely cold, dropping into the 40s, 
causing me to shiver in the sleeping bag 
and to struggle finally into more clothing 
in the darkness. 

The next morning | headed down High- 
way 9 from Kremmling, the road a veri- 
table sideways freeway for jillions of 
chipmunks playing tire roulette. In the 
distance hung mountains veined with 
snow, and around me the rock walls were 
decorated with rushing streams. 

Vail Pass is bordered by tall, steep 
ridges on each side. Ski runs show clearly 
in the mountains which overhang the 
town of Vail, a conglomeration of town- 
houses, condos, and little shoppes with 
the air of, "Money spoken here." 

| worked my way south on 24 in the 
direction of Aspen. Minturn, in a flat val- 
ley, is dust and railroad tracks and a look 
of poverty. Slightly south and a mile off the 
road is Redcliff, tucked away, streets 
stacked among the hills and littered with 
old cars. Between the old homes, empty 
foundations sprout weeds. Porches sag, 
and buildings seem to slump with fatigue. 
Nearby, blue flowers and dandelions 
color the high country. 

Soon the Kawasaki was in Leadville, 
the kind of place which springs to mind 
when “a Colorado town" is mentioned. It's 
long and narrow, the main street lined 
with dozens of stores which are remnants 
of the original town. South of Leadville, 
through the long valley, the wind re- 
bounded from the mountains, gusting and 
blowing the bike around. Rolling east to- 
ward Aspen on 82, | recrossed the Conti- 
nental Divide through Independence 
Pass. At 12,000 feet, the Kawasaki still 
had plenty of power despite carrying a full 
touring load. 

The Kawasaki 1000 is an embodiment 
of the reasons most tourers prefer big, 
one-liter motorcycles. When under way, 
the KZ1000 feels smaller and more agile 
than does the XS Eleven Yamaha; the 
Kawasaki has plenty of space for a pas- 
senger to move around, and space in 
which to hang a fairing, saddlebags and 


other accessories. 
Power is one of the virtues of a good 


touring motorcycle because tourers are 
notorious for packing passengers and 
weight. Varying terrain and high altitudes 
can rob lesser bikes of their performance 
edge. But on the KZ1000 it's like pick- 
pocketing a millionaire: he notices his 
loss, but there's so much left that it 
doesn't bother him. 


While the five-year-old Kawasaki is still 
a wonderfully impressive motorcycle, 
other—much newer—big Japanese mo- 
torcycles have upstaged and outfeatured 
the KZ1000 as a touring machine. The 
shaftdrive Yamaha XS Eleven has a more 
compliant suspension and more comfort- 
able ride than the KZ1000. The Suzuki 
GS1000 excels in exactly the same areas, 
and it handles much better than the Ya- 
maha or Kawasaki. And while the KZ1000 
is quarter-mile quick, the XS Eleven and 
GS1000 are both more so. 

- As a tourer, the KZ1000 has three basic 

drawbacks: it can eat through a rear tire 
quickly (5000 miles), wear out its chain 
inside 10,000 miles if you're not mainte- 
nance-conscious, and lightly rap the rider 
every mile of the way with its stiffish 
suspension. Firm suspensions may help a 
bike's cornering stability, but on a bumpy 
road such a suspension will jab-jab-jab at 
your kidneys like Muhammed Ali. The 
"custom" LTD seat helps matters not at 
all; it’s too hard. After a couple hundred 
miles in this. stepped beauty you'l be 
feeling like the poster child for Dr. Scholl's 
Bun Pads. Stay with the stock seat if you 
value comfort more than style. 

Though | had donned my jacket in the 
mountains, Aspen was again in the 80s 
and the jacket was stashed in the sad- 
dlebags. In town the road winds through a 
conglomeration of old buildings and new, 
and the inevitable shoppes which mush- 
room in places fertilized by the Beautiful 
People. 

The following morning the Kawasaki 
galloped south on good, gray asphalt 
down 133 past groves of aspen near 
McClure's Pass. Colorado then surpris- 
ingly turns to desert near Hotchkiss, re- 
maining barren and flat to Delta and south 
to Montrose. Except for the snow-cappers 
in the distance, the area is like a slice of 
New Mexico. 

Finally, in a corner of Colorado, 
seemingly cut off in time like Shangri-la, is 
Telluride! Set in a dished-out section of 
mountain with tree-covered slopes rising 
like protective walls on three sides, Tel- 
luride, like Leadville, looks much as it 
must have during the cattle and mining 
days of a century ago. Isolated symptoms 
of modernization have appeared in the 
form of incongruous A-frames on the hill. 
Yetthe wide main street, old frame homes 
and Wild West atmosphere help Telluride 
retain its unique flavor. 

It's surprising that the winter-pounded 
Colorado asphalt survives in such terrific 
shape. Nowhere on this trip were there 
extreme hairpins, outrageous bumps or 
pack-mule trails masquerading as high- 
ways. In the entire diagonal route, the 
roads and Rockies proved not only enjoy- 
able, but civilized and honest too. 

Leaving the southwest corner of Colo- 
rado, the terrain dropped to desert again. 
The Four Corners Monument, which is a 
quarter-mile off Highway 160, marks the 

(Continued on page 88) 
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Chrome S &W's? 


Black paint is unpretentious and functional. And 
it’s been our color for 10 years. We've always 
believed in performance rather than flash. 
We still do. 


























A The finest 

show quality, 
hard, shiny Am- 
erican chrome is 
now available on 
* some S & W Standard, 

Freon gas, and Mark Il 
Air Adjustable models. Our 
springs not only get the same 
quality chrome treatment, they're 
also buffed to thé same show 
quality lustre. 


But, who says you can't chrome a 
high performance shock? 


‘Chrome S & W shocks and 
springs. For bikes that 
handle as good as 
they look. 


Chrome S&W shocks and springs are avail- 
able for most popular road bikes. Springs and 
shocks are sold separately, so you can buy 
chrome shocks with eitherchrome or black springs. 
If looks are as important to you as performance, see 
your dealer now to see if he can put together a set of 
Chrome S & W's for your bike. 


ENGINEERED PRODUCTS 
2617 W. Woodland Drive * Anaheim, CA 92801 
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~ Four to One! 
r - 
All Racer 1 systems offer the ease and convenience of 
bolt-on application, the power and performance of con- 


trolled exhaust air flow and the functional aesthetics of a 
superbly designed and detailed system. 


THREE TO ONE & TWO TO ONE 


Racer 1 custom headers are available in 4, 3, and 2 into 1, 
slip-ons and replacement megaphone configurations 
for your Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, 
BMW and Norton needs. 
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b. 
Send $2 for the 1978 Dick's Cycle West, Inc., 
catalog of Special Equipment for Motorcycles. 


RACER] dick's cycle west, inc. - 401 agostino road 
san gabriel, ca 91776 - (213) 287-9656 


CIRCLE NO. 33 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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€ AS MOTOCROSS HAS SWEPT THE COUNTRY 
with its rapid growth, race machines have 
been almost clinically fitted to every age, 
experience and income group imagin- 
able. There are bikes that are advertised 
as for experts only, and by such declara- 
tion have attracted, and spooked, novices 
by the scores; bikes that with just a fender 
and numberplate change can be suited to 
either motocross or enduro competition; 
“first bike” bikes; and those that have 
found success with the Oldtimer’s class. 

Traditionally there has been one soft 
spot in the carefully tailored motocross 
line. Between the minibikes and 125s, 
there existed a rather stagnant 100 class. 
The machines therein successfully evad- 
ed the suspension revolution, and most 
serious youngsters elected either to re- 
main on their minis or graduate pre- 
maturely to the substantially taller—and 
infinitely more vicious—125s. 

Things have changed. Suzuki and Ya- 
maha have recognized what they hope is 
a need for a quality interim machine and 
have upgraded their heretofore wimpy 
100s into truly interesting packages. Ya- 
maha's advertising leaflets proclaim the 
YZ to be “The perfect competition MXer 
for kids who’ve outgrown their mini, but 
aren't big enough for a full-size 125.” 
Suzuki asks, "Ready to move up to the 
bigger displacements? Get ready for the 
RM-100 ... “There is no mistaking the 
intended purpose of the two 100s. 

True to their printed claims, the RM and 
the YZ are not scaled-down 125s, but self- 
contained and completely new 100s. Di- 
mensionally both bikes slot exactly be- 
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tween their respective 80s and 125s. The 
seat height of the RM100 is a full 4.5 
inches shorter than that of the RM125; the 
Yamaha 100’s perch is 3.0 inches closer 
to the ground than the YZ125’s. Besides 
the obvious advantages the seat heights 
(or depths) confer, the low machine pro- 
files enable both the RM and the YZ to 
have quick steering while at the same 
time maintaining cornering stability. 
The Yamaha's frame is a double down- 
tube design. Unlike the chrome-moly 
frames of the larger YZs, the 100's frame 
is made from mild steel tubing. The 100's 
swing arm is made of the same steel 





True to their printed 
claims the RM and the YZ 
are not scaled-down 125s, 

but self-contained and 
completely new 100s. 
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rather than the box-sectioned aluminum 
used on the bigger YZ models. Suzuki 
also uses mild steel in the fabrication of 
their single-downtubed 100. The Suzuki 
weighs in with a tank full of gas at 199 
pounds, and the Yamaha is only slightly 
lighter at 191. 

The steering stems of both bikes are 
supported on ball bearings. On larger 
motocross bikes tapered needle bearings 
are ordinarily used here, but the antici- 
pated stress on the bearings and the cost 
of production persuaded both factories to 
use the less exotic configuration. 

To evaluate the machines, we con- 
ducted a large portion of our testing at the 
Mammoth Mountain motocross track. The 
course is located 8000 feet above sea 





level and is considered to be the roughest 
track in California. For our testing the 
track was dry, and the whoops left from 
previous races were hard and quite large. 
The unusually demanding track failed to 
produce any noticeable differences in the 
performance of the two frame designs. 
But one advantage the RM's frame 
does have over the YZ's is that the ex- 
haust pipe on the RM is able to be more 
gradually turned around the single down- 
tube, while the YZ's pipe makes a shorter 
and sharper bend between the frame 
tubes. The RM's pipe, dimensionally simi- 
lar to the 125-B's, is routed up the right 
side of the engine and then through the 
frame into a left-side-mounted silencer. 
The YZ pipe is smaller and straighter than 
the older D-model's. The cleaner flow of 
exhaust gases gives the YZ-E more boost 
at its RPM peak. The YZ's pipe is not a 
through-the-frame design, but exits the 
cylinder along the left side of the machine 
and is routed through the numberplate/ 
air box shrouding and into the silencer. 
Both pipes are tucked in nicely and nei- 
ther showed any signs of scuffing from 
the rider's knees after our testing. In fact, 
both are tucked in so nicely that they are 
barely visible from the riding position. 
The RM's rake has been pulled back 
from the preceding B-model's 30.5 de- 
grees to an even 30 degrees; predictably 
the C-model's steering is quicker than the 
older model's. The trail has also been 
reduced 0.15 inches. The front end 
changes introduced on the new C-type 
have noticeably improved the RM's sta- 
bility and handling. The YZ has a rake of 
29 degrees and a trail dimension of 4.6 
inches, which makes it even snappier in 
slowish turns than the RM. Over rough 
straightaways, the RM proved to be 
slightly more stable, but in tight turns the 
advantage went to the Yamaha. 
CYCLE 


The YZ and the RM have identical 50 x 
50mm bores and strokes. The Suzuki 
uses that company’s traditional case 
reed-assisted piston port system, while 
the Yamaha uses straight reed valve in- 
duction. Like their respective 125s, the 
Suzuki puts out power over a broader 
RPM range while the Yamaha reaches its 
power peak at higher engine speeds after 
giving away something in the mid-range. 
In extensive starting line drag races up 
Mammoth's start line hill, the Suzuki 
would consistently pull harder in the first 
two gears than the YZ. However, when 
third gear was engaged, the Yamaha 
made up the distance with a vengeance. It 
should be noted that although the bikes 
were designed for smaller riders, they 
were tested by riders ranging in weight 
from 160 to 190 pounds. On starting line 
races, the additional bulk accented the 
different engine characteristics. Overbur- 
dened, the engines' weak points were 
exaggerated, and readily discernible. 

The Yamaha's engine has undergone 
several developmental changes in the 
transition to the E-type. For better heat 
dissipation, the cylinder head finning pat- 
tern has been changed from the musty old 
straight vertical to an ultra-trendo radial 
decor. To hold the breezy new head to the 
cylinder, larger bolts are required—which 
necessitated a new head gasket as well. 

In smaller displacement engines where 
extremely high rotational speeds are 
reached, the piston rings' size and shape 
become especially crucial. If the rings are 
too heavy and rigid, additional stresses 
are created, they can flutter and lose their 
ability to seal, and they can shattter. Be- 
cause of increased engine speed, the 
Yamaha D-model’s single Keystone has 
been traded in for a thin, flat ring. The 
difference in thickness amounts to only 
0.2mm—but that 0.2mm represents addi- 
tional mass which must be accelerated 
and decelerated as many as 400 times per 
second. To strengthen the E-type’s heav- 
ily-stressed crankpin (in addition to the 
normal carburization process), it is factory 
shotpeened to relieve surface stresses 
and to more thoroughly compact the mo- 
lecular structure. 

While the Yamaha uses a fairly conven- 
tional four-petal reed cage, the Suzuki 
100 breathes through the more exotic 
piston port/case reed system introduced 
on Suzuki’s RM line three years ago. The 
pressure-sensitive nature of the case 
reed, combined with the fixed timing of 
the piston port inlet, work together to 
produce a power curve that is notably 
more useful (for the nonexpert rider) than 
the Yamaha’s. Both 100s use 30mm 
Mikuni carburetors, but the Yamaha’s 
throttle cable enters the carburetor top at 
an angle of 45° to prevent any cable- 
induced slide sticking. 

In small-displacement, high-perfor- 
mance motorcycles ridden by teenage 
maniacs and worse, transmissions take a 
diabolical beating. Although the Cycle 
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motocross test crew has but one teenager 
in its midst, we did our best to duplicate 
the standard riding procedure. Both the 
YZ and the RM stood up admirably in the 
gearbox department. The little Yamaha 
shifts with a cleanness and a precision 
frequently missing among its more se- 
rious Yamabrothers. The Suzuki was just 
as good. Both are six-speeders, and al- 
though the ratios are not identical, there is 
no performance difference on the track. 

The RM-C has a leading-axle fork that 





replaces the straight-legged assembly on 
the older B-model. With the additional 
slider length below the front axle, the front 
suspension has gained a full inch of 
movement over its predecessor: now 7.5 
inches of travel are offered. Along with the 
increase in travel, engagement and slider 
length, oil volume has also been in- 


creased. The C’s fork now holds 177cc of 
fluid in each slider, a 52cc (and 42 per 
cent) increase over the B-type. The addi- 
tional oil capacity allows the fork to per- 
form much longer before heat-fading 
occurs. The RM's fork tubes are 32mm in 
diameter and are not protected from the 
race track elements by gaters. 

Like the RM, the Yamaha also uses a 
leading axle fork. But instead of an in- 
crease in total movement over the pre- 
ceding year's straight-legged fork, travel 
has actually decreased. The D-model had 
195mm; coupled with the older mono- 
shock in the rear, the suspension com- 
bination made for a bike that was simply a 
little tall for the average 100 customer. So 
on the E-type, the front suspension travel 
is now 180mm. A decrease in travel is 
rarely an improvement, but the new fork, 
coupled with the new monoshock and 
frame, work much better than the pieces 
they replaced. When Yamaha redesigned 
the smaller fork they trimmed the tube 
diameter down 2mm to 32mm. The 
smaller tubes are protected by fork boots. 

The rear suspension on the Yamaha 
has been changed from the old Tilkins- 
type monoshock to the DeCarbon type 
used on the larger YZs. In the change, 
rear wheel movement was decreased 
from 180mm to 170mm. The nitrogen- 
charged, oil-damped monoshock has a 
total of seven spring preload positions. To 
adjust the shock's preload, one must re- 








ENGINE 
Two-stroke, air-cooled single-cylinder 
50 x 50mm (1.97 x 1.97 in.) 
98cc (6.0 cu. in.) 


Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Exhaust system 
Ignition 

Air filtration 

Oil filtration 


1; 30mm Mikuni 

Expansion chamber with silencer 
AC magneto with CDI inner rotor 
Oiled foam 

None required 


TRANSMISSION 
Constant-mesh, six-speed 
Helical-cut gears; 3.89 (74/19) 
5/8x41/4in. chain 
(1) 2.46 (2) 1.88 (3) 1.50 
(4) 1.25 (5) 1.09 (6) 1.00 
.. 800cc (1.69 qt.) 


Primary drive 
Final drive 
Gear ratios, overall 


Oil capacity 


CHASSIS 
Tubular steel, double cradle 
1365mm (53.7 in.) 
29°/117mm (4.6 in.) 
Drum, double shoe 
Drum, conical hub, double shoe 
DID 1.40 x 21 in. 
DID 1.85 x 18 in. 
IRC Motocross GS45F, 2.75 x 21 in. 
Bridgestone Motocross-6, 3.50 x 18 in. 
812.8mm (32 in.) 
260.4mm (10.25 in.) 
5 lit. (1.3 gal.) 
86.52 kg (191 pounds) 
Telescopic, forward-axle fork 
DeCarbon monoshock 


Wheelbase 
Rake/ Trail 
Brake and hub, front 


Wheel, front 
Tire, front 


Seat height 

Ground clearance 
Fuel capacity 

Curb weight, full tank 
Suspension, front 


CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT 
Yamaha Motors Int. 


-Customer Service Dept. 
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6620 Orangethorpe Ave. 
Buena Park, Calif. 90622 


ENGINE 
Two-stroke, air-cooled single-cylinder 
50 x 50mm (1.97 x 1.97 in.) 
98cc (6.0 cu. in.) 


Bore and stroke 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 
Exhaust system 
Ignition 

Air filtration 

Oil filtration 


1; 30mm Mikuni 

Expansion chamber with silencer 
Suzuki PEI (pointless electronic ignition) 
Oiled Foam 

None required 


TRANSMISSION 
Constant-mesh, six-speed 
Straight-cut gears; 3.44 (62/18) 
1/2 x 5/16 in. chain 
(1) 2.33 (2) 1.75 (3) 1.41 
(4) 1.19 (5) 1.05 (6) 0.96 
800cc (1.69 qt.) 


Primary drive 
Final drive 
Gear ratios, overall 


Oil capacity 


CHASSIS 
Tubular steel, single downtube, semi cradle 
1395mm (54.9 in.) 
30°/132mm (5.2 in.) 
Drum, double shoe 
Drum, double shoe 
Takasago, 1.60 x 21 in. 
Takasago, 1.85 x 18 in. 
IRC Motocross GS45F, 3.00 x 21 
IRC Motocross GS45F, 4.10 x 18 
812.8mm (32 in.) 
241.3mm (9.5 in.) 
6 lit. (1.6 gal.) 
90.15 Kg (199 pounds) 
Telescopic, forward-axle fork 
Gas charged KYB shocks. 


Wheelbase 
Rake/Trail 
Brake and hub, front 


Wheel, front 
Tire, front 


Seat height 

Ground clearance 
Fuel capacity 

Curb weight, full tank 
Suspension, front 


CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT 
Customer Relations Dept. 

Suzuki Motor Corp. 

13767 Freeway Dr. 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 
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move the seat and use a special ring nut 
wrench to turn the base of the shock’s 
spring seat, located near the rear of the 
gas tank. From the standard position, five 
stiffer settings are available as well as one 
softer setting. The action of the mono- 
-shock, although understandably soft for 
our test riders’ weights, was steady and 
predictable. The shock resisted fading 
more successfully than the older unit it 
replaced, and worked with the rest of the 
suspension changes nicely. 

The rear suspension on the RM con- 
sists of a pair of KYB gas-charged shocks 
which perform well. The shocks are not of 
the latest, neatest, trickiest 'n' slickest 
remote reservoir persuasion, but do utilize 
a stout 12mm shock shaft for strength. 
With the new shocks, there has been an 
increase to 6.9 inches of rear wheel travel. 
The shocks are mounted in a laid-down, 
forward-mounted position. The KYB 
shocks are adjustable, but only three pre- 
load settings are available. To get at them, 
the shock must be removed from the bike 
and the shock spring and keeper com- 
pressed. Once the keeper is compressed, 
the circlip and shock body adjustment 
grooves are accessible. 

While both bikes' suspension systems 
are physically different, performance and 
travel are quite similar. That is not the 
case with tires. The RM100's IRC 3.00 x 
21 front and 4.10 x 18 rear tire proved to 
be superior to the Yamaha's smaller front 
IRC (2.75 x 21) and rear Bridgestone (3.50 


X 18) The larger Suzuki front tire stuck 
well in hard turns where the YZ's pushed, 
and the Yamaha's front also sliced 
through, and stuck in, powdery berms. In 
the back, composition proved to be the 
dividing point. The Yamaha's 3.50 Bridge- 
stone and the Suzuki's 4.10 IRC are simi- 
lar in profile and physical size, but there is 
no comparison in track performance. The 
IRC would work where the Bridgestone 
would not. Sliding controllably through 
hard-packed, sand-covered turns was 
easy on the RM, while the back end of the 
YZ was jerky and unstable in the same 
spots. (Some of the later YZs, we were 
told, will have IRCs on the rear as well.) 

The YZ's tires are mounted on alumi- 
num D.I.D. rims front and rear, among the 
strongest and lightest alloy wheels avail- 
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able as standard equipment. The RM's 
Takasago wheels are similarly con- 
structed and likewise durable. To com- 
pensate for the tire size differences, the 
RM uses 1.60 x 21 (front) and 1.85 x 18 
(rear) wheels. The YZ uses a slightly 
smaller 1.40 x 21 front wheel; its rear is 
identical to the Suzuki's. 

Conventional drum brakes are used on 
both ends of the RM, while the Yamaha 
uses a normal drum front and a conical 
rear drum. The eight-pound advantage 
the YZ enjoys over the RM is due pre- 
dominantly to the difference of the rear 
hubs and the wheel size differences. Both 
bikes have changed from the steel gas 
tanks of the previous year to tougher 
plastic ones, each tank has an oversized 
filler orifice to tidy up refueling, and both 
machines have graduated to full-scale 
fenders. Other bits and pieces: the Ya- 
maha's swept-back handlebar is not as 
comfortable as other bends; the YZ is 
pleasantly lean while the Suzuki's number 
plates, arched to-clear the shock absorb- 
ers, are an annoyance; and the YZ-E has 
benefited from the addition of a special 
baffle to keep mud (slung off the front of 
the rear tire) out of the air box. 

Both bikes are more than adequate for 
the slot they have been designed to fill, 
and although they are not identical in feel 
or performance, it is impossible for us to 
pry them apart. A slightly more experi- 
enced pilot might be able to take advan- 
tage of the YZ’s zippy big-end rush; a 





dabbler would find the Suzuki easier to 
ride, and everybody can appreciate the 
RM's tire superiority. Price? The dif- 
ference amounts to a buck. 

Having established that both motorcy- 
cles more than fulfill the design and mar- 
ket criteria for a class residing between 
moto-minis and serious-as-a-heart-attack 
125s, what remains to be investigated is 
the legitimacy of the gap. The 100s are 
different than 80s, and they are different 
from 125s—that much is clear. What the 
marketplace will tell both Yamaha and 
Suzuki is whether the gap honestly needs 
filling, or is simply a black hole into which 
these interesting motorcycles will 
plummet as America's young motocross 
riders step deftly across it on their way to 
grander things. e 
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Learn Motorcycle Repair 
* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


‘Motorcycle Mechanic 


If you like to ride a eycle 
for fun...learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
a better way to earn your 
living, whether you choose 
to work in a cycle shop for 
someone else or decide to 
start your own cycle repair 
business? Now, thanks to 
North American, there's a 
fast, easy way to get training 
at home in your spare time. 
No need to quit school or your 
3 job. Experts show you step-bv-step 
d everything from minor tune-ups 
to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
.. AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 5 million cycles regis- 
tered in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 
million more dirt bikes. And they all need 
maintenance. Opportunities vary in differ- 
ent areas, and we cannot promise you a 
job. But a recent survey shows that 70.6% 
of our graduates seeking work found jobs. 


INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! SPECIAL 
CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INSTRUMENTS 


Professional tools plus your North American 
now how" help you become a skilled 
mechanic. We teach you how to use 
wrenches, sockets, impact screwdrivers, 
timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, 
degree wheels, soldering irons, ignition 
wrench sets, dial indicators and much, 
much more! We even include a set of spe- 
cial cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send 
for FREE CAREER INFORMATION. No cost, 
no obligation ... now or ever! Rush coupon 
á today. 
Em om am oe o o m o m a a e o o a a T 
Careers by Home Study 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR H 
4500 Campus Drive. Dept. EAOA8 Newport Beach, CA 92663 


Rush free color brochure and full information on how I can 
learn motorcycle repair for only a few dollars a month. 
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Whether the race was held 
in the axle-deep mud of 
Racing World (top), 

in the sand of Hangtown 
(above), or the hard-packed 
Sears Point clay, 

Hannah was devastating. 

. |n the AMA's first year 

of class declaration racing 
he won 14 out of 20 motos. 


By Dave Hawkins 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVE HAWKINS 











€ LAST YEAR BOB HANNAH WON THE SUPER- 
cross title and came very close to winning 
three of the four remaining titles in AMA 
motocross. In St. Petersburg for the final 
500 event of 1977, Hannah saw his three- 
point lead disappear in the Florida sand 
when his bike stuck a throttle cable stop- 
ping his winning charge. Again in the 
sand, this time in Puyallup, Washington, 
Hannah's face was bead-blasted when 
his front fender broke off; with the-fender 
went his chance to beat Roger DeCoster 
and win the Trans-AMA title. Then in the 
125 National class Bob, even though 
winning as many motos as Glover, still 
ended up third behind LaPorte and Broc. 
With just a /ittle luck Hannah could have 
swept four out of five American moto- 
cross championships. Last year was his 
first and—as it turned out—his last chance 
at such a sweep. 

During the motocross off-season the 
AMA had difficulties in promoting Na- 
tionals, and rumors circulated that the 125 
class would be dropped from national 
status. That didn't happen. Instead, a 
schedule of 10 races per class would 
determine the national champion in three 
classes. The 125s and the 250s would 
start the season at Hangtown, California. 
Then the 250s would race 10 straight 
dates; the first five would be with the 125s 
and the second half with the 500s. After a 
break following the first five 125/250 race 
dates, the 125s would finish up their sea- 
son with the 500s. With this kind of sched- 
uling each race weekend would have two 
national events. They would be easy to 
promote and offer the spectators twice as 
much for their money, but that also meant 
that the potential earnings of several 
riders would drop. Thanks to the overlap- 
ping schedules, the riders were forced to 
declare in which class they would com- 
pete for national championship points. So 
with the new arrangements Hannah's 
chance to win everything disappeared. 
The AMA always tries to please every- 

CYCLE 





Smem eee MÀ MM MÀ i — 


=. æ 





one and offend none. Sometimes just the 
opposite occurs. The distant rumblings of 
lawsuits and official protests concerning 
“team” riding in the 125 class shook the 
AMA last year and provoked spasms of 
real silliness. One proposal would have 
eliminated engine-displacement classes, 
lumped everyone together and awarded 
brand-name championships to those 
riders with the -highest points on specific 
brands of motorcycles. What could 
please the major manufacturers more 
than nameplate national champions? In 
this no-lose situation each company 
would have its own champ. Fortunately, 
this empty-headed idea found little sup- 
port, especially:when considered. in the 
dazzling light of Bob Hannah's near-domi- 
nance of American motocross in 1977. 
Hannah got off to a flying start in 1978. 
At Hangtown he opened with back-to- 
back moto wins, romping.through a field 
which was thin on proven stars. Three- 
time National 250 Champion, Tony Di- 
Stefano, nursing a bum knee, missed the 
first few rounds of the 250 races. His 
absence guaranteed that he would never 
be a 250 contender. Eventually DiStefano 
opted for the 500 class. Marty Smith, 
Tommy Croft, Gaylon Mosier, Gary Sem- 
ics, Steve Stackable and Danny LaPorte 
all elected to race other classes and 


. hence missed the 250 fray at Hangtown. 


Both Jimmy Ellis. and Marty Tripes, real 
250 contenders, were injury-ridden from 
stadium racing so they missed the open- 
ing 250 national round too. 

When the depleted 250 field finally lined 
up to start the season, the Yamaha team 
was Bob Hannah and Pierre Karsmakers. 
Team Suzuki had their new team member 
Kent Howerton, and the one-man Ka- 
wasaki team was Jimmy Weinert. ‘Honda, 
with Ellis and Tripes missing, had only the 
healthy Jim Pomeroy. Husqvarna's Chuck 
Sun, Can-Am's Rich Eierstedt and Car- 
abella's Billy Grossi were the other factory 
runners. Halfway through the first 250 
moto of the 1978 season, the tempo was 
set. Hannah motored way out front; the 
real racing was for second. In the first 
moto Hannah lapped up to third place and 
easily won the moto by a 72-second mar- 
gin. The second moto was more of the 
same: Hannah by 36 seconds. Howerton 
followed with a second overall, leaving 
him six points off Hannah's pace. 

From the Mother Lode country the na- 
tional caravan of riders made their way to 
Southern California where motocross and 
baked .adobe are synonyms. But the ter- 
rific rains of the 1977-78 winter ended 


SoCal's two-year drought and left Racing : 


World (Escape Country, California) rich in 
knee-high grass. The course twisted, 
plunged and climbed the sides of à natu- 
ral-bowl hillside. Only strips of course 
banners marked the course on the waving 
grass. Practice—run in the rain—scruffed 
away the grass and revealed a multi-line 
track. At the bottom of the hills where the 
Soil was super-saturated, the traffic pro- 
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duced ruts in the mud. By race time the 
track had dried out slightly and offered the 
best traction ever seen in America. 

The start line, however, was still a quag- 
mire, leaving the gate useless, so flag 
starts became the order of the day. Mud 
and all; Hannah ran away from the pack. 
Howerton and Ellis battled over second 
until a crash dropped Ellis from the front 
runners. Howerton, better.in the mud than 
the sand, held Hannah's pace until Kent 
made a mental mistake in some deep ruts: 
"| don't know why, but when I saw the ruts 


coming |. put my heels on the footpegs. 


One of my feet got caught and | twisted 
my leg back so far l-almost kicked myself 
in the back of my head. If-only I'd put my 
toes on the footpegs, nothing would have 
happened." As it was, injuries sidelined 
Howerton for several weeks. 

In the second moto Hannah took his 
leave again and disappeared from the 
sight of the second-place riders. Jim 
Pomeroy combined a third-and a second 
for second overall. Third was Chuck Sun, 








Chuck Sun, Husky's motocross competitor, finish- 
ed an impressive third overall with consistent rides. 
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Rec «SF t: 


he Honda duo of Marty Tripes and Jimmy Ellis (18) was both steady and 








go a] X. OES Ely 
erratic. Tripes either won or DNFed, 


while Ellis came up second overall with a strong finish, winning three out of the last four Hannah-less motos. 


No Surprises 


improving with every race, and Pierre 
Karsmakers finished fourth overall. After 
Hannah's four straight moto wins in two 
races, he had a commanding lead in the 
250 National series. 

Already confident, Hannah was further 
energized with six more straight moto 
wins in Texas, Nebraska and Massachu- 
setts. Ironically, the AMA had made a wise 
decision in having two nationals on the 
same day because Hannah was making a 
dozer out of the 250 competition. At least 
the other class offered some exciting rac- 
ing up front. During Hannah's blazing 
string, several riders had proved that they 
could stick with Yamaha's ace—at least 
for a while, until their bikes broke or they 
buckled under Hannah's pace. 

The question at the halfway mark was 
not whether Hannah would win the cham- 
pionship, but rather whether he would win 
all the races. There were no challengers 
left for the 250 crown, and some race 
followers wondered if anyone else could 
beat Hannah, even once in a single moto. 

Tripes answered that question at Waco, 
Texas. Counting Super Series (Stadium) 
races, Hannah's consecutive win streak 
stood at an incredible 22. The Hondas of 
Ellis and Tripes tore up the Waco turf as 
they rocketed off with the lead in the first 
moto. Tripes took over the lead when Ellis 
fell, and Hannah was back in fifth trying to 
find a way around Sun and Pomeroy, 
settling for a fourth at the moto's end. In 
the second moto, Tripes again dominated 
the action until his rear-brake floating arm 
jammed and forced Marty out. Hannah 
inherited the lead and won overall. 

Back in California for the Kawasaki- 
sponsored Sears Point National, several 
riders figured that they could beat Han- 
nah: They didn't need good luck to do it, 
just the absence of bad. The track condi- 
tions at Sears Point were quite different 
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than they had been at Racing World. 
Typical Bay Area winds dried out the track 
surface though water had been sprinkled 
around. The course had a dusty, marble- 
covered, hard adobe surface. Many riders 
were either choked by the dust or stopped 
completely by one enormous mudhole 
that developed in one flooded area, pro- 
tected from the wind. After the riders 
fought their way through the first few 
dusty turns, they were dumped directly 
into a mudhole large enough to bury a 
fleet of eighteen-wheelers. Positions 
changed every lap as bikes were trapped 
in the thick, deep mud. Once through the 
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Stylish Kent Howerton dropped to sixth overall be- 
cause of injuries in his first year with Team Suzuki. 





mud, riders slid over an off-camber jump 
and right back into the dust. 

Sears Point provided some of the best 
racing of the year. In the opening moto, 
Sun and Hannah locked themselves to- 
gether in an all-out battle for first while 
Weinert rode safely in third just a second 
off the pace. Tripes, temporarily stuck 
back in the pack, began to charge and 
soon overtook both Weinert and Hannah. 
Just as Tripes squeezed by Sun and into 
the lead, the chain came off Marty’s 
Honda and he skidded to a halt. Clearly 
the fastest rider in one section of the track 
with two off-camber hills, Marty would 
square off the preceding turn and jump 
both the natural mounds. With this move 
Marty would gain two or three seconds on 
the field every lap. Even when other riders 
saw his quicker line, Tripes was the only 
rider to attempt the 50-foot jump. 

With Tripes gone, Hannah, then behind 
Weinert, repassed him and in turn was 
passed by Jeff Jennings on a Maico. Sun, 
Jennings, Hannah and Weinert were no 
farther than 20 yards apart for five laps. 
When Ellis joined the fray and moved into 
second, five riders were no more than two 
seconds apart, all battling for the lead. 
Every lap the five would dive into the mud 
bog, each taking a different line charging 
for the narrow exit line that had developed 
on dry ground. Hannah moved by Jen- 
nings and Ellis to capture the lead. Ellis 
dropped back as Sun and Weinert battled 
for third. Time ran out for Ellis as Hannah 
took the win, Weinert emerged from his 
scrap for third ahead of Sun, and Kars- 
makers passed Jennings for fifth. 

The second moto proved just as excit- 
ing. Chuck Sun, proving his up-front tal- 
ent was real, grabbed the lead immediate- 
ly, pursued by Karsmakers, Hannah and 
Weinert. When Sun slid wide in a turn, 
Hannah and Weinert slipped by. After 
crashing, Karsmakers dropped off the hot 
pace of the leaders. The top three— 
Hannah, Weinert and Sun—traded posi- 
tions every lap. Hannah would berserk into 
the lead in slick corners while Weinert 
would try to get a solid drive out of the 
turns. When Jim slipped ahead he would 
practically stop in the next turn and wait 
for Hannah and Sun to jam on their brakes 
to keep from running into the Kawasaki; 
just as the duo slowed, Weinert would 
dump his clutch and charge away from 
the turn. Then Hannah would move up 
and bang bars with Weinert until they 
diced themselves right off the track, allow- 
ing Sun to slip by for the lead. 

While this trio stunned the crowd with 
their high-speed wrestling show, Tripes 
blasted out of the pack, determined to 
settle the squabble for first. Within two 
laps Tripes moved past the catfight trio 
into a 15-second lead, enroute to a sec- 
ond-moto runaway. 

Weinert continued to scrap with Han- 
nah until the last lap. The two traded 
positions regularly. Hannah would take 

(Continued on page 72) 
CYCLE 


It was a record-smashing year 
his GS- 
















It didn’t take long for 
Suzuki’s new GS-1000 to become 
King of the Superbikes. 

When it hit the streets, riders 
and writers raved about it. And when 
it hit the tracks, racers like Terry 
Vance set records on it. 

Recently, Terry and his RC 
Engineering GS-1000 blistered the 
quarter in 9.24 seconds and reached 
a top speed of 144.92 mph! Both 
numbers are now IDBA Pro Stock 
world records. 

Yet, it is not the bike’s blazing 
speed that has folks buzzing. Rather, 
it's all-around performance. 

For instance, it corners like a 
factory road racer. Not surprising, with - 

f air forks up front. And five load settings 
plus four damping adjustments in back. 
Result: the most advanced suspension 
B system around. 
Go-power is supplied by 
. the mighty 4-stroke DOHC 4- 
cylinder mill. And stop-power is 
provided by big disc brakes 
front and rear. 
In short, the GS-1000 has it 
all. And that's why it can do it all. 
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motorcycles 


start easy 
after storage 


=.. Without 
draining gas 


Prevents Gum & Varnish 
Formation in Stored Gas 


STA-BI 


has been tested and approved by 
20 leading engine manufacturers 


SEE YOUR LOCAL MOTORCYCLE DEALER 


KNOX LABORATORIES. INC.. 2335 S. MICHIGAN AVE.. CHICAGO. IL 60616 


CIRCLE NO. 30 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


USED PARTS 


Save 40-60% 


HONDA—KAWASAKI- YAM. 
Clinton Cycle 
OG Salvage Inc. 


FOR PARTS OR FREE PRICE LIST 


Call or Write 301/297-8412 
6709 OLD BRANCH AVENUE 


Washington, D.C. 20031 








TAKE OUR PROVEN, 
40 LESSON HOME 
STUDY COURSE. 


CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 874-0645. 
IN FLORIDA CALL 
(904) 255-0295. 





AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD - DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 32014 
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250 MX WRAP-UP.... Continued from page 70 
Weinert in the mudhole, then Jim would 
repass on the series of sweepers. On the 
last lap Hannah was right on the green 
rear fender of Weinert. As the two neared 
the mudhole it became obvious to every- 
one (including Weinert) that if Hannah 
passed him in the mud again, Bob could 
hold his edge to the finish line. In a daring 
move, Weinert held the gas open and 
stuffed a lapped rider between himself 
and Hannah just before the turn leading 
directly into the mud. By bumping past the 
slower rider, Weinert was free to pick any 
line he wanted through the mud. Hannah, 
on the other hand, had to follow the 
lapped rider through the turn. Weinert 
copped second, but Hannah's third place, 
combined with his first-moto win, were 
good enough for his eighth overall victory 
in eight races. Chuck Sun was second 
and Weinert third. 

Mathematically, Hannah did not wrap 
up the title until the following week in 
Michigan where Bob's string of overall 
victories ended in the northern mud when 
a derailed chain parked him in the first 
moto. Ellis and Howerton (at last re- 
covered) traded moto victories while Kent 
added a second for first overall. Ellis 
finished second by adding a sixth to his 
Score and Hannah locked up the champi- 
onship with a second in the final ‘moto. 
Think about it: It took acres of mud, a 
completely fit Howerton and a runaway 
chain to deprive Hannah of his ninth na- 
tional victory in a row. 

A mid-week practice crash forced him 
to miss the final race of the series. Even 
without Hannah, the racing was fierce at 
Mount Morris, Pennsylvania. Jimmy Ellis 
rode to a perfect one-one score for first 
overall. Sun followed with a two-two, and 
Pomeroy was third with a three-three. 

Luck didn't play an overwhelming part 
in this year's championship. Hannah won 
it outright. In years past many champion- 
ships hinged on quirks, seemingly insig- 
nificant when they occurred. This year 
there was nothing quirky in the series. By 
winning 14 out of 20 motos and eight out 
of 10 overalls, Bob Hannah left no doubt 
who was the best 250 rider in 1978. € 
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250 National Motecross final results: 


1. Bob Hannah................ Yam ..... 410 
2: Jimmy Ellis sse inler 351 
93: CHUCK SU saranane HUS 329 
4. Pierre Karsmakers ...... Yan 297 
5oxJimiPormeroy. t [ion e 292 
6. Kent Howerton............ SUZ a 236 
7. Jimmy Weinert............ Kaw ..... 222 
8. John Savitski .............. Yam 219 
9. Greg Theiss ................ ROm en 214 
10. Rich Eierstedt ............ GAP Se 213 
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Washington. And a chance to 
save hundreds on a new Kawasa- 
ki. As little as a dollar a day 
- reserves your new Kawasaki at low 

winter prices. All payments apply 

towards purchase. Anytime from Feb. 15 
ES thru April 15. . .you can come to Washington 
t! and pick up your bike. Pay the balance and 
spend the night on us. We'll even fill up your 
tank, free. Two bucks buys our confidential winter 
price list. A new Kawasaki catalog. Some informa- 
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BONNEVILLE!.......... Continued from page 42 


Triumphs would become more elabo- 
rate and more complex too. In 1969, BSA/ 
Triumph introduced its three-cylinder 750 
and rolled out the drawings for a brand- 
new line of 350cc dohc twins. What re- 
mained of the British motorcycle industry 


"seemed willing to fight the Japanese 


where it counted—on the street, from 350 
to 750cc. And what of the time-tested 
Bonneville 650? It was acceptable, to be 
sure, in the new order of things, but 
decidedly timeworn. Triumph eventually 
freshened up with a new frame and 
opened the engine up to 750cc. Still, the 
twin was old—its roots were in the 1950s 
and 1960s at Bonneville. The New Order 
triples, it seemed, belonged to the 
1970s—winners at Daytona and every- 
where else that mattered. 

The future, however, dealt harshly with 
the New British Order: production prob- 
lems, design flaws, financial knots, a cata- 
strophic collapse and finally a labor 
problem that could only be solved in the 
political arena. Ultimately after an 18- 
month occupation of the plant, the work- 
ers purchased it and formed Triumph 
Motorcycles (Meriden) Limited in March, 
1975. They then built the only bike they 
could: the 750 Bonneville. 

Legends and traditions are based upon 
constants. Triumph tradition says that 
these motorcycles are supposed to be 
certain things and that they are supposed 
to do certain things very well. They are 
supposed to be fast. They are supposed 
to be light and slim and agile; they are 
supposed to be oil leakers. What they are 
supposed to do is sound throaty, produce 
power and handle. 

But this was the Triumph of a decade 
ago. That was the era of fast vertical twins 
and bellowing Sportsters. Today you can’t 
count on one hand—or sometimes two— 
the number valves in the latest tech- 
nological masterpiece. Simplicity is no 
longer recognized as modern. "Nice res- 
toration," the attendant said. He about 
dropped his nozzle when | told him, “It’s 
not a restoration. It’s a '78." I’m not yet 
sure he believed me. Triumphs are indeed 
still being bitted and pieced together in 
England, are still being shipped to the 
United States and are still being ridden 
hell-bent down mountain roads. 

Today's Triumph is manufactured in 
one model only, the twin-carb 750cc Bon- 
neville T 140E. There is no doubt that this 
five-speed 750 is a Triumph. That slim, 
sweeping classic tank still crowns the 
open, airy black engine. Those broad 
thick transmission cases still provide the 
base for the power-train. Disc brakes now 
grace.each wheel. The side covers, curi- 
ously: flat and black, hang humorlessly 
down like dull, early-Sixties below-the- 
knee skirts. Just looking at a Triumph is a 
pleasure. It still sends tingles up my back, 
just like the bikes did which were parked 
outside Mrs. Voorhees' room. 
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They're still slim, the wasp-waisted tank 
a mere 5.5 inches wide at the rear. They're 
still light. At 432 pounds wet the Bon- 
neville is 113 pounds lighter than the 
Suzuki 750 Four, and 116 less than the 
Honda 750. Fewer pounds require less 
power to move quickly, less force to stop 
sharply, and less bulk to fling around 
curves decisively. Every extra pound is 
only so much excess baggage; if some- 
thing's not needed, you won't find it on the 
Triumph. Like an electric starter. 

To a person who hasn't kick-started a 
motorcycle since the last 125 | owned 
back in 1970, the Triumph was a chal- 
lenge. A staff member graciously offered 
to show me the ritual. Gas on, choke on. 
Lean it way over to the left supported by 
the long sidestand and unfold the kick- 
starter. Then he reared up on the left 
footpeg, jumped on that devil and the big- 
incher broke into a steady whump- 
whump-whump idle. It looked easy. "Now 
you try it." It wasn't. | kicked once and the 
lever moved downward with all the 
rapidity of a kid on his way to the dentist. I 
kicked again and bumped my ankle on the 
transmission case. With a third kick the 
Bonneville and | nearly topped over into 
an Anglo-American heap. My mentor 
grinned. "No, no. You don't just get up 
and extend your leg. Jump up, straighten 
your leg, then shift all your weight to it and 
drop down on the kickstarter hard." Six 
kicks and two topples later | was breaking 
into a sweat. My mentor grinned again, 
slyly this time. “This isn't a bike for 
wimps," he chuckled. That did it! | came 
down on that lever hard as a month-old 
loaf of bread and it started. 

The Triumph is vastly different from 
Japanese bikes. The five-speed transmis- 
sion has an exceptionally short, precise 
throw, though the lever is some distance 
away from your toe when your left foot is 
on the peg. The gears engage with a 
clean click. Coming to a stop, however, 
you need the foot dexterity of one of those 
artists who manipulates a paint brush with 
his toes. Neutral's range is extremely nar- 
row and takes some concentration to find. 

Out on the highway the bike acceler- 
ates with a pleasant, though now muted, 
rumble which sends waves of vibration 
scurrying about the frame like a troupe of 
cheese-hunting mice. The low-frequency 
pulses begin in the seat, then throbulate 
harder and harder as feelers branch out 
into the bars and pegs. Near maximum 
revs the bars assume the diameter of a 
baseball bat's business end. 

Most bikes transmit their pulses dif- 
ferently at different speeds. The Triumph 
is no exception: At about 3500 rpm (50-55 
mph) it hits its stride and feels as comfort- 
able as it can. Riding at 70 mph boosts the 
revs to a very buzzy, tiresome 4500 rpm. 
The stiff suspension, stiction-bound front 
fork, and vibration make the Bonneville 
almost unbearable at elevated speeds. 
Members of the Fifty-Five Establishment 
will love the Bonneville because there's 
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immediate and forceful punishment for 
riding at illegal speeds. Day-long speed 
trips on the Bonneville would not be a 
good deal, but an ordeal. 

To say the Triumph's ride is just stiff is 
like saying that Muhammad Ali was just a 
good boxer. The ride is harsh with fork 
Stiction so extreme that the suspension is 
unable to respond to small bumps in the 
road. Your arms, however, will deal with 
every patter in the road because the jar- 
ring goes straight up the fork to the hand- 
grips. Despite the bouncing and jarring, 
the bike always leaves me with a feeling of 
confidence that | know exactly where it is 
going. Instead of slopping around as if it 
were on rubber bands, the Triumph is a 
solid unit, feeling like an old balloon tire 
bicycle on a bumpy sidewalk. 

The Bonneville imparts such a feeling 
of security that when entering a curve you 
know exactly what line it will follow 
through. On the left side, spirited riding 
will drag the center stand before you get 
terribly far over. But on the other side it 
would take a soul more daring than | to 
leave black crayon marks on the pave- 
ment with the right footpeg. If the curve 
tightens up, you simply lean it a little 
further, confident that you can make it. 

While today's Triumph still shares many 
of the characteristics of its ancestors, 
there is one it has happily abandoned. 
This 1978 Triumph did not leak oil. No 
more little heartbreak-of-psoriasis spots 
on the garage floor. Although the Bon- 
neville won't lose oil through the cases, 
the Triumph still consumes some in the 
combustion process. The 750 ate one 
quart after its initial 600 miles and another 
after 1400. 

People say they buy motorcycles for 
different reasons. Basically, they buy 
them for one reason: what that motorcy- 
cle will do for them. Most people probably 
buy Japanese bikes for their overall per- 
formance and appliance-like reliability. 
Others may buy Harley-Davidsons for.the 
image—because they like the way they 
look on a Low Rider. Still others buy 
Triumphs for their lightness and agility 
and classic good looks. 

The Bonneville is not a bike for novices. 
The Triumph will require more mainte- 
nance than a Japanese motorcycle of the 
same size, and at $2300 it is not a 750 
transportation bargain. And in other ways 
it takes more to own a Triumph: more care 
to keep rust-free, more fiddling to keep 
running right, more effort to start, and 
more back support than your ordinary 
Japanese motorcycle. But it’s also true 
there’s no substitute for the Bonneville. 
Only the British could and would build 
anything like it, warts and all. 

So long as the machine is legitimately 
fun, it has a right to survive. After all, how 
can we expect today’s high schoolers to 
get excited about watching the school 
valedictorian walk past Mrs. Voorhees’ 
window and shove his thumb at an elec- 
tric start button? ® 
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People ask me 
HI really enjoy 


I do. Because my cigarette is Salem. Salem gives 
me more of the flavor I want from a cigarette, plus 
fresh menthol. Isn’t it time you enjoyed Salem? 


* Enjoy Salem Flavor. | 


WEE The Surgeon General Has Determined 


| E KING: 16: mg. "tar", 1.1 mg. nicotine, 100's: 19 mq. “tar”, That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
i * 1.3 mg: nicotine, av. per cigarette, FTC Report MAY 78. : 
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f you added up all the corners of all the tracks the AMA 
uses for its road race Nationals—Daytona, two Loudons, 
Pocono and Sears Point—and then threw in the turns 
from Laguna Seca, Ontario, Willow Springs, Charlotte 
and Riverside, your total corner-count would come up 60 
short of a single lap at the Nurburgring. Draped like a 
gleaming black necklace around a hill in west central 
Germany, the track gives the impression of having been 
designed by a man who would never have to go fast on it 
himself. Its 172 turns are strewn in bunches along 14.7 miles 
of greasy pavement that swivels over the brows of hills, dive- 
bombs through valleys, hip-fakes into the shadows of the 
Black Forest and disappears around countless blind fifth-gear 
sweepers. It is fast. The 500cc GP bikes will average 100 
mph there, which puts it in the same league as American 
speedballs like Riverside, Willow Springs and Pocono. 

The Nurburgring was the last event on the eleven-race 
schedule comprising the 500cc World Championship chase, 
begun almost five months before in steaming San Carlos, 
Venezuela and traipsing thereafter through Spain, Austria, 
France, Italy, Holland, Belgium, Sweden, Finland and England 
before coming to rest in scenic, tricky West Germany. 

For the past two years the 500cc GP class, the most 
prestigious denomination in all of motorcycle sport, has been 
kept in the fashionable and well-lined pocket of Suzuki’s 
Barry Sheene. But this year was different. As the Nurburgring 
weekend approached Sheene found himself second in the 
points standings to a man who was 1) not a European, 2) not 
a GP veteran, 3) not employed by a factory, 4) not riding a 
Square Four Suzuki, 5) not using Michelin tires, and 6) not 
about to lose. Even if Sheene were to win in West Germany— 
an unlikely prospect, as it turned out—Kenny Roberts would 
have to finish worse than fourth for Barry to retain the 500cc 
World Championship. 

To say that Kenny has taken the continent by surprise and 
by storm is to understate the case. Europe, and particularly 
the European motor press, has gone gaga over Roberts. He 
dominated motorcycle newspapers and magazines for the 


Now Everybody 
Calls Him King 


After a season of brilliant rides, 
strange tracks, close calls, wicked 
weather and Barry Sheene, Kenny 
Roberts came to West Germany and 
picked up what every Modesto dirt- 
tracker ought to have: the 500cc 
Road Racing World Championship. 


By Cook Neilson 
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entire summer, and for all the obvious reasons. He was 
egalitarian, fresh, American, approachable, fast and a winner. 
He was also a consummate professional. 

His business—and that's how he saw it—was to win the 
500cc World Championship, however implausible that may 
have appeared around Christmas of 1977. In no small 
measure due to the persuasiveness of Yamaha Racing Team 
Manager Kenny Clarke, Yamaha U.S. reluctantly had agreed to 
contribute towards a Roberts-centered European GP effort. 
Kel Carruthers would be the team leader, Nobby Clark and 
Trevor Tilbury the mechanics, and Goodyear the other main 
supporter and sponsor. Additional help would be supplied by 
the Champion Spark Plug Company, by Lectron Carburetors, 
and by Bell Helmets. First-rate all the way—how can you 
improve on Kel Carruthers, Goodyear, Champ, Bell or Nobby 
Clark?— but still, there was a mountain range of craggy 
problems to scale. To wit: Goodyear had no experience with 
racing motorcycles on European tracks, and Roberts would 
ride exclusively on Goodyear tires against opposition 
equipped just as exclusively with Michelins. The YZR 500 
Yamaha- supplied to Cecotto, Roberts and Takazumi 
Katayama—was functionally and technically inferior to the 
Suzuki RG500s in 1977, and although equipped with an 
exotic barrel valve in the exhaust port for 1978, was expected 
to remain inferior in most areas of engine performance. While 
a 500 was sent to America for Roberts before the GP season 
opened, most of the time set aside for testing washed away 
as California endured one of the rainiest winters in its history. 
Of the eleven tracks on the schedule for the 500cc World 
Championship, Kenny was familiar with only one of them: 
Assen. A substantial effort would be made to win the 250cc 
World Championship as well, and while the 250 would 
provide more practice laps for Roberts, it would impose 
additionally on the time and concentration of Carruthers and 
Clark. Finally, a complete Formula 750 schedule was woven 
in as well—an extra ten races to be held on different 
weekends and different tracks. The schedule was such that 
Roberts and Co. would start GP racing in Europe on the 
weekend of April 2 and, with the exception of two weeks in 
June, race every weekend until the end of September. 


in the F-750 and 250 GP classes, the 500 World 
Championship was the main, and most difficult, objec- 
tive. The beginning was a stinker. Roberts went out with 


We: at the outset there were high hopes for success 








3 * finish third, went on to win the 350 World Championship and and given the kind of first-line equipment that in years 






































` crankshaft and piston problems in Venezuela, Sheene won, him in one e of” em, | but i in the other—in Finland; a Siret 
and before Kenny got used to not drinking the water he was circuit—he won, and went two or three seconds a lap ae, 
15 points in the hole; a lot, considering Barry’s talents, quicker than anybody. The Japanese figured all they hadto — . 
experience and equipment. But if Venezuela etched Sheene do was build him a good bike for 1978 and he'd blow Barry's 3 

more crisply as the primary opponent, so did it erase Johnny doors off. Didn't work out. Johnny was done when he pulled’ 











Cecotto—at least as far as Roberts was concerned. _ off the track during the Venezuela race and said his tires wer 
"Cecotto wears red and white leathers and rides for the chattering. You're not going to be a consistent threat if yo 

Yamaha factory; Roberts wears yellow, black and white and pull in from a 15-point race because your front tire’s chat 

tides for Yamaha U.S. and for Goodyear. There is no doubt Besides Sheene, there was another rider who: came to 


~of Cecotto's talents, nor has there been since he came considered an important opponent: Pat Hennen. Pat, in his ; ; 
humming up from the back of the pack at Daytona in 1975 to third GP season, was upgraded to full Suzuki team status —~ 


returned to blitz Daytona in the spring of 1976, s previous had been reserved exclusively for Barry. Hennen 

"Before | came over here," Kenny said as he was relaxing response was immediately to demonstrate es 
in his motor home the day before the Nurburgring race, “the faster than ries and that he was: 
Yamaha Japanese figured | was good enough in America, 
but in Europe, Johnny was really good. See, Johnny went 
fast two linge: towards the end of last se on. Barry beat. a 
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Now Everybody Calls Him King 


Isle of Man while in the process of setting a new absolute lap 
record, was knocked unconscious, and didn't wake up until 
August 25th. d 

What Kenny learned about Cecotto, and what happened to 
Hennen, left Sheene pinned like a specimen in the dead 
center of Roberts' reptilian, race-face gaze. 

he season started bad in Venezuela and stayed bad until 

Te end of April. His 750 DNF'd at Imola and ran second 

: to Cecotto in France, he was having tire trouble with the 
250 and the 500, and his throttle slides hung up while he was 
leading the Spanish GP, dropping him into second behind 
Hennen. 

It was during this period that the nature of Goodyear's 
involvement shifted. Goodyear had originally intended simply 
to ship an adequate supply of 250, 500 and 750 tires to 


‘Yamaha's Amsterdam race headquarters, along with best 


corporate wishes, and let it go at that. But when reports of 
tire trouble filtered back to Akron, two significant events took 
place. First, Chuck Pilliod, Goodyear's Chairman of the 
Board, sent down word to the effect that if Roberts did not 
win it would not be because Goodyear had failed to give him 
its full attention; and second, John Smith, Goodyear Racing 
Department's Chief Compounder and Kenny's close personal 
friend, found himself responsible for seeing to it that these 
tire problems went away. 

Things started clicking for Roberts on April 23. He won 
both heats of a F-750 race at Brands Hatch that weekend, 
won three consecutive 500 GP races—Austria, France and 
Italy—the following three weekends, then won two 
consecutive F-750 races in Austria and Spain to finish off 
May and open up June. From April 23 until June 18 Roberts 
went to the starting line with his 500 and 750 a total of nine 
times on six different tracks in five different countries, and 
was unbeaten. He also set new lap records everywhere he 
raced. 

ut while his two big bikes were busily hacksawing 
B through the competition, his little one—the 250 that Kel 

had built in the United States—was taking its lumps from 
the works Kawasakis of Gregg Hansford and Kork Ballington. 
It was down on top speed and acceleration, and Roberts was 
having to ride it so hard that he was burning off the tires. 
Finally, in mid-July, the 250 World Championship project was 
abandoned. By then the 500 championship was looking more 
and more attainable, the works 250 Kawasakis were getting 
sounder and faster, and because of contractual agreements 
Roberts would be unable to compete in the final two 250 
rounds anyway. So the bike, for which Kel Carruthers had 
such high hopes before the unhappy reality of a mature 250 
Kawasaki presented itself, became strictly a practice mule—a 
bike Kenny could use for additional track time. 

Roberts' road switched back to ruts after the mid-season 
break. “At Assen | got about three laps of dry practice, and 
we used that to break in the engine. Then it started raining. 
There were guys who'd gone fast before it got wet, and they 
were definitely qualified. 

"The next day, during the second practice session, the 
bike wouldn't run. We went out for the last practice session 
of the day—this was Friday, and there was another practice- 
qualifying session Saturday—and it was pissin' down with 
rain. That was a bad situation. | wasn't qualified at that point. 
If it had rained Saturday too, | might not have been able to 
qualify for the race at all. 


Kel Carruthers (left), Yamaha Team 
Leader, strategist and tuner, begins a 
mental pre-race inspection of Kenny's YZR 
that will shortly turn into a physical one. 
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“So we put on some hand-grooved slicks and | just forced 
myself to go fast. After one lap I'd gone fast enough to qualify 
in the top ten—on rain tires! In the rain! 

"| did three laps, and | was going to pull in. | knew | was 
fast because | was passing everybody. Anyway, just as | was 
thinking about coming in, | had the bike cranked way over, 
hit a change of pavement coming onto the front straight, and 
slid out. The bike caught fire. We only had the one bike 
[Cecotto had two], so I’m throwin’ mud on it to get the fire 
out. It didn't do too much damage, but the guys had to stay 
up all night fixing it. 

"Anyway, the next day was clear, the bike was fixed, and | 
requalified third-fastest. But because | hadn't had any dry- 
track practice, the tire we put on the bike was too soft, and 
we finished second." 

He finished second again in Belgium the following 
weekend as weather and seizures bankrupted his available 
practice time. Two weeks later, in Sweden, Roberts was 
involved in a very serious crash. 

"| was evaluating some tires—the 1997, which I’m running 
now, and a stiffer compound, which we've needed for quite a 
while. On the third turn of the fourth lap | got a little too close 
to the edge of the track. | figured I’d just straighten the bike 
up, run off the track, stop, turn around and come back on the 
track. But when | focused my eyes off the track, | saw there 
was a fence. | couldn't turn the bike, and | couldn't stop it, so 
| just locked up the front brake. I’ve always felt that the 
easiest way to get off in the dirt is to lock up the front brake. 
But as | did the bike hit something in the back, bounced up, 
and | went over the handlebars. | think | got caught between 
the bike and the fence. Knocked me out. | got up, and | fell 
down. | got up again, and fell down again. | was out | guess 
20 minutes. That's the longest I’ve ever been out. When | 
woke up in the track hospital, Kel was there. There were no 
doctors there—l don’t know where they were. The track 
hospital wasn't really a hospital; it was a barn, is what it was. 
| didn't know where the hell | was, or how | got there. How 
the hell did | get to Sweden? And of course when | stood up | 
knew | had a concussion. 

"| went back to the motor home and went to sleep. Slept 
the rest of that day and all that night. | got up Saturday, and | 
was better. | wasn't right, but | wasn't going to keel over if | 
got on the bike either. | had to go back to see the doctor. He 
looked in my eyes, and said | was all right, and that | could 
ride. 

"| qualified fifth or sixth fastest that afternoon, but we didn't 
have a chance to try the stiffer compound we needed for that 
particular track. During the race my hand, which I'd hurt in 
the crash, went numb, and | couldn't keep up the pace. | was 
back to ninth at one time, and | think | ended up seventh.” 

Sheene won, and Roberts’ lead shrunk from 14 points to 
three. Finland was next. 

“In Finland, the track was nothing more than a full-blown 
section of street. I’ve never ridden on the street before. You 
went up to the curb and turned left, went down a couple of 
blocks with trees all-around, turned right across some 
railroad tracks. | didn’t think they raced on streets any more. 
And then at the end of practice, when the track was just 
about good enough to race on, they let the cars back on. 
The cars went all night, and the next day they shut it down 
again and raced on it. It was so bad | couldn't believe it.” 
(Continued on page 84) 
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Announcing! 
NEW FROM YOSHIMURA 


HONDA CB750K & F, KAWASAKI KZ650, SUZUKI GS550; $155 (Black), 
$175 (Chrome) 

KAWASAKI Z-1. ZI-R, LTD's AND KZ1000: 

$159.95 (Black) $179.95 (Chrome) 

SUZUKI GS750; $160 (Black), $180 (Chrome) 

GS1000 AVAILABLE SOON 

Order by mail or send for our new 72 page technical catalog/manual $3.00 ea. 


x — YOSHIMURA R&D 
5517 Cleon Ave. 
N. Hollywood, CA. 91601 


YOSHIMURA EAST 
264 Marshall Hill Rd.Dept. C 
W. Milford, N.J. 07480 











and the XS Eleven. 
Made for each other. 


Yamaha's XS Eleven is generally accepted as the world's fastest 
mass production motorcycle. Twist the throttle hard enough and you 
can twist your helmet right into the small of your back. : 

Now S&S helps you make a great bike even better. The answer is 
our latest no-nonsense exhaust system, a 4 into 1 that includes our 
new 21/2-to-4” megaphone muffler. 

< For engine efficiency, this is the one. And for styling and deep , 
chrome plating, nothing beats S&S. Add our easy installation and a 
rugged design that takes everything the street can dish out and you'll 
know why S&S and your bike were made for each other. 

See our complete line for all popular bikes at your S&S dealer 
today, or send $1.00 for our latest catalog. 





arriage * Dept. C-1178 


94 Santa Ana, Ca. 92704 * (714) 546-8635 











CALL HIM KING........ Continued from page 83 

Whether Kenny believed it or not, he 
didn't have to put up with Finland for long. 
His 500 suffered an ignition failure, and 
Roberts' second DNF was on the books. 
Ordinarily that would have been fatal—but 
Sheene's Suzuki also stopped, the victim 
of a crankshaft problem. 

Except Barry didn't see it as a crank- 
shaft problem. He saw it as a preparation 
problem. According to one of the men 
working on Wil Hartog's Suzuki at Nur- 
burgring, Barry had felt a vibration during 
practice in Finland and had asked his 
mechanics to replace the crankshafts. 
They had elected not to. After the bike 
stopped with crank failure, Sheene gave 
his mechanics such a slagging in the 
press that by Nurburgring they were no 
longer talking to him, nor he to them. 

Barry set fire to the remnants of his 
own composure at Silverstone, the next- 
to-last 500 GP. Silverstone was a mess. 
After the 500s were flagged off rain came 
down with waterfall intensity, and every- 
one who had started the race with slicks— 
including Sheene and Roberts—had to 
stop and change them. When it was over 





Roberts, who had made the quickest tire- 
change, was announced as the winner, 
Steve Manship second, Sheene third. But 
there were a total of five riders who 
claimed that they, not Roberts, had won, 
and Barry announced over the Silver- 
stone loudspeakers that while he wasn't 
sure who had won, he was positive it 
wasn't Kenny. The situation deteriorated 
from there and Roberts, after stating that 
it wasn't his job to count laps or keep track 
of the opposition and that he had no idea 
who won, repaired back to his gigantic 
motor home to await the final results. 

"| sat in there and had a couple of pulls 
on Hansford's bottle of Jack Daniel's, and 
before | knew it there were 30 people in 
here, and | was gassed to the gills. Then 
all of a sudden me and a bunch of pri- 
vateers were out on the track chasing 
rabbits with a Mercedes truck and Vir- 
ginio’s Ferrari’s Jeep. It's two o'clock, 
three o'clock in the morning, and we're 
out chasin' rabbits." 

The Silverstone results stood as 
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B-STUFFER BAG — 10” diameter, 
RAIN-PROOF 17” long. Holds two helmets 
CYCLE LUGGAGE and clothing. Travels securely. 
Three-snap flap. Heavy duty 
slings. Red, Blue, Black $11.49 


THROAT COAT Fits 
all helmets. Keep 
warm this winter; 
eliminate wind- 
burn and dust. 
Outside layer of 
water repellent 
nylon, inner layer 
of polyester fill 
and foam. Soft 


ACCESSORIES for HONDA, 
YAMAHA, KAWASAKI, 
SUZUKI and others 












C-SUPER STUFFER— 21” long, 
12” diameter. All features, plus 
“piggy back" pouch. _ 
Red, Blue, Black $15.49 
































nylon taffeta 3 CHROME OIL PRESSURE GAUGE A AS 

inside layer. j Withstands vibration and tough usage. All chrome z TANK BAG St t 
Elastic bands & casing & mounting hardware. 11⁄2” gauge dial, 7 Fi zaps 10, 
Velcor tabs for replaceable dial facing,.no-vibration needle. gas tank; 12"x10"x5". 
easy fitting. 7 Easy bolt-on mount. Topside map pocket and 
Washable. SS personal effects pouch. 
Black $10.95 For Honda Heavy-duty sling for take- 
Silver $12.95 GL 1000 $15.50 along convenience. 







$13.25 Red, Blue, Black $16.49 


E 750K/F 
& 350F/400F/ 










EB 550 $16.50 ` COMPLETE SET All three bags in 
COLD WEATHER GLOVES j 3 y une dius matching colors. 
| * ForK i Red. Blue, Black. $40.00 
All leather, deep pile 3 Pile onadan $13.25 MOTOCROSS GLOVES Simulated leather ; - 
e ded MEA : > pee t NW KZ650 $16.55 in black. 4 sizes S,M,L,XL. CYCLE COVERS Form fitted, 
All leather gauntlets, - : jy, Kz400 $14.55 Pr.$4.95 2 pr. $8.49 protects against all weather. 


1 Heavy gauge, cloth 
DRAFT EXCLUDER : s 3 backed. Resists muffler 
Fits all helmets. Stops i ak : . heat. Contoured to 
helmet lift, protects against all accessories. 
drafts, dirt, grit, etc. 2 1 With tie straps. 
Velcro strip for quick, easy i E Bike shown includes 
on-off. $7.95 ~ i sissy bar & pad, 
7 } windshield & fairing, 

luggage rack and 
saddle bags. 


adjustable wrist strap. 
Black only. Sizes XS, S, 
M, L, XL. $19.49 pr. 


For Suzuki 
GS750 $13.25 


























Moped Cover $24.95 


#958 For 360cc & smaller $27.95 
#961 For 750cc & smaller $27.95 
#962 w/Sissy Bar $28.95 
#964 w/Wndshld $28.95 
#966 Sissy Bar & Wndshld $30.95 
#970 For 1000cc $30.95 
#972 w/Sissy Bar $31.95 
#974 w/Wndshld $31.95 
#976 Sissy Bar & Wndshld $35.95 










COOL WEATHER GAUNTLETS 
Soft cowhide gloves, foam 
lining for warmth & comfort. 
Insulated viny! gauntlets, 
adjustable wrist strap. Black 
w/maroon & white stripe. Sizes 
XS, S, M, L, XL $19.43 pr. 






FUEL GAUGE Fits all Honda flip 
cap models, all years. Mounts 

.. easily with Honda recall locks. 
NEW GAS CAP LOCK For all Also Yamaha '75's (road) and 

Honda flip cap models, all Kawasaki '75's (road). Easily 
years. Can be used with new installed . . . $14.95 

fuel gauge (Honda only). 

Heavy duty. 2 keys. Easy to 

install. $9.95 























NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just pull 
out, adjust chain, snap back in, $1.50 













SISSY BAR CARRY-ALL LUGGAGE Fits all bars, 
on-off in a jiffy. Double lined, heavy duty 
vinyl, full zipper enclosure. Waterproof. 2- 
strap carry-handle, use as hand luggage. 
22" high. standard — Black only $19.95 

DeLuxe heavy duty — Black or Brown $29.95 













EI 
MINEOLA CRUISE CONTROL Effortless 
throttle control. Eliminates fatigue, wrist 
pains. Quick, easy on-off installation. 
Fits all cycles. $2.49 
















EAGIESPATCHAaraa) NEWIOYCIE SEA 


protects against 
TEM Ten DM. abrasions, Scuffing, 
‘Finely detailed 7-color Jdem ene size 
embroidered patch. its all. Genuine 
Sq Bronze wings, brown leather, elastic 
body, silver head and straps. Extra strap 
4 legs, yellow talons and included. Black or 
beak. Red name on gold Brown $3.98 à : 
panel. Black velvet HELMET SPEAKERS Weatherproof remote 
base. Iron-on or sew-on. speaker mounts on rear of any helmet. Fits 
Two sizes. Specify name. earphone jack of transistor radio. 236" x 1. 
Giant Back Patch Includes cable connectors $9.95 


8" span, 10” high Optional 2-helmet attachment $4.95 
No. 77......... $8.95 
Regular Patch 

312" span. 5'^ high 


No. 81... $3.49 






NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 

Fully adjustable.with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. Zippered change 
pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL.. .. $13.95 





SPECIAL PR 


“RANGO” SADDLE BAGS For on or ke. 

bags fit under seat, over seat, over shoulder. Heavy 
duty Naugahyde with chrome plated hardware, heavy 
rivet reinforced. Tie down strap assures snug fit. 
Each bag 12" wide, 11" high, 4%” deep. Great 
innovation for free & easy travel. Set of two 
Standard — Black only $19.95 : 
Heavy duty (Reinforced),— Black or Brown -$24.99 CRUISE E-Z-Z-Z 


3$ CUSTOM CHROME Cruise all day. Dial in a constant 
e ; GAUGE COVERS throttle speed, or just enough to 
“Sturdy, gleam- overcome hand & arm fatigue. 
ing chrome rims Easy throttle shutoff. Thumb 
dress up and control lever easily engages or 
B. protect your disengages. Install in minutes — 
P. gauges. Fit no special tools. For Honda, 
all Hondas. Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, BMW, 
iuum Specify model. Triumph. A 













Quick release that 
works like a miniature 
seat belt. Polished 
metal. Replaces “D” 
rings. $2.98 


CHILTON’S REPAIR 

& TUNE-UP GUIDES 

For the ‘“‘Do-it-Yourselfer” 
Tune up procedures, 


adjustments, a 
maintenance and repair. 





Visit our only retail location. 











Set of two $14.95 
A must for proper — 
servicing of your bike. 
KAWASAKI 
41/1000 '73-78 $7.35 
HONDA riples '69-'75 $6.95 
GL1000* 75:77 $7.95 Singles 169-78) $5.95 
320-550 F 2178 geas AMAHA 
-550 Fours TE. "Qe Street 2-strokes '67-'75 $6.95 
! mam EDEN Te ht E 
‘ —— XL Series 72:75 $6.95 4 Strokes 104 oe 88 
5 i i 73: n SUZUKI 
E-Z LOW BOY TWO WAY INTERCOM Talk while touring. Clear, effortless conversation at — [03/200 Twine "09/78 S699 Triples 72-74 $6.95 
E-Z DOUBLE SADDLE normal tones. No more shouting, pounding or hand signals. All plastic, Honda Singles '68-'75 $6.95 Singles&Twin '70-'74 $6.95 


non-electric, no maintenance. Adjusts to all helmets, easy to disconnect. 
Works hands-free. Lightweight acoustical tubing, weighs only 2 oz. 


$69.95 complete each 


*Other name brand manuals will be supplied. 
$8.95 set. 3 or more $7.60 set. We reserve the right to ship equivalent manuals 


































































Nencoant pus cu Use your ru micum ane AM/FM portable radio attachment $3.98 when availability or stock prevents immediate shipment. 
tOr! m cover yourself. Fits like stock. Half-hour ee ee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee eee QUIM 
installation complete with directions. No giueing, no cutting, no special tools NOW PHONE YOUR ORDER z 
needed. Available in Double Saddle or Low Boy. Black only. For Honda GL1000, TWO WHEEL HONDA of 336 JERICHO TURNPIKE ~ 
CB750K/F/A, CB550K, 400 Hawk, CX500; Kawasaki K2900/1000, KZ650; Yamaha TOLL FREE FROM ALL ACCESS MINEOLA, N.Y. 11501 
XS1100, 750-20/E/SE, 650 '76 & later; Suzuki GS1000, GS750/550 800-645 6066 I ORIES MINEOLA (516) 248-5775? 
3: - NAME E m f 
We ship Worldwid All-steel bases eR eR grade CXCEDLIS arawan E Alaska : ae a ae 
e ship Worldwide y Naugah : AUDRESSLL ——— 7 .—. SSeS e 
i yde. Contoured styling. - a —— = 
used exclusively Beautiful button tuft matters Uses or call 516-248-5775 I 5 | 
original seat mounting nardware. | Oe —— STATE — — — — Ip — — — I] 
Easy to install For Honda CB550K | NEW 1978-79 CATALOG $4 Yesi Model Serial E 
77-78 CB750K/F '73-'78; Kawasaki = m E 29 EM 
400,650,750,900/1000 all years; ($1.50 by Air Mail h l F => 2 5 
Yamaha 750,650, 74 & later, — | LSO PAI Mail anahe ERES | a | QUAN. | ITEM sıze{coror St &?nd| price | ono JZ S 
Suzuki GS750 77-78 FREE gm | choices) EUM = 
. $66.95 | withan F^ Ki | | u \2 EJ 
-orders due m e i$ s 
over $5 i | | | = E o 
z e la S 
as wile 
| | Z | zB |S 22 
z ey | es oe 8 E 
: N.Y. State residents add 7*5 sales tax Add 6% Shippin: os i 
DEALER INQUIRIES IN (Minimum $1) ^ 23 EE 
= cw || B O Specat Handling & Owy siso additional (optionai) TOTAL o 
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Pressure Sensitive Stickers --- 


moto X 


zn r= 


JI 


GOODPYEAR METZE 


STICKERS * STICKERS 
50€ each or all 14 for $6.00 or catalog of 
over 700 trick stickers for only $2.00. 
Send your money telling what you want to: 

Stick-em Up 
Dept. C 
1858 Catalina Ct. 
Livermore, CA. 94550 
(Dirs. & Dist. Send for Info) 


INTRODUCING 
THE KRYPTONITE® 
MOTORCYCLE LOC 


IT’S A STEAL 











It cannot be cut by bolt-cutters, Ms nor 

hacksaws, nor forced open with a jack. 

* Fully hardened alloy steel construction 

* High security 7-pin tubular lock. 

* Unique double locking mechanism secures 
both ends of the shackle. 

* Compact and light—ideal for touring. 

* Fully coated with thick vinyl 

Ask for it at your dealer or send $39.95 plus $2. 

(for postage and handling) to: 


KRYPTONITE* 
95 Freeport Street 
Boston, Ma. 02122 


Dealer and distributor inquiries invited 
Reader Service No. 64 
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CALL HIM KING........ Continued from page 84 
posted. With only one race remaining— 
Nurburgring—Roberts was. eight points 
ahead. That meant if Sheene won, 
Roberts had to finish no worse than fourth 
in Germany in order to win the World 
Championship. It.had by then become no 
longer psychologically impossible for 
Kenny, a kneejerk charger if ever there 
was one, to race for fourth. 

“Yeah, I’ve changed. Sure lve 
changed,” he said the day before the last 
race. "I've learned how to go slow. On the 
good race tracks | put out a lot of effort, 
but on the lousy tracks l've slowed down a 
bit. I've quit using so much of the front tire, 
I’m using more of the rear, and I’m not 
taking the chances | used to take. Earlier 
in the season | was riding 110 per cent, 
120 per cent, trying to get caught up to the 
point lead. lm still going fast enough to 
win, but earlier, it was no contest—I’d just 
split. 

“Im glad—glad that | can change my 
pace, and get beat, but be in a good 
position to win the Championship. 

"The problem with developing an edge 
in Europe, and keeping it sharp, is that 
there are so many different kinds of race 
tracks. l've lost the edge | had at the 
beginning of the year, mostly because of 
the street circuits. There isn't as much 
traction, and you can't go where you want 
to go. But on a good track | can go as fast 
as ever. | may have lost a little of my 
edge—but | can get it back on a good 
track." 

The Nurburgring—which Roberts pro- 
nounces "Newburgring," as in lobster— 
defied classification as either good, bad, 
or street. Kenny knew all along it was 
going to be difficult; Kel had told him. So 
he got to the track as soon as possible 
| after Silverstone, arranged with the West 
German Yamaha executive Ulrich 
("Schmitzo") Schmitz for a street bike on 
which to learn the circuit, and traded 
certain promotional activities for addi- 
tional practice. During the week before 
the race Kenny lapped the track more 
than 50 times, covering between 700 and 
800 miles. 

By Friday, two days before the 88-mile 
GP, Roberts felt he knew which way the 
track went, but did not feel comfortable on 
it—"| don't think it's possible to ever feel 
comfortable on a track like this," he said. 
Uncomfortable or not, Roberts turned in 
an official 8:32.5 lap in Friday's practice. It 
would stand up as the second-fastest 
qualifying round of the weekend, and 
would position Roberts firmly in the front 
row. Cecotto—just as Kenny had sus- 
pected—qualified quicker at 8:31.7 Satur- 
day, and his friend Ferrari turned in a lap 
which exactly matched Roberts' best. 
Michel Rougerie, Wil Hartog and Sheene 
were the only other riders to get below 
8:40. 

While Barry was the main target, 
Roberts as of Saturday afternoon was not 
particularly concerned by the prospect of 














being outrun. by him. All along, circum- 
stance has been more important than the 
relative depths of Roberts' and Sheene's 
talent on the race track. Mechanical 
failures, tire complications, rain, logistical 
difficulties, practice crashes: all season 
these have counted more than whether 
he or Sheene could bring down the whip 
harder. Besides, in Kenny's mind, there 
was never a doubt anyway. 

"They asked Sheene a couple months 
ago how fast | was," Kenny was saying 
after practice Saturday, “and Sheene ad- 
mitted that, yeah, I ride a little harder than 
he does. But he's been broken up a lot, 
and refuses to go any harder than about 
80 per cent. Well, to win now you're going 
to have to go more than 80 per cent. If 
you're only going to put out an 80 per cent 
effort, | don't see why you should be upset 
if someone beats you. Barry's got a lot of 
talent, but he hasn't been applying it to the 
motorbike. When he does, he's a consis- 
tent second-place rider. But | don't think 
he's as good a pilot as Hartog, and Ferrari, 
given Sheene's equipment, would be 
faster than Barry. In fact, if you gave him a 
little instruction, Ferrari would be very 
good." 

Saturday evening was the last in a 
series of sleepless nights for Roberts. He 
had done everything possible to get him- 
self in a position to win the World Champi- 
onship: dialed in the bike, memorized the 
track, outgunned all but two of his com- 
petitors in qualifying. Sheene had bot- 
tomed out five seconds a lap slower than 
Roberts, and together with Goodyear's 
John Smith Kenny had eyeball-designed 
a needed front intermediate tire tread 
pattern Saturday afternoon in case the 
weather turned lousy the next day. All that 
remained was to see how it would come 
out. Roberts went to bed in his motor 
home thinking of engine seizures, tire 
problems, oil spots, human error, the 
whole briar patch of secret forces which 
could keep him from becoming, as he put 
t, "a World guy." 

If there was to be a conspiracy against 
success Sunday, the weather wasn't in on 
it Sunday was beautiful: still, cloudless 
and benign, a day perfect for winning 
championships. Which is exactly what 
Roberts did. Using a starting technique 
taught him by Nobby Clark, Kenny got his 
500 crackling three steps off the starting 
line, settled it in behind the streaking pair 
of Ferrari and Cecotto, and began a hold- 
ing action that would last for 88 miles. His 
crew had planned to show him two pit 
boards: the first, on the front straight, 
telling him how. he was doing in general, 
and the second, on the back straight, how 
he was doing against Sheene. The 
Sheene board caused him his only close 
call. “They had it real close to my brake 
marker for the third turn," Kenny said 
afterwards. “I saw the board on the sec- 
ond lap, and when | refocused on the 
track | was way past my shutoff point. 


Almost overshot the turn." 
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At the halfway point Cecotto had mus- 
cled past Ferrari into the lead, and Kenny, 
strolling along in their wake, was 13.1 
seconds ahead of Sheene and had just 
set a new lap record at 8:31.5. “Those 
guys'd get ahead of me in the first part of 
the course—the slow part," Kenny said. 
“Then once we got into the fast stuff I'd 
catch right back up." Ferrari pulled the lap 
record under 8:30 on the next go-round, 
and at that point Kenny started back- 
pedalling, drifting conscientiously to- 
wards the battle going on behind him 
between Katayama and Sheene. He'd 
gotten past Ferrari at one point, but Vir- 
ginio pulled the trigger on his works 
Suzuki going up the long straight and 
blasted past Kenny's Yamaha with a 12 
mph speed differential (165 mph to 153), 
convincing Roberts that he was better off 
in third than in a flank-to-flank battle 
against a guy riding on rubbery lines with 
a stratocruiser of a motorcycle and eye- 
balls that were beginning to stare. Kenny 
was after survival, and a World Champi- 
onship; this was not the place to show off. 

The last lap—the sixth—was the long- 
est, the slowest and the most deliberate in 
Kenny's memory, and the most agonizing 
for his crew. Ferrari streaked across the 
line first, followed closely by Cecotto. And 
then there was a gap which stretched, 
and stretched, and stretched some more, 
then finally Kenny popped up over the hill 
giving onto the main straight and arrowed 
under the checkered flag, America's first 
European GP World Champion. 

Relaxing over a beer in the Goodyear 
hospitality booth an hour later, Nobby 
Clark talked about Roberts, his sixth 
World Champion. 

"When I was working for Agostini there 
were times | saw Kenny racing in America. 
l've always said he's the fastest rider in the 
world. Even before he came to Europe, 
you could see his talent, sticking out a 
mile. | never doubted for a minute that this 
effort would be a success, even consider- 
ing that the bike was new, and the tracks 
were new to Kenny. The business about a 
first-timer not being able to win the 500 
World Championship is a fallacy. The 
Europeans think, because they race on 
these tracks year after year, that no new- 
comer can come along and learn a circuit 
the first time out. This was a classic 
example. Kenny came here, and he 
learned this circuit really well, it’s a long 
circuit, a difficult circuit, and he made a 
mockery of what all the guys said at the 
beginning of the year. They underesti- 
mated him—didn't realize how much tal- 
ent he's got. He's also very, very deter- 
mined. 

"Kenny's going to be a good ambas- 
sador for America, and for the sport," 
Nobby continued. "He's a worthy cham- 
pion." 

A few moments later Roberts grabbed 
John Smith. “Now I’m a World guy," he 
said. 

As if there was ever any doubt. © 
NOVEMBER 1978 











lag 9’) SAVE MONEY! 


SUPER DISCOUNTS ON FAMOUS BRAND 
LOW PRICES, THEN 


a ae TIRES & ACCESSORIES 


call TOLL- FREE 1-800-854-3103 TODAY! n calif. 1-714-556-RIDE. 
€ BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp gradi card orders shipped same day. 


CONTINENTAL K112 (R) & RB2 (F) | DUNLOP K91 MK Il 
The best high-performance and high Belted for high-speed 
mileage tire! * Indicates tubeless. performance and increased 


450H-17 K112 $46.13 510/80H-18 K112 $45.19 4 i 3 ith or 

325H-18 RB2 $33.14 *510/80H-18 K112 $53.18 2 iri tg wit 

350H-18 K112 $38.04 325H-19 — RB2 $36.05 3 - 910H-17 — $52.30 

400H-18 K112 $43.52 350H-19 .RB2 $38.59 eee ie oa 
1 *350H-1 3 - ! 

425/85H-18 K112 $44.48 *350H-19 .RB2 $43.75 du idus ted 


*425/85H-18 K112 $51.99 
DUNLOP K81 Low profile front or rear tire.| DUNLOP SPORTS SENIOR/K88 
Low sidewall blocks for extreme 


510H-16 MKII $38.16  510H-18 MK II $39.68 
450H- TASTE MK Il) $30.78 — 325H-19 F6 RIB $29.39 cornering. Self-cleaning. 
pot 510-17 K88 $28.74 500-18 K88 $33.60 


i $29.40  350H-19 F6 RIB $29.34 
‘i041 ms ae $31.22 | 340-18 SSR $2246 300-21 SSR $22.57 
460-18 SSR $26.28 325-21 K88 $27.64 0 


425/85H-18 $36.97 410H-19 $34.91 

CHENG SHIN STREET CHENG SHIN IMPORTANT: Tire prices include Fed. 
K81 pattern, low profile and MOTOCROSS Exc. Tax. i you compare prices, be sure 
i- — i >| freight, F.E.T. and sales tax are incl. in 

hi speed rated aisuper buy! Super Digger copy. Top 1 total price quoted. Prices in previous 


510-16 $28.88 i i j 
510/85H-17 $29.87 quality at lowest prices. ads no longer valid. 








CHECK OUR UNBELIEVABLY 








































































































































410/85H-18 $25.49 385-14 $15.43 (c) Phantom Rider 1978. 
460/85H-18 $28.34 rag | 410-18 oe 

510/85H-18 $32.55 Ed tS TUBES — au sizes: Ch. Shin $3.98. Michelin $4.98. 
325/360-19 RIB $15.79 | sHOWROOM 300-21 $17.82 Goodyear $6.49. Continental $8.96. Special with tire 


360/85S-19 $17.29 


GOODYEAR EAGLE A/T & G/T 


Low profile, blackwall, street/touring tires. 
510-16 AT $39.98 450-18 G/T Il — $43.50 
510-17 G/T Il $47.01 325-19 A/T $28.62 
400-18 A/T $34.86 350-19 G/T II RIB $33.72 
450-18 A/T $37.81 


A/T also available with Raised White Letters — tube- 
type or tubeless. / 


H-P EXHAUST SYSTEMS Increases du 8-20%. 


Hooker Type Price (chromed) 
Hon CB/CL350 68-73 2 into 1 $82.73 
Hon CB750 thru 76 — 4 into 1 $121.57 
Kaw Z1, KZ900, all 4 into 1 $121.57 
Suz GS750 77-78 4 into 1 $140.14 
Yam XS1/2/650, all 2 into 1 $82.73 
Yam XS750, all 3 into 1 $122.43 


Bassani Type — Price (black) 
Hon XR75 73-78 up or dn $40.07 
Hon CR250 thru '75 down $63.75 
Kaw KZ650, all 4 into 1 $136.00 
Kaw H2 750, '74-'76 3 into 3 $182.75 
Suz GS550, 77-78 4 into 1 $136.00 
Suz GT380/550/750 74-77 3 into 3 $182.75 
Yam 250/350/400, all twin $135.10 
Partial listing only. Kerker and Jardine 
exhausts also available. 


BELL HELMETS Save up to 12% 


R-T (road/trail) wht (std), red, blu, ora $47.25 
Magnum Il sil (std), wht, ora $69.75 


purchase: Ch. Shin $3.25. Goodyear $5.75. 


SHOCKS & SPRINGS «8977355» 


— SAVE UP TO 35%! 


MULHOLLAND rebuildable street and MX shocks — all 
lengths $38.95/pr. Springs: sgle rate $9.75/pr. 
$10.95/pr. 

MULHOLLAND LTG: LONG TRAVEL GAS SHOCKS — all 
Sem $69.50/pr. Springs: sgle rate $17.50/pr. Progr. 
23.9 


LOCKHART OIL COOLERS 


Honda Fours/GL 1000/Kaw 650/900/1000/Suz GS750/- 
Yam XS650/750 blk $64.98, chr. $84.98 H-D Sports/- 
Nor/Tri blk $58.98, chr. $78.98. New: 700SS kits — 
50% increased cooling — Honda Fours, Kaw 900/- 
1000. H-D Sports. Blk only $86.98. New! Thermostat 
valve — works with all coolers — $26.00. 


LESTER MAG WHEELS 


The unique cast alloy wheel system that accepts |, 
tubeless tires for less weight and improved handling. |: 
For BMW, H-D, Kaw, Suz. Front, from $124.00. Rear — 

from $158.00. Hi-lighted $18 extra per wheel. FREIGHT |' 
INCLUDED. For details, call us toll-free 1-800-854-3103. |" 


Call or send for FREE CATALOG. 1-800-854-3103 


RIDER WEAR | MUSTANG TOURING BOOTS 


Unbelievably comfortable and light (only 3 Ibs/pr). In 
genuine black leather, 1334" tall, 34" hard-wearing 
rubber sole w/steel shank, zippered back. Scuff pads 
on toe caps. In full sizes from 5 thru 13. $59.95/pr. 




























































Star II wht (std), ora $87.70 

Star 120 wht (std), ora $79.90 i BELSTAFF TOURING JACKET 

Moto Star wht (std), yel $78.85 °` 100% WATERPROOF, this comfortable and stylish 

Sizes: 6%-77% Shoei helmets also available. `. N Jacket 's made of heavy-duty polyurethane-proofed 
: nylon with all seams sewn, solutioned and taped. Has a 

NYLON MX PANTS p dM red, quilted lining and four pouched front pockets. 


hor nes Sizes: S (34"-36"), M (38"-40"), L (42"- 
y 5 

MATCHING PANTS: 27", 29", 31", 33” inseam $59.95. 
PHANTOM RIDER 3001 REDHILL AVE. COSTA MESA. CA 92626 
pu E NE EE GENS GEMD LED END ZEND ZG SED DEG GEM D GM EN DD ND 
" A PHANTOM RIDERe 3001 REDHILL AVE., BIN 101, COSTA MESA, CA 92626 n 


Qty Size Description Price ea. 


Made of strong nylon, these pants offer maximum 
protection with plastic knee cups (removable) and thick 
padding at hips. Reinforced seat. In black, red, or blue, 
with contrasting stripe. Specify size: 22-38 $38.65. & 


SHIPPING CHARGES 


must be added to all prices. 

Minimum order West of Mid- — East of 
is $10.00. Rockies West — Miss. 
Front tires 2.00 285 3.35 
























Add shipping charges 






| enclose~ 













Rear tires 2.85 4.15 4.95 1Mo. Order iJ Cert. Check O Pers. Check (allow 2 wks. to clear) Calif. res. add 

Shocks, springs 2.25 3.25 3.75 (3.25% deposit — will pay balance, plus freight C.0.D. 6% sales tax c 
Exhausts 3.60 5.25 6.75 Charge to: (3 Visa/BankAm — 3 M/Charge Am. Express TOTAL E: 
Boots 2.00 2.85 3.35 J Please send me your FREE catalog. m 
Helmets/jackets 1.50 1.85 2.25 OC (| —- 2 
/pants ES 
AK, HI, PR, CZ, APO/FPO customers, use BB name ooo zi 
3rd col. Freight rates to Canada, add $3 to Address 9 i 
amounts shown in 3rd col. All orders City/State/Zip 









shipped fully insured. For COD orders, add 
$1.25 COD fee to freight charges. No CODs 
to APO/FPO or Canada addresses. 









Your phone no. (day time) ( ) 


call TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3103 MALL: 


te p Rm mm mm zm amd 
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NIGHT CROSSING....Continued from page 61 
only place in the United States where the 
borders of four states intersect. The mon- 
ument is merely a square concrete slab 
with the four lines indicating each state’s 
border. You can ride around it and tour 
Utah, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona 
in all of 20 seconds. 

Since the campgrounds were full, | 
spent the night at a rest stop near Grand 
Canyon Village, the sleeping bag flung 
between a cinder pile and a barbed-wire 
fence. | was dirty, sticky and uncomfort- 
able. Sleep came hard. 

In the morning | once again packed up 
my duffel and Vetter’s unique Floating 
Mount Saddle Bags. Rather than being 
boxy, these bags are triangular, broad at 
the bottom and narrow at the top. While 
most bags load from the top, these load 
from the side and are oriented horizon- 
tally. The bags are removable by means of 
a key, meaning they function also as 
suitcases complete with handles. Com- 
position of the one-piece body is roto- 
molded polyethylene, a tough plastic 
which is waxy and hard to paint. However, 
for color-match purposes the doors are of 
easily-painted ABS. 

The trickiest part of the setup is Vetter’s 
“Floating Mount.” It consists of a rubber 
donut at the front of the mounting bracket, 
into which slips a metal rod mounted to 
the suitcase. The rear mount is a pair of 
metal rods fitting into a grooved metal 


cone. Three rubber feet along the back of 
the mounting frame allow the bag to flex 
within controllable limits. The system 
works well. Viewed from the rear the bags 
flutter on their mounts, but the rider feels 
no ill effects though he’s aware the bike is 
carrying more weight at the rear. The 
Vetter units don’t hold as much as their 
boxlike competitors. While a cubic mea- 
surement might indicate as much room as 
a Krauser or Samsonite bag, some of the 
Vetter's real capacity is lost in the compli- 
cated convolutions at back and rear. 
There's space, but part of it is not usable. 
And unfortunately the doors leak. The 
doors' sealing gaskets rest against a 
crinkle-finish body. The bags will continue 
to leak until there's a gasket pliable 
enough to fit into the crinkles, or the 
sealing surfaces of the body are made flat 
and smooth, or the bags get rain gutters. 

After a morning stop at the Grand Can- 
yon's South Rim, | headed toward the 
Mojave Desert where there would be no 
rain in sight. | had expected the daytime 
desert crossing to be a treat with the wind 
to cool me and the sun to impart a lovely 
turkey-brown sheen to my Midwest winter 
arms. But | discovered that the desert is a 
harsh teacher. The intention was to make 
a 650-mile one-day shot home across the 
desert. | didn't make it. 

At Seligman, Arizona the sky was clear 
at 11:30 a.m. except for one white cloud 
near the horizon. Heat rushed from the 


upper opening of the lowers, toasting my 
thighs. The lowers are complex pieces of 
ABS which fit into the fairing along its 
sides and back, then swoop down to a 
point just outside the engine cases. Not 
only do they deflect wind and rain from 
the rider's legs, but they also shield the 
inside with an inner panel that bends 
around and passes between the engine 
and the rider. The Vetter lowers give the 
machine an integrated look and blunt the 
wind. They also take the sting out of 
engine noise. But the rider pays the price 
in lost engine accessibility. Though either 
side of the lowers can be taken off by 
removing four plastic ‘screws, they still 
interfere with the carburetors, kickstarter 
and routine servicing. 

In the chilly mountains and on cool 
days, the heater-feature of the lowers is 
welcome; at most other times you'll not 
notice the temperature rise around your 
legs—and if it rains, your legs will stay 
drier. In the desert heat, however, the 
lowers added to the oven environment. 

My expectations of the desert evapo- 
rated in the wind. | had expected to feel 
sweaty, but the dry wind carried off every 
particle of moisture as soon as it formed. | 
had expected the wind to cool me. Instead 
it felt like a body-sized blow-dryer. | had 
drunk water till my belly hurt, expecting it 
to carry me, camel-fashion, across the 
Mojave. In an hour the water all passed 
through my skin and | was thirsty again. 


















WANT A BARGAIN? 


COME Buy direct from manufacturer. Call me toll free 
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800-638-8160 and order America’s best value in 
motorcycle luggage! 


Lightweight durable ABS all weather Hi-impact plastic. 


Weather tight rubber molding, hinged locked 
top with keys, includes all necessary mounting 
hardware to fit any motorcycle luggage rack. 


Model #1014 (10"x14"x4'2") Black only $21.50 
Model #1716 (17"x16"x9") Black only $33.50 
Model $2726 (17"x16"x11") Black or White $35.50 











Master Charge and Visa Cards Accepted! 
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Lesco Plastics Corporation 
Rt. 10, Frederick Municipal Airport 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 





In Maryland call 662-4984 CYCLE 





Past Yucca | began to wilt. Heat 
streamed from the lowers and washed 
over me like a flood. My exposed arms 
burned. Headwinds rallied unchecked 
across the flatness. Seemingly from no- 
where heavy gusts attacked, causing the 
big Kawasaki to shudder and to blow 
around in the lane. To breathe the hot, dry 
air became exhausting. In no time the 
worries descended. What if a tire would 
fail in this heat? By 1:30 p.m. the interstate 
had nearly emptied, leaving me to realize 
that only the Kawasaki would make the 
difference between an uncomfortable af- 
ternoon and a dangerous one. 

Then the light-headedness began. 
Nothing obvious. Nothing definite. My 
eyes didn't quite focus. My train of 
thought derailed easily. | blinked and 
found myself running off the edge of the 
pavement. Somewhere deep inside, 
faintly but insistently, an alarm bell 
sounded in my head. Finally, coming into 
(why would anybody want to live there?) 
Needles, | decided to hole up for the 
afternoon and try a night crossing. 

With the streets sizzling under 114- 
degree heat, the town was quiet. | 
checked into an air-conditioned room 
with a TV, and the afternoon went well. 
The Dodgers and Reds clawed it out in 
the Game of the Week as | managed to fall 
fast asleep. 

When | awoke it was dark. The night 
was like a mixture of foundry air and bad 
breath. The thermometer hovered at 99 
degrees. After a supper of iced tea and 
fish-on-a-shingle, | packed up and left: 
250 miles of desert lay before me. Scoot- 
ing west on the dark and crowded desert 
freeway, | joined other night crossers. The 
heat flooded over me still, but the dark- 
ness broke its searing intensity. Along 
each side the rolling contour of the land 
gleamed in the moonlight. Out of bore- 
dom | sang, made a mental list of the 
people | had met in college, recalled 
names and faces, and otherwise oc- 
cupied my mind. 

Seventy miles from Needles the head- 
winds started, and with the wind the tem- 
perature mellowed. The low ranges of 
hills on each side of the highway function 
like a carburetor venturi, speeding the air 
flow by restricting the orifice. The gusts 
struck at will, pummeling with a series of 
hard charges, then backing ott. 

Near Mojave at 4:30 a.m., | had run out 
of oomph. The temperature had sunk long 
ago when the night finally overpowered 
the day's heat. My songs had been sung 
and my college friends were all identified. 
But then it happened. The mirrors re- 
flected two circles of pinkening sky. | 
turned south on Highway 14, watching 
over my left shoulder as the sky changed 
from dull red to gold to fiery yellow. The 
purplish hills took shape all around. Then 
a blaze of light caught the summit of the 
tallest slope, and the sun winked over the 
horizon. The elation carried me west, and 
Kawasaki took me home. © 
NOVEMBER 1978 








HOW COULD ANYONE POSSIBLY 
WANT MORE HORSEPOWER? 


The new super bikes produce more horsepower than most 
riders will ever be able to use. But for those who are ready for 
the challenge, Hooker has sophisticated exhaust systems 
that deliver even more usable horsepower. 


Look at the facts. A Hooker exhaust system can make your 
super bike quicker, faster, and lighter. 
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Y% Mile Results — August 27, 1978 Rider, Dave 48 
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HOOKER HAT & MUG! NOW, ORDER DIRECT! 
You're right. I've looked everywhere and couldn't find the original Hooker Hat or Mug. 
(Both are competition yellow with the world 

B famous "| Love My Hooker Headers" red logo.) 


Hooker Hat (Adjustable Size) at $6.25 each £i. 





ULOVE MY 


iene? 


ü So. quick. please send me: 


Hooker Mug (16 oz.) at $3.95 each TOTAL $. 





Name 
Address SS 
City State. — — . Zip. 
Master Charge Card # BankAmericard Card * 

Expire Date_________ Signature 


Please send check or money order to Hooker, P.O. Box 4090, 1032 W. Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91761. Sorry, no C.O.D. 
Freight included. California residents add 6% sales tax. Offer valid for continental USA only. Void where prohibited. 








HEADERS 

















| 
a 
89 








WIDOWMAKER -.Cohünüed fom page 94," ee Oe eee 


slowly and with control was the secret to 
scaling Widowmaker. He didn’t want to 
cope with the eccentricities of fuel, so he 
planned for plenty of power on pump gas. 

The second—and bigger—Couture bike 
used a 650 Yamaha engine, with a 750cc 
barrel, head work and special valves. The 
front of the bike, cut from a Champion 
half-mile frame, can easily be bought from 
disillusioned would-be flat trackers. And 
the frame is much cheaper than custom 
hillclimb frames. 

Butch designed the back of the bike 
around a big 12-15 sand-drag tire. He 
searched for a lightweight two-ply tire so 
the bike would handle, determined the 
size and shape of the long swing arm and 
enlisted a machinist and wheel shop to 
produce parts he couldn’t make himself. 
Suspension for the rear wheel—heavy by 
motorcycle standards—was provided by 
three S&W shocks mounted side by side 
under the rear fender portion of the sleek, 
one-piece body. A swing-arm-mounted 
jackshaft ended chain-throwing problems 
for Butch. His foresight was prophetic 
because chain throwing or breaking was 
to be the riders’ worst problem in this year. 
And 1978 was the year of the ultra-long 
swing arms, which spit off chains despite 
the use of multiple tensioners. 

While some riders had been working 
almost a full year on their mounts, the 
members of the sponsoring club, the 
Bees, had spent a good half-year on their 
part of the event. Busy workers swarmed 
over the hillside the afternoon before the 
big day in the final stages of preparation. 
They finished at twilight. Then, long lines 
of flags stretched up and up, glittering in 
the moonlight; far below, the lights of the 
city twinkled in the thin mountain air. 

Next day, the Bees were up early to 
attend the last details before morning- 

` break. The day dawned cold with intermit- 
tent clouds; and though the snows of 
several days past had melted to moisten 
the hillside properly, the air was brisk. 
Traditionally, some magic has always 
turned the weather sunny for Widow- 
maker, even though it frequently snows 


the day before Widowmaker Eve. But this 
year—though the day brightened consid- 
erably toward noon—the magic had lost 
some of its potency. 

Beginning at nine on this Saturday 
morning, the riders attacked the hill simul- 
taneously on three parallel runs. Churning 
their way upward, their attempts ranged 
from the successful (long, smooth rides 
with routine get-offs or long, smooth rides 
with spectacular endos) to the unsuc- 
cessful (stalling it off the line or wiping out 
a few feet up the slope). The basically 
non-partisan crowd urged on the excep- 
tional riders with blasts of their car horns. 

In the afternoon, though, the spectators 
left the shelter of their automobiles for the 





Traditionally, some magic 
has always turned the weather 
sunny for Widowmaker, even 
though it frequently snows 
the day before Widowmaker eve. 
But this year the magic had 
lost some of its potency. 


climax of the day’s activities: the Exhibi- 
tion class, the only entrants with a chance 
of making it to the top. So, as the Novice, 
Amateur and Expert class riders finished 
their runs, the center of gravity of the 
swelling crowd adjusted upward to where 
the big guns would fight it out for first 
place in the paling afternoon sunlight. 
One.potential winner was Big Bill Harri- 
son (the 245-pound 1975 World Arm- 
Wrestling Champion) who placed second 
at Widowmaker in 1970 and, in a total of 
five races last season in California, took 
four seconds and a third. Astride his 
$10,000 machine, Big Bill left the line in 
what appeared to be a deliberate attempt 
to demolish the hill. The giant Harley, 
snorting and leaping, bucked its way up, 
showering the crowd with clods of dirt 
and rocks and pieces of sagebrush. As he 
stormed by, it looked as if Harrison might 
reach the top by digging the mountain out 





from under him. But ultimately the alti- 
tude, steep grade and resistant sage took 
their toll. Bill lost it at 753 feet. 

Revived by a beer, he took time out by 
the side of the run to explain that he had 
made a mental error. Somewhere below 
where he faltered, he had hit a bush and 
consequently lost his concentration. 
Asked who might beat his run, he men- 
tioned, among others, the True brothers. 

Jim True was the first—and only—man 
ever to top Widowmaker. In 1976 he went 
over the top of the 1500-foot slope to 
claim the standing $1000 award. This year 
he holds the Number One Plate in hill- 
climb in District 36 in California where, 
instead of competing for distance, the 
hillclimbers run timed events. In his first 
go at Widowmaker, he succeeded in sig- 
nificantly bettering Harrison's distance on 
his 1000cc Harley. And it is his engine. 
Among other things, he made his own 
barrels, gear box, primary drive and 
clutch release. The bike sports a three- 
foot swing arm and weighs 320 pounds. 

A slim, rather intense man, Jim True's 
riding style contrasted sharply with that of 
Harrison's violently physical approach. He 
is a scientist, an analytical racer, who 
rides a highly mental race, one in which 
his thoughts are well ahead of his physical 
location. So precise was his run that it 
seemed, as he crossed the existing high 
mark, that he would go all the way. Well 
above Harrison's mark, however, Jim lost 
his grip and tumbled down at 952 feet— 
eventually good for fourth place. 

After dragging his bike off the course, 
Jim walked to the side of the run and 
spent several minutes alone, thinking. He 
later explained that he had been trying to 
remember exactly what took place at 
every point in the run so that he could do 
better on his second and final run. He had 
desperately wanted to go over the top on 
his first run because he feared that other 
riders would benefit from the gradually 
clearing path and beat him to the top. 

Standing below with his very special 
machine was Butch Couture, watching 
his rivals depart. Finally, it was Butch's 
turn but his first ride went awry. The bike 
pulled at the desired slow speed, but the 
big sand tire bounced lustily over the 
bumps and lost traction while airborne. 
Stalled, he asked for no measurement. 
Butch's second run and that of Paul Bax- 
ter, who was riding Couture's other bike, 
were better—890 and 868 feet—but Wid- 
owmaker had proven a mightier opponent 
than any California hill. 

Another 50 or so riders went at the hill, 
trying to beat Jim True's mark. None 
succeeded until Ron True, Jim's brother, 
motored up to an almost insurmountable 
1100 feet. Having broken his chain and 
possibly his clutch and having replaced 
both after his first run, Ron had only one 
real chance at the hill. His bike, a 750 
Triumph, contrasted sharply with the big 
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"Real tastes s ong. 
More like a high tar.” 


I used to smoke a high tar brand. No more. Real's got "p 
the strong taste I want. Strong enough to satisfy. Beats | AC 
me how they pack all that taste in a low tar. Made a Elert a 
different way, I guess. More of the good, natural 4 
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AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
Chicago Campus 2840 North Halsted Street Chicago. Illinois 60657 312-929-0771 


Florida Campus 13700 N.W. 19th Ave.. Bay 14 Miami, Florida 33054 305-685-6466 
O ! am a veteran. 


Name Telephone 





Address 








92 


City 





The hot and cold of oil coolers 
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performance cycle en- - 
gines can live longer 4 T 
with a Lockhart Cooler. = LTT 
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and coóling properties. 

Frequent maintenance, 

premature wear, even 
engine seizure can re- 
sult. A Lockhart Cooler 
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you should make for that 
expensive motorcycle. 

Cold, icy weather can create 
overcooling problems. Air-cooled 
engines should operate in an ideal 
range of 180-210°F. Below that limit, 
excess water could accumulate in the 
engine. Fuel usage increases (along 
with carbon deposits) due to the long 
warmup time. 

Lockhart solves this cold weather 
problem with a unique Cooler Sys- 
tem. Their dip-brazed aluminum 
radiator is coupled with a temper- 
ature controlled Thermostat (see 
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WIDOWMAKER ........ Continued from page 90 
Harleys of his brother and Bill Harrison. 
Built by fellow Steve Picatti, Ron’s engine 
featured Jerry Branch heads, Amal GP 
carbs, ARD magneto, Carillo rods—and a 
stock crank. The combination was evi- 
dently strong enough to hold together 
under the pressure of 98-per-cent-nitro- 
supported combustion. The frame mea- 
sured 66 inches between axles on cen- 
ter—12 inches longer than the original 
and, specifically for this hill, four inches 
longer than usual. With eight inches of 
suspension travel at the front and rear, the 
bike weighed only 289 pounds, one of the 
lightest four-strokes on the course. By 
contrast, Bill Harrison and his cycle 
weighed more than Ron True plus his 
cycle plus another person. 

There was no consensus among the 
riders that any particular setup is clearly 
superior. They agree that suspension is 
important, particularly on a hill as rough 
as Widowmaker and that the swing-arm- 
mounted jackshaft idea was a good way 
to keep the super-long chains, which are 
required by the super-long swing arms, on 
the sprockets. But in general few were 
willing to predict what changes would 
bring about a hill-topping machine. 

As the shadows grew longer, the air 
colder and the beer flatter, rider after rider 
fell short of Ron True’s mark. The specta- 
tors, feeling that little more was going to 
happen, succumbed bit by bit to gravity 
and traversed, slid and stumbled their way 
down the hill. 

But these less-than-diehard spectators 
had not reckoned on one more contes- 
tant, a young man who did not, at least 
superficially, look capable of causing Ron 
True much trouble. Only 20, slim, boyish 
Vincent Bertoulucci is hardly an amateur. 
Having ridden for 12 years and having 
placed fourth in the Open Exhibition class 
in the 1977 Widowmaker, he’s highly re- 
spected by the other riders. Moreover, he 
competes with a handicap that makes his 
ultimate achievement just that much more 
spectacular. In an event where the rider 
must stand and absorb punishing shocks, 
Bertoulucci rides with an artificial leg. 

Vince came to Widowmaker from Sac- 
ramento with his father Dick Bertoulucci, 
also a competitor. With them came an old 
family friend, John Cordano, who started 
riding in 1924. He had competed on bikes 
such as a 1918 Harley and 1930 Excelsior 
“Super X.” Though John rode his last 
hillclimb in 1940, he came to Widowmaker 
to help wrench for the Bertouluccis. 

One of the Bertouluccis’ bikes was a 
blue 750cc nitro-burning Triumph weigh- 
ing 280 pounds wet. The second Triumph, 
the one which Vince rode, ran a stroker 
crank, bringing its displacement up to 
1000cc. Fueled with straight alcohol, the 
1000cc machine actually weighed 10 
pounds less than the smaller 750cc bike. 

What really distinguished these bikes 
from those of their competitors was the 
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Calendar, 


Available for the first time, CYCLE’s 1979 Calendar will be a most 
useful and decorative addition to your home or office. Printed in a large, 
attractive I2" x 18” format when open, it's spiral bound to hang flat for 
easy leafing. Each monthly calendar is easy to read, provides adequate 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY daily space for noting all of your important dates...and features the 
entire 1979 year at a glance for convenient and easy reference. Plus— 
you get a baker's dozen— 13 months in all—December, 1978 through 
December, 1979. 


It's a great conversation piece too! The calendar features 13 exciting ' 
CYCLE photographs—in full, splendid color—quality lithographed to 
bring out all of their brilliant fidelity. Don’t miss this chance to have 
CYCLES first calendar ever ... and keep up-to-date all year long. You'll . 
want one for yourself...it's a great gift for friends too! CYCLE's 1979 
Calendar—only $4.95. 





















































| yer im gr goes perse olera er 
CYCLE Calendar, Dept. 70085 
| P.O. Box 278, Pratt Station 
I Brooklyn, NY 11205 

Enclosed is $1 A for _ CYCLE Calendar(s) @ $4.95* 
|. each.OUTSIDE U.S.A.: Calendars shipped by air only. Add 

postage /handling as follows for each CYCLE calendar: Canada-$2; 
I Europe & South America-$3; Australia & Far East-$5. 


| Print name 


l Address 


Citya ina er a State ZADO ANRA bi ot 
*Residents of CA, CO, DC, FL, IL, Ml, MO, NY STATE & VT add applicable 


sales tax. 
BENED Se) ee) ed Ee ee ee ee 





BUY YOUR ~ 
BIKE A 
CHRISTMAS , 
PRESENT. 


Protect your bike and 


accessories from theft, 
vandalism and bad weather with 
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MONTROSE, MICHIGAN 48457 
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to any back rack or sissy bar. Nylon straps 
secure jackets, blankets, sleeping bags, etc. 
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WIDOWMAKER........ Continued from page 92 
rear wheel. Constructed by Dick Bertou- 
lucci, the treadless tire was wrapped with 
chain to which mild steel cleats had been 
welded, paddle-wheel fashion. The origi- 
nal cleats had provided too much traction 
during practice on the day before, so Dick 
had cut them down somewhat. 

There was only one hitch. There was 
only one special wheel and one extra- 
long swing arm for the two bikes. A ma- 
chinist, Dick had been moving his shop in 
Sacramento before the climb. Too busy to 
set up both bikes for Widowmaker, he'd 
called one of the Bee officials to ask if he 
and his son could both ride the same bike, 
as they did at Hollister, their home hill. In a 
moment of distraction, the official had 
answered yes when he meant no. 

Having brought the smaller bike with its 
shorter California swing arm only for 
spares, the Bertouluccis discovered the 
night before the competition that they 
couldn't both ride the trick bike. They 
worried over the problem with the Bees' 
referee. "| don't want to cause trouble,” 
said Dick, but we're competitors." 

They arrived at a solution: Dick would 
ride a little earlier than his assigned posi- 
tion and Vince a littler later. That way they 
would have time. . . barely. . . to change 
the entire assembly, from the swing arm 
back, from one bike to the other. Could 
Vince get down off the hill. fast enough 
with his wooden leg? He assured his 
father that he would. 

Vince made it up to 900 feet on his first 
run before hitting a ledge he couldn't get 
over. He was, however, satisfied with the 
engine which "pulled like crazy." After 
furious wrenching, Dick made a respect- 
able run of 800 feet and bulldogged the 
bike down to change the swing arm again. 

At 6:30 in the late afternoon Vince got 
his second and final shot. Rather than 
exploding off the line to gather as much 
momentum as possible, he moved delib- 
erately away and began his long climb. 
Where other wheels had scrabbled in vain 
for traction, his welded-steel cleats bit 
deep into the soil during the 360-degree 
pauses between the big Triumph's power 
pulses. The evenness of Vince's progress 
through the lower obstacles deceived 
many of the onlookers, who had come to 
expect a wide-eyed rush, followed by 
furious, convulsive leaps. When, belated- 
ly, they realized that Vince was nearly as 
high as Ron True had gone, the specta- 
tors suddenly erupted into life and let go 
with anything that would honk. For a few 
suspended moments, it seemed as if 
Vince would clear the summit. But then an 
explosion of dust at the 1137 foot mark 
signaled to the crowd below that once 
again the hill fortress stood unconquered. 

Bertoulucci, however, won the day. 
And to carry the day against 400 competi- 
tors on that hill qualifies as a real victory. 
For Vince Bertoulucci perhaps the final 
triumph is only one year and a few more 
feet away. e 
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Chevy LUV. The long and the short of it. T those who want 


a little pickup, but need a little more pickup, welcome to LUV, Chevy's little import. What 
you can't carry in our tough, compact half tonner with a 6' box and Soft-Ride suspension, 
you perhaps can carry in our long-box Chevy LUV with a 71’ box and a payload of 
1635 Ibs., including occupants. It's the longest box of any mini pickup. Also, you can 
dress up either of these LUV trucks with the available zx 

Mighty Mike trim (shown), high-back bucket seats, or 
the Mikado interior to make them as smart and 
comfortable as they are tough and convenient. 
So if you're ready for a little LUV, your Chevy 
dealer is ready for you. 





CHEVY LUV 


Chevy LUV with 6’ box. 













BUILT TO STAY TOUGH. 


CIRCLE NO. 32 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 














MIDNIGHT FLOG...... Continued on page 39 
rough average about 200 per cent more 
than the stock head. Even that doesn’t 
fully suggest how good the Axtell cylinder 
head is. The trick is to get tremendous 
flow at relatively small valve openings; 
furthermore, if you can maximize the air 
flow at some reasonable maximum lift 
figure, there’s no need to bang the valves 
open with radical high-lift cams—which 
can reduce reliability and make valves 
difficult to control. DesRoches points to a 
concrete example. Compared to Pierre’s 
Denco cylinder head, the Axtell head 
flows 300 per cent more at .020-inch 
intake lift than the Denco; and whereas 
the Denco head flows its maximum at 
.500-inch intake lift, Axtell’s head flows 
slightly more air at its maximum at .400- 
inch intake lift. 

Lift and flow figures alone aren't the 
whole story: you still need a camshaft that 
matches up nicely with your cylinder 
head. For most of the season, DesRoches 
used the Yoshimura Bonneville cams 
(30-70/70-30; maximum intake lift .400- 
inch), the standard go-fast cams for Ka- 
wasakis. If you think that the camshaft 
was just popped in, and everyone lived in 
high horsepower ever after, you're dead 
wrong. DesRoches' Daytona '78 engine 
suffered the da-dits-da-dits, carbureting 
poorly on the. race track and having no 
bottom to middle response. It was full 
throttle or nothing. DesRoches was 
stumped. 

Axtell, however, suggested a reason. In 
his experience, it was conceivable that 
the intake valve was closing too late. The 
head was flowing so well that the fresh 
charge was going into the combustion 
chamber, but before the intake valve 
could close, part of the charge was com- 
ing back out and upsetting the carbure- 
tion. When DesRoches advanced the 
intake cam, thus closing the intake valve 
sooner, the carburetion problem flat 
disappeared. 

Subsequently, DesRoches began ex- 
perimenting with cam timing and reposi- 
tioning the camshaft lobe centers. Calcu- 
lated from the cam timing specifications, 
lobe center figures are a way of defining 
the relationship between the intake and 
exhaust cams, and locating the points, in 
terms of crank position, at which the cams 
reach their maximum lift. With the twin- 
cam Kawasaki engine, DesRoches can 
move—within limits—the positions of the 
piston, intake cam and exhaust cam inde- 
pendently of one another. In so doing, he 
can alter the amount of overlap, when it 
occurs relative to TDC, and how close the 
intake and exhaust valves come to tan- 
gling. DesRoches proceeds very carefully 
here: 15 or 20 horsepower, he believes, 
can come and go within seemingly small 
ranges. There's a tremendous difference 
when the intake lobe center is moved 
from 110 degrees (from TDC) to 106 de- 
grees. It would be a mistake for anyone to 
rush pell-mell into his own cam-timing 
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experiments. DesRoches' knowledge ap- 
plies to a specific cylinder head with spe- 
cific cams, carburetors and pipe. = 

Despite appearances to the contrary, 
the carburetors actually started out as 
standard 26mm Mikuni KZ1000 units. In 
the standard carb, the bellmouth is off- 
center to the bore. Consequently, open- 
ing the carbs to 31mm and centering 
bellmouths and bores required a total 
reconstruction of the instruments. In 
order to use Keihin CR velocity stacks and 
improve air flow, the entryways of the 
stock carbs had to be rearranged, and 
this included the relocation of the airjets 
to the sides of the carbs. This tedious, 
monumental task paid dividends on the 
flow bench. If wide-open standard carbs 
flow 100 units, the DesRoches creations 
flow 185. By comparison, stock Mikunis 
bored to 31mm flow 155, and 29mm 
smoothbore Mikunis reach 145 units. 

Yet flow isn’t everything. Accurate fuel/ 
air metering is likewise incredibly impor- 
tant, and in this area DesRoches con- 
fesses his carburetors aren’t quite right 
though they're getting closer. And Des- 
Roches has discovered how sensitive the 
engine is to jetting; in order to make real 
power, the plugs must show signs that 
most paddock mavens would read as 
terrifying, terminal leanness. 

But Pierre has become accustomed to 
frightening signals and singular quirks. 
"Developing a Superbike engine is much 
like climbing a mountain; the farther up 
you get, the steeper the inclines, the more 
difficult the progress, and the more nec- 
essary it becomes that all the equipment 
and variables are in synch. A 100-horse- 
power Kawasaki may tolerate some pretty 
big changes without losing power, but a 
130-horsepower Kawasaki has no such 
tolerance. One-inch in the exhaust sys- 
tem can mean the difference between 
carbureting and not carbureting at all." 

The existing exhaust system is derived 
from the current Bassani Superbike pipe. 
Obviously, DesRoches has added head- 
spigots so that his spring-retained head- 
ers can be removed quickly. Shapes and 
dimensions from the collector back are 
very sensitive, and horsepower can come 
and go within fractions of an inch. Des- 
Roches is still experimenting. 

Still experimenting. You hear that 
phrase a lot in the late-night hours. Pierre 
DesRoches has to keep on keepin' on. 
Given the dizzy progress in Superbikes, 
he can't afford to get behind on handling 
or horsepower, and yet he doesn't have 
time to try everything that might shave off 
another second per lap in the next race. 
Still he tries to make the time. 

The wall clock, rolling over TDC, ex- 
tinguishes one day and releases the next. 
Nobody notices. The flog goes on. Des- 
Roches knows that the long hours in the 
shop can produce better times on the 
track. And quicker laps, after all, is what 
it's all about. © 





We Solve 
Frame, Fork 
and Wheel 
Problems. 


Spoke Manufacture. 


America’s largest source of spokes. 
Tell us what hub and rim you have. 
We will furnish the spoke you need. 


Expert frame straightening. 
Complete wheel lacing service. 
Send 50¢ today for catalog. 


BUCHANAN'S 





FRAME SHOP - 629 E Garvey Ave + Monterey Park, Calit. 91754 - (213) 280-4003 
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PRODUCTS, INC. 

Shevlin Park Road 
P.O. Box 1206 CG11 
Bend, Oregon 97701 
503/382-6395 


High Performance 
IJOWROLL “O HONDA « YAMAHA © ROL ii Mic) 


LEARN IT ALL... THE PROFESSIONAL WAY! 












Learn it all — the Professional way, 

with NTI Industry Training Systems. 
NTI is a professional vocational in- 
stitution dedicated to building super 
talent in motorcycle mechanics. 

and related fields. 


Approved for Veterans 


Call: (301) 277-2286 


An Accredited Institution 


NATIONAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
4810 Calvert Road; College Park, Maryland 
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REGULAR CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL RATE: 
For firms or individuals offering commercial products 
or services. $2.30 per word. Minimum order $34.50. 
EXPAND-AD* CLASSIFIED RATE: $3.45 per word. 
Minimum order $51.75. ILLUSTRATED CLAS- 
SIFIED RATE: $80.00 per column inch. Must be 
used in conjunction with either Regular or Expand- 
Ad" classified. Frequency discount: 596 for 6 months; 
10% for 12 months paid in advance. PERSONAL 
RATE: For individuals with a personal item to buy or 

D] en sell $1.25 per word. DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: 1” x 1 

col., $125.00; 2” x 1 col., $250.00; 3" x 1 col., 

$375.00. Col. width 2-1/4”. Advertiser to supply film 

- - positives. For frequency rates, please inquire. 

COLOR: Color avail. for all classified ad styles at earned rate plus additional 25%. Color choice Publisher's option & subject to availability. Publisher reserves right to 
run ad in black if color not avail. on classified pages. In such cases color charge will be refunded or credited. GENERAL INFORMATION: All copy must be typewritten 
or clearly printed. Payment must accompany copy except when ads are to be billed on credit cards — American Express, Diners Club, Master Charge, VISA — or ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. First word in all classified ads set in caps. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All advertisers using Post Office 
Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Ads are not ackowledged. They will appear in 
first issue to go to press if received after closing date. Closing Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for example, March issue closes January 3rd). Send 
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order and remittance to Classified Advertising, CYCLE, One Park Ave., New York 10016. For inquiries, contact Karen Ross at (212) 725-3926. 





FOR SALE 





DEALERSHIP 


UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY! Established, top-notch BMW- 
British dealer, Central Virginia, wants working partner, or to 
sell business. Serious inquiries to The Cycleworks, Keswick, 
VA 22947. 








MOTO GUZZI 





EUROPE 









ONA 


Overseas deliv- 
ery arranged 







tour in Italy, 

with a new 
For details: ¥ Moto Guzzi 

Ron Levy, Ltd., Overseas Delivery Agent 

238 Mulberry St., NYC 10012 (212) 288-5282 








DUCATI 


SPECTACULAR Ducati Desmo. See September, 1978 
CYCLE Magazine under California Specials. Details too 
numerous to list. Serious inquiries only. Expensive. 213-393- 
2558. 


1977 DUCATI DESMO, 900 SS 46KM 2 seats excellent condi- 
tion, 1970 Dunstall Dominator Norton Featherbed frame many 
spares. Excellent mechanical condition must sell best offers. 
Jerry Holthe, 1133 5th Ave. S.E., Rochester, Minnesota 
55901 (507) 285-1243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SAVE! BUY IT WHOLESALE! Free catalog jammed with 
Motorcyle, Snowmobile, Small engine parts, accessories. 
Manufacturer's Supply, Box C157, Dorchester, WI 54425. 


CLASSIC Triumphs. 1950, 1956 Thunderbirds. Also Ariel, 
Goldstar, Matchless, Norton, Velocette singles. Written 
Guarantee. Classics Unlimited, 2121 Arlington, Caldwell, 
Idaho 83605. 208-459-8786. 


FROGGEYE PEARLS — Our own fantastic formulas. 
Lockwood, 3401 Troost Ave., KC, MO 64109. (816) 753-8055, 
closed 2 pm. 


CABLE LUBING SECRET—Lube cable once and never 
again! Special secret procedure $1.00. P.O. Box 867, Paines- 
ville, OH 44077. 























ACCESSORIES 













(WINDJAMMER 55:260.:::. 


TOTAL PRICE WE PAY SHIPPING 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER: STATE YR., MAKE. MODEL 
OPTIONS & COLOR (BLK.WHT.SIL) CALIF. RES. ADD 6% 


HORNS + $19.95 VENTS + $8.95 QUARTZ LIGHT + $19.95 

STRIPING + $9.95 LIGHTER + $3.95 TALL SHIELD + $3.95 
LOWERS — PLAIN $64.95 — WITH STRIPING $69.95 
PARTS UNLIMITED 13273 Glenoaks BI 

SYLMAR CALIFORNIA 91342 (213) 367-1246 























TOTAL PRICES! 
WE PAY SHIPPING 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX SEND 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER — NO COD'S 
STATE: STYLE, SIZE (6%-7%) AND COLOR CHOICE 
RT MAG II STAR 120 MOTO STAR II 
$45.95 $65.95 $73.95 $73.95 $81.95 


PARTS UNLIMITED -Dept. C, 13273 GLENOAKS BL. 
SYLMAR, CALIFORNIA 91342 (213) 367-1246 











DISCS REDUCE 

LANING AND 

L WEIGHT 

CUSTOM DRILLED DISCS 
ADD A DISTINCTIVE 
PERSONALIZED TOU 


DRILLED 





















WRITE FOR IN ATION 









NELMAN FABRICATORS 
P. BOX 1085 | 
. SPRINGFIELD, \ 2151| 





MODEL 207 











108 HOLES IN YOUR DISC. Return prepaid airmail for 
$29.95 M.O. Bill Bowman, Inc., 2546 Manhattan Ave., Mon- 
trose, CA 91020. 


ACCESSORY MART. 1978 Catalog Weighs over two pounds. 
360 8-1/2" x 11" pages of parts, accessories, tools for British, 
European, Japanese and vintage bikes. $3.00, refundable, 
P.O. Box 26116, Cincinnati, Ohio 45226. 











CHAIN-SPROCKET 
? 


WEAR? 
Tired of messy sprays? Ride worry 
free! Automatic adjustable Drip, 
* Oiler. Minimizes wear, adjustments | 
and splatter. Easy to install. Write| 
for info. or send $24.75 to: 
CHAIN LUBE PRODUCTS 

Box 11589, Raytown, MO 64138 











APPAREL 








SEND 35¢ FOR CATALOG 
P.O. Box 5023 * Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 





SAVE 15 TO 30% WITH 


Gojggleman 


SCOTT * UVEX * CARRERA 
CLIMAX « SUPER SEER * STADIUM 
Send 356 for latest GOGGLOG 

ELLIE TAYLOR'S GOGGLES 
PO BOX 5023-C 
SANTA BARBARA. CALIF 


93108 





GENUINE LEATHER chain wallets. $15.95. MC, Visa ac- 
cepted. AMS Industries, P.O. Box 912, Southfield, Mich. 
48037. 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





NEW LUXURY CAR Without cost. Free Details! Codex-ZZ, 
Box 6073, Toledo, OH 43614. 


MILLIONS IN MAIL! Free Secrets! Transworld-17, Box 6266, 
Toledo, Ohio 43614 











SATIN BRASS ANTIQUE BUCKLE. Stunning! Three dimen- 
sional. Measures 334" x 24". Fits 134" belt straps. $2.95 plus 
65€ postage. Iron-clad money-back guarantee. A BARGAIN. 
EXCLUSIVE GIFTS, Dept. M; 10 West Saltaire Road, Lin- 
denhurst, NY 11757. 


The original Scooter Pilot T-shirt. 


Specify size (S-M-L-X). 





White print on black cotton. 


$4.95 


Vohemia Enterprises 
367 Sth Street. Brooklyn NY 11215 








FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear. World's 
lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 cents. Herm's 
Leathertogs, Dept. C, 701 Northampton St., Easton, Pa. 
18042 


SUNGLASSES => as low as 5.65 ea. 





Stop plucking bugs from your eyes! | Sx — 

< a 
them from flying off your foce! Brow — \ re 
lens in choice of Grey, Green, Brown, Mirror, or Yellow. Fost delivery 
75 per poir for Air Mail. Foreign orders odd 1.25 per poir. Order from: 


These glasses give full eye cover- 

bor keeps perspiration off the lens. | ‘be "d 
and money-back guarantee if not satisfied. Prices: 6.95 for 1 poir, or 
HIDALGO SUPPLY CO., DEPT.8 


age plus coble eorpieces to keep 

Triple-braced wire frome. Free carrying case, Impact-resistant GLASS 
11.95 for 2 poir, or 16.95 for 3 poir. Add .45 per pair for porcel post, or 
P.O. Box 35339 Houston, Texas 77035 


$1200.00 MONTHLY Correcting Pupils’ Lessons!!! Start Im- 
mediately. Free Report. Send self-addressed stamped en- 
velope. Home, Box 9201-SJXH, San Diego, CA 92109. 


$3,000.00 MONTHLY. Start immediately. Stuff envelopes at 
home. Information, send self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Village, Box 508-ZDH, West Covina, CA 91706. 





CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 


rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 











WE'VE GOT 'EM ALL... 


CAMS + SPRINGS + PISTONS 
RETAINERS * PUSHRODS 
ACCESSORIES 











...AND MORE IN THE 
NORRIS CYCLE PRODUCTS ` . 








MOTORSPORT FOR MOTORCYCLE BOOKS. Famous Rac- 
ing Motorcycles $4.45. Built for Speed $4.45. The First Vel- 
Ocette Scene $4.45. Clean To The Finish $8.00. Roadtests 
Republished 1955-1960 $8.00. The Gold Star Book $12.45 
and more. MOTORSPORT, 6115 Gravois, St. Louis, Missouri 
63116. 314-481-7983. 


PERFECT GIFT FOR EVERY DIRT RIDER — "Champion- 
ship Enduro," 15 chapters, 200 photos, rules, more. A must 
for novice or veteran. $5.50 (Calif. add 696). Paragon, 3106-F 
Sweetbrier, Lafayette, CA 94549. 
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EMBLEMS/PATCHES 





EMBLEMS EMBROIDERED. Rush your design, free quota- 
tion. Order five or 500. Stadryc - SIXTH - Whitestone, New 
York 11357. 





EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 


TRUMPS . LZZ 
Parts. Mail Order Service Worldwide 


Beaityville, NY. 1701 CYCLE CITY Inc. 
HONDA PARTS ^*Eo^var wortowioe = 










Call (516) 842-5771 




























State Model No., year, frame & engine nos. aL TOLL FREE 
NEW 80pg caTALoG — $1 (xeon 476066 
($1.50 by Air Mail anywhere in the world.) & Alaska) oii 

(516-248-5775 






HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 
Call (617) 384-7555 






























CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-7508 


GENUINE HONDA PARTS 
24 HR. MAIL UPS SERVICE 


OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 
State Year. Model, Eng. & Frame Nos. 
Our New Parts & Access. Cat. Avail. Send 
R, $1.00 for Postage & Handling. $1.50 for Air. 
9920 Farragut Rd., Bklyn. 11236 
| a N. Y. State CALL: 212-257-0230 


Division of Carl's Motorcvcle Sales, Inc. 


cC 
A 








HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN 
CENTER, TEXAS. Honda parts 10% off Honda retail prices. 
When ordering parts please give us Model, Year, Frame 
Number and Engine Number. Honda engine high perform- 
ance specialist. HAYDEN HONDA, P.O. Box 829, Center, 
Texas 75935. Phone (713) 598-2330 and 598-2322. 


Horton PARTS 


MD e tee M ILLIS 
fey («18 - 


Route 109 
Millis; MA.02054 
Closed Sun. & Mon: 


(617) 376-2679 


FORKING BY FRANK 
Fine fork tubes, any length for any 
bike, including stock & under. Engi- 
neered to duplicate the oil circulation 
in stock suspension systems. Pre- 
cision machined to fit & work like 
stock. Freight paid reliable delivery. 


Also tweek bars, springs, boots, kick- 
stands, conversion kits, extended 
speedos, & SAE approved brake 
hoses. 


FRANK’S MAINTENANCE 
& ENGINEERING, INC. 
945 Pitner Evanston, Ill. 60202 
312) 869-6792 


BMW oo  - TRIUMPH 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES MAIL ORDER COD 
Specializing in Machine & Speed Work. Full Crank 
Rebuilds + Boring - Porting - Complete Engine O/H 


H-1/H-2 Crankshaft Cylinders 


Reconditioned on Exchange 
Send for Free Catalog. Include $1.00 for Handling 


= arlington e 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, MA 02174 - (617) 648-1300 


TRIUMPH 
PARTS: from ‘47 on... 


-G.P. Cycle Works. . 








KAWASAKI - 













4721 Telegraph 
Ave. . .Oakland, CA 94609 

-(415 658-9844 

-State: Make, Model, Year, I.D. No. 











GUARANTEED 
USED PARTS 


Save 50% or More 
Japanese, British & European parts. Try 


us for obsolete & hard-to-find items. Give: 
Make; Model, Year, and |.D: f. 

BARONG MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE 
3031 ADELINE STREET * OAKLAND, CA; ¢ 94608 












= p GUARANTEED 
CEAR vant? 


ES USED PARTS 
qf lb Honda Kawasaki Yamaha 
Suzuki Triumph 





All parts guaranteed in Good Condition 
Y? LIST PRICE 1-DAY SERVICE M/C, B of A 
Write or call. Give make, model, yr., frame # 
ALL MOTORCYCLE PARTS 
20059 ROSCOE BLVD., WINNETKA, CA. 91306 (213) 998-1168 
















Morton) Tumes 
x. 


U, 
SED & RECONDITIONED PAR 


CYCLE SALVAGE, ÎNC.. 
172 Frontage Road, West Haven, CT 06516 (203) 933-1609 
















HONDA YAMAHA 


USED & RECONDITIONED 
PARTS 


CYCLE SALVAGE, INC. 
172 Frontage Road, West Haven, CT 06516 (203) 933-1609 


Kawasaki SUZUKI 











Ss EASTERN CYCLE SALVAGE, INC. 
= Two floors of good USED PARTS 
y V for most makes and models. Save 


«| up to 50%. One day service. 
e WRITE: 


DEPT. C, 87 PARK STREET 
BEVERLY, MASS. 01915 (617) 922-3707 


du 





OYAL PHONE: 
(714) 629-6674 
NFIELD is 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 
Largest Stock in U.S.A.—Tell us your needs today! 
i 702 W- Holt, Pomona, CA 91768 
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FREE PARTS CATALOG! Name Brands — Low Prices. 
Write: Road Work, 5550 W. Dakin, Chicago, IL 60641. 





CN TOLL-FREE p 
DA AND KAWA 
vw 
PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES 
WEST 


COAST 
SAVINGS 


OR 
SAk; 


America's 
Largest 
Phone-Order 


Bank Americard | 
Parts Service 


& Master Charge 
ORDERS FILLED IN 24 HRS. 


ER 958 N. Maci 
Allyn’s Honda/Kawasaki 258 N. Mamay c. 





COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS, INC. > 
HATBORO, PA. 19040 
















Benelli Barrufaldi 
Linea Riverside Dellorto 
Parilia Regina Chain 
PARTS-ACCESSORIES MV. Agusta ND Plugs 
Rebuilt Engine Franco Morini AGV Helmets 
Exchange Marzocchi Borrani Rims 






Pirelli 
Sidi-Boots 


SACHS PARTS bymail order 


Repair, Restore your DIRTBIKE 


Largest, most complete stock of Sachs Engine parts for: Pen- 
lon, Sachs, DKW. Monark, MCB, Am. Eagle, Dalesman, Tyran, 
Saracen, with 100/125cc 5- or 6-speed Sachs engines. Send $3 
for parts book and $4 for factory repair manual. Fast service! 
SPEEDCENTER.U.S.A. Bin 101 (714) 979-4122 
3001 Red Hill Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 * 






(215) 672-9100 














Fudan: ROYAL ENFIELD 


PARTS BY MAIL ORDER 
Repair, restore, or customize your Enfield! 


USA's largest, most complete stock of over 2,500 different 

parts (all new) for all 52-70 models! Lucas, Girling, Amal, 
* Renold, Smith parts also available. Send $5 for parts books and 
S6 for repair manuals. Specify year, model, engine and frame 
numbers on all orders for parts, manuals. Fast service! 
SPEEDCENTER.U.S.A. Bin 101 (714) 979-4122 * 
3001 Red Hill Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


"QUALITY PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS” 
m Otorsport.. 
608 


RT. 1, BOX 171, GRAND MARSH, WI. 53936 /584-5588 















RESERVE me 
VALVES 


FOR: 
Sportster, 


RACE 
VALVES 


High 
Volume 
In 
Small 


Compact 
Design 


ve, Patent 


Send $1.00 for i Pending 
Catalog Including t 


Kawasaki, 
Triumph 





Custom 
Gas Tanks 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


Other Race & 
Street Products 






















HARD TO GET 


e, 
orlon YAMAHA 
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
Largest stock in U.S. 
24 Hour Mail Order Service 
Dealers Welcome 


Nationwide 
except Missouri 


DONELSON — "IE 
CYCLES, (814) 427-1204 


3328 Woodson Road 
St. Louis, MO 63114 


INC. 
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SAVE ON NEW parts. Approximately half of list on used parts. 
Most makes and models available. Cycle Salvage Center, 
Sales, R.R. 3, Beatrice, NB 68310. 





e. e 

:Road Touring Catalog 
: Hundreds of road touring accessories to keep 

e you riding in comfort and style from the 

: touring specialist at Lynnwood Honda. 

e Order your catalog today and get in on our special 
ə touring buys. 

$  WindjammerSS............. From $289.95 
e Vetter Vindicator............. From $249.95 
e il Filters, (4 cyl. Honda) 10 or more . Each.79 
: Please enclose $1 to cover postage & handling. 

e Lynnwood Honda 

e P.O. Box 1214 20307 Hwy. 99 Lynnwood, WA 98036 
o 
LJ 
e 
e 
. 
e 
. 
. 
e. 


Name 


Street - 


City/State Í Zip 
€09€0600000000000000000000000009 





NORTON 


BRITISH MOTORCYCLE PARTS 
eas 


LARGEST STOCK 
IN THE USA 


CALL FREE 800-854-0493 (EXCEPT CA) 
British Spares Ltd. 


P.O. BOX 6192 ANAHEIM, CA 92806 714-635-5802 





INSTRUCTION 


MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC TRAINING in the Valley of the 
Sun. Basic and advanced courses. Student loans. Approved 
for veterans. Motorcycle Mechanics Institute, 2644 East Bell 
Road, Phoenix, AZ 85032. (602) 971-9727. 





CAREER opportunity; private airplane and commercial 
helicopter pilot license course. 150 hrs., $5,990.00. Fly seven 
days per week. Three hrs. or more per day. Brantly-Hynes 
Factory School, Box 1046, Frederick, Oklahoma 73542. 





GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. How, Where 
to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) . . . low as 2 cents on 
dollar! Most complete information available ... $2.00. 
SURPLUS DISPOSAL, Box 19107-WY, Washington, D.C. 
20036 


JEEPS—$59.30—CARS—$33.50!—450,000 ITEMS! — 
GOVERNMENT SURPLUS—Most comprehensive directory 
available tells how, where to buy—your area—$2.00—Mon- 
eyback guarantee—Government Information Services, De- 
partment EC-2, Box 99249, San Francisco, California 94109 
(433 California). 








PERSONALS 





MAKE FRIENDS WORLDWIDE through international corre- 
spondence. Illustrated brochure free. Hermes-Verlag, Box 
110660/Z, D-1000 Berlin 11, Germany. 





WANTED 





WANTED BMW R-27. Must be substantially complete, never 
wrecked. State condition, year, mileage, price. Lee Fikes, 
3200 Republic Bank Tower, Dallas, Texas 75201. 





MISCELLANEOUS 





IDENTIFICATION CARD, catalog, send stamped addressed 
envelope. NIPCOF, 303 E. Main, Barstow, CA 92311. 


POEMS, SONGS WANTED. Songs recorded — published. 
Radio released. Broadway Music Productions, Box 7438-CM, 
Sarasota, FL 33578. 








CONDOMS GALOR 


Sample the most sensitive condoms — by mail. Only 
the best features offered — textured. preshaped 
ribbed. colors New SENSATIONS with "Pleasure 
Peaks." Trojans. Rough Rider. Stimula plus 50 more 
brands. Money back guarantee Sampler of 22 con 
doms, only S5. FREE with every order: full color cata- 
logof sex aids. books. condoms. clothes & more Cata 
log alone. 25C 

Order today: ROMEO, "Dept. CY1 

P.O. Box 200, Carrboro, NC 27510 










CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ORDER FORM 





Please refer to heading on first page of this section 

















3 ] for complete data concerning terms, frequency dis- 
counts, closing dates, etc. WORD COUNT: 15 

6 7x WORD MINIMUM. Include name and address. 
Name of city (Des Moines) or of state (New York) 

9 counts as one word each. Zip Code not counted. 
Count each abbreviation, initial, single figure or 

12 x group of figures or letters as a word. Symbols such 
as 35mm, COD, PO, AC, etc., count as one word. 





15 Hyphenated words count as two words. Telephone 
numbers count as one word. 








18 Words 


$2.30 Commercial Rate 





p $3.45 Expand-Ad Rate 


$1.25 Personal Rate 





O Insertions 








30 — CliEndosedis$. — —— — —— — — 





— md C CHARGE: You will be billed monthly. 





C] American Express C Master Charge 





Account # — = 
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Visa O Diners Club 


92m OS 








Expiration Date — 





SIGNATURE = 


Master Charge Interbank # (4 digits above name) 








PRINT NAME = 





ADDRESS 
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Advertiser’s Index 

Service 
No. 

24 Accessory House ........ 

American Honda.... 

29 American Honda.... 

American Marine Inst. CENE S 

American M76 Inst. erre 94,72 

American M/C Mechanical School .. 











American M/C Schools Inc. .................. 106 
BMW . - 104,105,107 
Buchanan's Frame Shop .. er .97 
Clinton Cycle ............ aes 72 
Competition Chemical 106 
Cool Cat Coolers 94 
Crawford House .... .16 
33 Dicks Cycle West. 61 
Dover Corp..... yada demesne oe 
General Motors/Chevy (din ewe SCL 
General Motors/Oldsmobile ... 18 
Good Times Kawasaki inisee 73 





26 Harley-Davidson ; 1 

25 Harley-Davidson .................. 
HEQ 
Honda of Mineola. 
Hooker Headers .. 

28 K&N Eng. 

Kerker ..... E 

30 Knox Industries . 

31 Kryptonite dus 
Langlitz Leathers 
Lee Co. . ; 

23 LESCO eee 

34 Lockhart .. 
Marlboro ...... 

Mike Burke . 
Moto Guzzi/Premier Motors 
North American School 

of M/C Repair epu os OA tnde: (OT! 















National Tech Inst. .97 
Phantom Rider . 87 
Plasma Performance . . 103 
Population Planning .. asc 100 
Powroll Performance Wess AERIAL T 
Racecrafters 
Racer's Supply oa sen 
Radiator Specialties ........ an sami 
36 R.C. Engineering ................. — ANS 
R.J. Reynolds/Camels ..................... C-8 
R.J. Reynolds/Real ........... OU 
R.J. Reynolds/Salem Full ............... .75 
R.J. Reynolds/Salem Lights .............. 4 


R.J. fa (Winstons REN 
S&S Headers "m foem 

48 S&W Engineering .................. 
Seagrams/Lord Calvert .......... 
Seneca Motor ............... 
Sharper Image .... 
Sherborne Corp 
Shoie...... : 
Stick-Em Up ......... * 
Suzuki Fun Center 

70 Tex-All ... 

22 Triumph ...... 
U.S. Cycle Tire . 

27 U.S. Suzuki 

44 Vetter... 
Yoshimura .. 






Population Planning. the nation's largest retailer of birth 
control products. offers you the largest selection of men's 
contraceptives available anywhere, including all TROJAN 
products new TEXTURE PLUS 9 featuring hundreds of 
"pleasure dots™” for maximum stimulation (available 
only from PPA). BOLD 45™ — the only color condom 
with texturing. and 28 other nationally advertised brands 

Our famous condom sampler packages ($5 and $8) let you 
try top quality brands and choose for yourself Or for fan- 
sampler 


lastic savings why not try the new "Super 100 
of 100 leading condoms. 20 brands (a $30 value for just 


jn guaranteed or money refunded. 


Population Planning, Dept. cv&M, , Apple Court, 
P.O. Box 400, Carrboro, N.C. 27510 
Gentlemen please send in plain package 
Sampler of 12 assorted condoms 
plus free catalog $5 
) Deluxe Sampler of 25 assorted condoms 
brands) plus free catalog. $8 
C] Super 100 Sampler of 100 assorted condoms (different 
brands) plus free catalog $20 
Name 
Address 
City 


(different. brands) 


(different 


OVER 500,000 ‘SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 





CYCLE 


information Service 








How To Find What You Saw And Liked 


Cycle Reader 
Brochure Service 


Here’s a listing of the latest in literature on 
commercially available motorcycle products. 
To receive any of the following materials, 
simply circle the number next to the item on 
coupon at right. Your request will be for- 
warded to the appropriate company. 

(101) Can-Am: Five full-color brochures of 
complete line of motorcycles, clothing and 
accessories, including a reprint of a Cycle 
road test on a used 125 Qualifier. 

(102) Haynes Publications: Fifty-page catalog 
of do-it-yourself motorcycle workshop man- 
uals and general and special interest motor- 
cycle books. 

(103) Bel-Ray: Color brochure of motorcycle 
lubricants detailing features, specifications 
and application procedures. 

(104) Bell Helmets: Color fold-out brochure 
presenting line of helmets and accessories 
and describing special features of each. 
(105) Branch Products: Twenty-page catalog 
of valves, camshafts, air cleaners, carburetor 
kits and components and more; with tuning 
information; photos, diagrams and descrip- 
tions of parts. 

(106) BMW: Two fold-out color brochures on 
1978 motorcycles with specifications chart. 
(107) Cycle Sound Systems: Two-color bro- 
chure describing Radio Housings for popular 
fairings; leaflet with suggested radio list and 
“helpful hints.” 

(108) Lectron: Four-page color brochure that 
illustrates, diagrams and describes the parts 
and product benefits of the Lectron Carbure- 
tor; includes tuning information. 

(109) Vetter: Full-color catalog of complete 
1978 line of motorcycle accessories. 

(110) Dunlop: Ten-page color brochure of 
street, enduro, trials and motocross tires; tips 
on tire maintenance; technical data chart. 


For any of the above information circle ap- 
propriate number on a coupon at right! 


NOVEMBER 1978 


Here’s how you can get additional information concerning products and services 
advertised in this issue, the New Products Editorial Section, and the listing on this 


page: 

1. Clip one of the coupons. Print, or type, your name and address as 
indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 

2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the 
number at the bottom of the advertisement, New Product listing, or 
next to the item in our brochure listing on which you wish further 
information. 

3. Enclose 25é to cover our processing costs. Your name will be for- 
warded to each company from whom you have requested further 


information: Listed companies will mail out literature as they deem 
appropriate. 
4. Mail Coupon and 25é to: Cycle 
P.O. Box 2904 


Clinton, lowa 52732 
5. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for receipt of literature and information. 


[eo SSS SE re CELL See) 
CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 Don't Forget ¢ 
EXPIRES ^ January 31, 1979 CC11/78 A Quarter 2 5 
For Processing 














Name 
Address. : - 
City a 
State - _ Zip Code — C EHE 
For information on items circle numbers below. AC 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 7 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 
40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 
53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 
66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 
79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 
93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 
Tis; — 129 C Please send me 12 issues of Cycle for $4.99 and bill me. 
el aE marine) LABES Sa 
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ENGINEERING 


PERFORMANCE 
COMPANY 
FOR ALL 
SUPERBIKES 


Honda, Kawasaki Yamaha. and Suzuki 


When it comes to motorcycle performance, there's one company that does it all... RECS 
ENGINEERING. We established our reputation on the drag strip and now we're a total performance 
company offering a wide variety of performance parts and accessories for all the Super Bikes including 
Kawasaki, Honda, Yamaha, and Suzuki. 

R.C. Performance Products are the result of painstaking research, endless dyno tests, constant 
race track evaluation, and superb quality control. Remember, if you’re looking for Super Bike 


performance, you're looking for /;3,(€, ENGINEERING. 





MA 
Send $2.00 for Catalog to 4}@, ENGINEERING nee 
16216 SOUTH MAIN ST., DEPT. A, GARDENA, CALIFORNIA 90248 Phone: 213/327-6858 


CIRCLE NO. 36 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





BMW R100S May 1977* 
.. August 1977 
January 1978 
May 1977 

... March 1977** 
.... March 1978 
....August 1978 
July 1978 
October 1977 
February 1977** 
May 1977** 
March 1977*, March 1978 
April 1977* 

April 1977* 

June 1977 

... September 1977 

.. September 1977 

.. September 1977 
February 1978 

.... March 1978 

April 1978 

May 1978 

July 1978 

September 1978 
Husqvarna 360 Automatic January 1977** 


Bultaco 250/370 Fronteras 
Can-Am 175/250 ... 


Ducati Desmo 900 
Harley-Davidson 250MX 
Hercules 250 Enduro 





CB400T |... 
CB400T II . 


CM185T. 
CR250R. 


June 1977 
.December 1977 
June 1978 
.October 1978** 
May 1977** 
February 1977** 
November 1978 
December 1977 
... February 1978 
.... March 1978 


KTM 400 MC5 
Kawasaki KZ400 
KZ1000 


Factory Sales: Kerker Exhaust Systems 

A division of Kendick Engineering, Inc. 
7900 Deering Ave./Canoga Park, CA 91304 
213-999-3060 


Or for full details see your dealer 

or contact Racecrafters Int'l 

7801 Canoga Ave./Canoga Park, CA 91304 
213-999-3811 


The high performance 
exhaust system designed 
to fit high performance 
motorcycles. 


. September 1978* 
October 1978 
June 1978 
August 1977 
June 1977 


Send $2 for catalog, patch, & decal 
Laverda 1200 Jota to Kendick Engineering, Inc. 

Moto Guzzi 850 Le Mans 
Penton 250 MC6 Enduro 


Suzuki GS400 
HUNT ALUMINUM BRAKE DISCS 
6096 LIGHTER THAN STEEL 


ne DEVELOPED AND PROVEN UNDER 
"m ACTUAL RACING CONDITIONS. PLASMA 
" COATING AND TOLLERANCES DERIVED FROM 
Es AEROSPACE TECHNOLOG Y. 
USED BY CHAMPIONS: KENNY 
ROBERTS, STEVE BAKER, SKIP ASKAND, 
STEVE EKLUND, ETC. 
AVAILABLE FOR MOST 
MOTORCYCLES 
DEALERS DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
PLASMA PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS INC. 
1760 CRENSHAW BLVD. 
TORRANCE, CA 90501 


March 1977* 

.. September 1977 
.... December 1977 
January 1978 

.... March 1978 

.... May 1978 

.... July 1978 





SP/DR370. 
GS750EC... 
PE175 
RM125C ... 
RM100C 
Yamaha IT175 


.. September 1978 ** 
October 1978** 
.November 1978 

July 1977* 

.... May 1977 
May 1977** 

. February 1977* 
March 1977 
April 1977* 
January 1978 

... February 1978 
... February 1978 
.November 1977 
April 1978 

April 1978 

.. June 1978 

.... July 1978 


XS400D ..... 
XS360-2D . 


XS750-2D . 
(213) 775-8319 





AMI TRAINS OUTBOARD & STERN DRIVE MECHANICS 


“November 1978 F783130 ^ = SEND MORE INFORMATION TO = —— — — 1 


: November 1978 
Listed above are Road Tests Reports which 


have appeared in Cycle since January, 
1977. Those marked with an asterisk have 
been reprinted and are available. Reprints 
with one asterisk (*) are $1; double as- 
terisks (**) are $1.50. Minimum order $3. 
Tests not marked with asterisks are not 
available; they are listed here simply for your 
reference. Order from CYCLE Reprints, 
P.O. Box 278, Pratt Station, Brooklyn, NY 
11205. Residents of CA, CO, DC, FL, IL, MI, 
MO, NY STATE, and VT add applicable 
sales tax. Outside U.S.A. add $2 per order. 


NOVEMBER 1978 





If you are willing to work hard for 


| NAME 


ten weeks, AMI can turn | STREET 


you into a Certified 
Marine Mechanic. 


Professional L— 


marine industry 
people know we 
/ turn out the best! 


Send in this coupon today! 
Be a Certified Marine 


Mechanic. 


CITY. 
STATE 
PHONE[. 


1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD = DAYTONA BEACH,FL. 32014 
APPROVED © CALL TOLL FREE (800)874-0645 
FOR VETS e IN FLORIDA CALL (904)255-0295 


AMERICAN 
MARINE 
INSTITUTE 














i 











Look for your local BMW dealer in the Yellow Pages, or write for our fine brochure. U.S. Importer: Butler & Smith, Inc., 
Dept. C-069, Norwood, NJ 07648/Compton, CA 90224. Canada: BMW Motorcycle Distributors, Ontario. 











2 America’s No. 1 selling 
cycle polish... im- 
-n t ported from Germany. 


Excellent for alumi- 


Y e. num, magnesium, 
Í » 
UNS E : 


Available at your favorite cycle 
shop. If not, order direct — 
$2.05 per tube, 3 for $6.00 





COMPETITION CHEMICALS 
P.O. Box 141 e lowa Falls, Ilowa 50126 


DEALERS: Write for 
FREE sample. 


ROAD RACERS — CAFE RACERS 
RD350/400, Honda, Kaw, Suz & others 


Road Race/Cafe fairings, seats, tanks, pipes, tires, 
RR boots & gloves, Special tools & 
hardware, racing brakes and 

many other hard to find items. 


New 1978 Catalog $1.00 





Racers Supply, Dept Cycle 
6959 Van Nuys Blvd., VN, CA. 91405 


THE FINEST MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 
IN THE WORLD . The finest custom 


made leathers for the 
G pleasure or sport rider. 
5 Factory. direct only. 


Catalog available. 
Send $1.00 for NEW CATALOG 


feathers 
(Refund on first order) 


2443 S.E. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 





Start an erecting carwenara.. 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC 


AMS “THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF 
Fal THE PROFESSIONALS" 


-4 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS, INC. 


GO WITH THE WINNERS ! 


If you’re serious about becoming a top-notch 
motorcycle mechanic you'll want the best possible 
training available. You can't afford second best 
and neither can we. If you think you have what it 


takes to become a grogessional . . . 
Call Toll Free 1-800-423-4678 


Calif. Residents Call Collect (213) 944-0123 


OR MAIL COUPON 
RESIDENCE SCHOOL HOME STUDY 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE SCHOOLS 
10025 Shoemaker Ave. e Santa Fe Spgs, Ca 90670 
NAMES tas ss RU r3 9. 02$" SAGE EES 


ADDRESS ee 
Street City State Zip 


PHONE CY11 
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KAWASAKI KZ1000.. Continued from page 31 
roll-yaw maneuvers typical of early-Sev- 
enties big bikes, and it never scared us. 
But somewhere, in the elaborate melding 
of suspension characteristics, weight dis- 
tribution, center of gravity, chassis re- 
gidity and possibly even wheel stiffness, 
there is that persistent gremlin. 

We found the bike's brakes—especially 
the front—to be good (although on occa- 
sion noisy). The '78 KZ carries its alumi- 
num caliper behind the left slider, and 
there is exactly the right number of front 
wheel brake discs—one. The street-per- 
formance advantages of double-fronts 
have always escaped us. Work out the 
size relationship between bike and brake 
area, take some care with the hydraulic 
relationship between master cylinder and 
caliper, and a single disc can generate 
more stopping power than the front tire 
could possibly transmit—without an un- 
sprung weight penalty which can amount 
to as much as 15 pounds, and which can 
put suspension burdens on precisely 
those motorcycles least able to cope with 
them. Double discs can provide a given 
amount of braking. power with less lever 
pressure (although more lever travel) than 
a single disc, and brake pads wear out 
exactly half as fast—we'll grant that. But 
more unsprung weight means the front 
wheel is less capable of tracking through 
bumps without special attention to spring- 
ing and damping rates, and that kind of 


YAMAHA TT50QE......Continued from page 57 
over, the soft, easily-compressed suspen- 
sion combines with the average amount 
of ground clearance (9.0 inches) to pose 
problems over logs and rocks. 

It is really only in wide-open, cross- 
country use that the Yamaha's virtues 
truly become apparent. Generally, the 
rider is prone to run at higher speeds; the 
TT is in its element at moderately high 
speed over fairly smooth ground. Either 
third, fourth or fifth gear can be selected 
for any speed from 30 to 50 mph. Power is 
always on tap, and the rider merely needs 
to crack the throttle for a feet-up slide of 
any length he chooses. Where the DR370 
is the Prince of Wheelies, the TT500 is 
definitely the Slide King. 

In smooth cross-country use the sus- 
pension performs adequately. One must 
not forget, though, as he rides briskly 
cross country, that the suspension cannot 
handle rough terrain properly. Meeting 
whoops, holes or drop-offs unexpectedly 
usually bottoms the fork and shocks, and 
the rear suspension units especially do 
not like to be bottomed. There is so much 
weight—and so much of it located in the 
rear—that the bike side-hops easily. 

In wide-open riding two disappointing 
handling traits which are not apparent on 
the trail become very noticeable. With the 
increased cross-country speeds, the tell- 
tale signs of abundant swing-arm flex 
appear. Over rough ground at 40 miles 
per hour or above, and particularly. over 





attention seldom helps ride quality. 

Speaking of which, the KZ has some. 
Although its fork sliders and swing arm 
are not permitted to react to every little 
pavement hickey and nuance (as it is the 
case with the GS and XS), suspension 
compliance is just exactly what you'd 
want on a bike like this: limber enough for 
painless freeway work yet not so sloppy 
as to confuse the issue in the mountains. 
It could be more softly sprung, more gen- 
tly damped and offer more total suspen- 
sion travel—like the GS1000—but it 
doesn't have the. GS's chassis strength 
and probably couldn't get away with it, 
and besides, then it would have the GS's 
cornering clearance limitations. 

We like the damn KZ; we like how it 
does what it does, and it can do a lot. 
Folks win Superbike Production champi- 
onships on it, take it to the drags and 
make Top Fuelers out of it, set records by 
the page at the Bonneville Salt Flats, jack 
it up with turbochargers and load it down 
with touring gear. To the best of our 
knowledge it has endured now for six 
years without a pandemic weakness of 
one kind or another. It is accomodating, 
versatile, gritty and complete, and if its 
acceleration figures are no longer a favor- 
ite barroom topic, neither is anyone won- 
dering if it'll get him home. It has, almost 
unnoticed, evolved into a minor modern 
classic. King no more, perhaps—but an 
instrument of real value. e 


ruts nearly parallel to the bike's forward 
motion, the swing arm twists from side to 
side. Also, on fast fireroads the 30.5- 
degree rake does not provide enough 
straight-line stability: the handlebar wob- 
bles to and fro and the wheel wanders. 

Designers of the TT have paid careful 
attention to detail. The large, soft seat is 
comfortable for hours of riding. The 
block-type, spring-loaded chain tensioner 
is effective and durable. A massive skid 
plate protects the engine cases, the front 
down-tube (which is also the oil reservoir) 
and the engine's various external oil lines. 
Primarily to reduce weight, the brake 
backing plates and the clutch side cover 
are magnesium. The oiled-foam air clean- 
er is easy to remove. 

People purchase the Yamaha TT500 
mainly because it offers loads of power. 
And it's no coincidence that having a ton 
of power is an important reason for pur- 
chasing any big, four-stroke playbike. But 
good suspension and less weight could 
only make a decent bike better. To the 
delight of every closet thumper fanatic 
and all who fondly remember the dawn of 
dirt riding, more four-stroke playbikes are 
coming. As 1978 closes, the TT500 is for 
many the most fun simply because it 
offers the most power. But more Sunday 
riders are discovering that the good tradi- 
tional idea of four-strokes can be mated to 
really contemporary frames and long- 
travel suspension. Maybe Yamaha will act 


on that idea in 1979. © 
CYCLE 
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"Balanced Performance; 


part three. 
BMW redefines 
the touring motorcycle. 





The search has always been for 
the "ultimate" trip and the "ultimate" 
machine to take you there. 

And from the first, discerning 
riders have bought the BMW and then 
added a variety of touring accessories. 
Allin quest of this “ultimate.” 

But when it came down to 
creating the “ultimate” long-distance 
runner, our engineers have always 
known they could do our riders one 
better. Because they could design 
every facet of their factory-conceived 
tourer to complement our balanced 
performance concept. And so give the 
touring rider our finest touring quali 
ties— comfort, reliability, simplicity, 

eee capacity — 

a4 Without any 

| sacrifice in 
ME handling, 
E power or 

Ss EE styling. 

The EE is cee now. The BMW 
R100RT. The most exciting touring 
machine we have ever offered, and the 
natural extension of our fine line of 
touring machines. A motorcycle that 
embodies our well-respected balanced 
performance: “a unique combination of 
lightness, low weight concentration, 
long-travel suspension, engineered sim- 
plicity, and low-end torque.” A mo- 
torcycle that really cuts out new terri- 
tory in terms of how civilized a touring 
machine can be. 

The R100RT fairing is a new 
frame-mounted design that features all 
the aerodynamic “slipperiness” of our 
RS Integral Cockpit Fairing, but with 
much greater coverage to protect 
hands, face, and body. We've even 
created a variable-position windscreen, 
so you can “tune” the fairing to pro- 
vide optimum comfort and efficiency 
relative to your riding position and 
road speeds. 

Of course, a full fairing makes 
riding more comfortable in all seasons. 





To ensure your comfort in warm 
weather, however, the R100R'T has 
movable air vents that are also aimable. 
You can direct the cool air where you 
want it. Add to that new long: 
distance handlebars, a super-comfort- 
able seat, a heel-toe shifter, and you're 
on your way. 

What you take with you on a 
tour is just as important as the great 
tourer that takes you there. So the RT 
has two lockable, spacious compart- 
ments in the fairing. And comes 
equipped standard with our finest 
quick-release touring luggage. 

Naturally, we develop our full 
line of motorcycles even as we evolve a 
new model. For example, all 1979 
BMWs have a new drive shaft torsion 
damper for smoother power transfer. 
An automotive-type distributor pro- 
vides ever-reliable ignition. New 
switches give the latest in fingertip 
control. 

Of course, the entire line of 
BMW motorcycles comes with our in- 
comparable long-travel suspension, 
brilliant cues halogen headlight, 12 

x month unlim- 
ited mileage 
warranty: in 
short, all the 
features that 

sean make BMW 
the most respected name in the business. 

Visit your BMW dealer. Take a 
look at the kind of touring machine 
only a group of dedicated factory engi- 
neers could develop, the R100RT. In 
red smoke metallic. See the sports 
R100RS, the cafe racer R1008, the 
exciting full line, all the great new colors. 

And remember, everything 
that makes our “balanced performance” 
so great comes on every machine we 
sell. Sono matter which BMW you 
buy, you're getting everything that 
has made the name famous. 
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BITS M S SR Continued from page 20 
e Suzuki Wins At Suzuka: One million yen 
was distributed among the top riders at 
an eight-hour endurance race held in 
Hamamatsu, Japan on July 30. The sky- 
rocketing value of the yen, which made 
the purse equal to more than $50,000, 
attracted several American teams to the 
3.75-mile Suzuka race track. Seventy 
thousand spectators came for a chance 
to watch the World Champion Endurance 
Team of Christian Leon and Jean Chem- 
arin (Hon RCB) battle the Americans, who 
rarely make an appearance in Japan. 

Honda Motor Co., owners of the 
Suzuka track, sponsored the event in part 
to debut the Honda CBX as an endurance 
racer. Reg Pridmore and Ron Pierce were 
to ride the Honda, but Pridmore experi- 
enced front brake problems and crashed 
vigorously during practice, breaking his 
shoulder and some ribs. Pierce then 
teamed with a Japanese rider. 

Qualifying saw Dave Emde (Yam TZ- 
750) turn an excellent 2:19 lap time to 
earn the pole position. Mike Baldwin 
(Suz), with a 2:21, secured second. Wes 
Cooley and Baldwin, aboard a Yoshimura 
Suzuki GS1000, grabbed the lead early in 
the race and began turning laps at an 
average of two minutes, 29 seconds. After 
one hour, Cooley still had the lead, but 
Emde was only seven seconds back. 
Chemarin was two minutes down from the 
leader's pace. On the 67th lap the Leon 
Chemarin team developed engine trouble 
and dropped out. The Sugimoto/Emde 
team, with their TZ modified to meet en- 
durance race rules, continued to run 
strong but could not reel in the GS1000. 
During the fourth hour the Yoshimura 
Suzuki team had to change tires. Despite 
some problems with the front axle en- 
countered during the change, they main- 
tained the lead. The Pierce/Fujimoto 
team worked up through the ranks to 
twelfth in the final laps. Cooley and Bald- 
win adopted a save-the-bike strategy, 
kept their laps consistent and dropped 
only about two seconds down from their 
all-out-racing times, and went on to win 
the race in eight hours, two minutes, five 
seconds. Results: 

1 W. Cooley/M. Baldwin (Suz) 194 laps 
21. Sugimoto/D. Emde (Yam) 190 laps 

3 G. Crosby/T. Hutton (Kaw) 188 laps 
4H.Yamana/T.Hakamata (Suz)184laps 
5 M. Tokuno/T. lwamichi (Kaw) 182 laps 
€ Chameleon Numbers: In the hands of a 
skillful juggler, statistics can be made to 
prove that anything from an elevator to a 
rocket ship is the safest form of transpor- 
tation invented by man. In a recent press 
release the American Motorcycle Asso- 
ciation resisted the temptation to draw 
premature conclusions from a newly 
compiled batch of apparently ominous 
statistics. 

In 1977, the AMA has learned, the ratio 
of motorcycle fatalities per 10,000 regis- 
trations has risen about 20 percent na- 
tionwide. Earlier, the National Highway 
108 











Traffic Safety Administration predicted 
that the repeal of helmet laws in some 
states would result in a rapid increase in 
fatalities; there are undoubtedly some jug- 
glers who would immediately focus on the 
1977 statistics to prove their theory. In 
fact, the ratio has increased for all types of 
vehicles. Also confusing theorists are 
these facts: a 71 percent ratio increase in 
Georgia was recorded and a 43 percent 
ratio increase in New York, both of which 
had mandatory helmet laws in effect dur- 
ing the study period; California and llli- 
nois, two states which did not have a 


helmet law during the study period, were 
the exceptions to the general rise and had 
decreasing fatality ratios. 

Open-minded observers of the situation 
note that there are other possible causes 
for the general rise in fatalities per number 
of registered vehicles. First, the nation- 
wide 55-mph speed limit is becoming 
more and more flagrantly ignored. Next, 
road conditions have generally worsened 
after the unusually harsh winter of 1976- 
77; potholes and road debris pose a 
greater hazard to cyclists than to drivers. 
Also, some states list moped fatalities with 
motorcycle statistics, and moped sales 
have been rapidly increasing. 
€ Women's Nationals: Each year more 
women begin competing in all forms of 
motorcycle racing. This year's Women's 
Nationals, to be held at Carlsbad Race- 
way, California, on October 28th and 29th, 
combine two different types of dirt events 
to determine a National Champion. Satur- 
day, the 28th, the women will compete in 
Grand Prix events—two pro classes and 
an amateur-class event. Sunday, two pro 
classes, two amateur classes and a 
novice field will race motocross. Also in 
keeping with tradition, there is an exhibi- 
tion "pit tootsie" race in which boyfriends 
and groupies get to show their style. © 
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| The most sensible 
| motorcycle luagage you can buy. 








Now the rest of dour bike can show thé same Kind of outstanding "Gives As You Go" fara G zat Ride iN 
design that made the Vetter name famous ih the first place; 3esides the aod looks and practical atorage, Vetter lugo y 
Vetter Floating Mount Saddle Bags | provides i revolutionary Hew "Floating Monnt” syster that: 


isolates capded weight and helps absorly iMd. 
dampen oscillation, ft moves, not your 
| motorcycle, Next time you see Vetter Saddle! 
b Baas or a Tail Trunk, aive ther a Kl 
| You'll see atid feel what we mean 
| Vetter 36-Litre Tank Hag | 071 


Here's what saddle bags were always meant tthe, T enounl 

to swallow a bia helmet daty ver shaped with enoligh cornering 

( larine to pass AMA Road Racing requirements, | 

hey ne óndled forward, to coax extra pounds toward the 

center of Vour bike, Theyre eM on, easy alf) loclewith theléame 4 
key as the door, and fit independently, of your urn sianal) | 
olor matched doors swing down to faato position, so things: | Mietet the tank bag you always wished) 

don't (alto the around, i P zs /'doebedy would make. Fuge, carmi: ini 
| Metter, Floating Mount Bait Tank | 5 weight amidships, and the fully fleeced iii 
/Füpside, uou aet the bestdookdng and most servic enable storage 7 ur mains bottom protects your tank, Te Hits up Lot és 
on the road, In fact; the Verter Tall Trunk is Actually an ice y 29 qas (up, And has a waterproof campartinent! 











Jr cehest; Bailtda unbilié Al cord plugs into vou moloreude's lo keemedlothes de! Convenient too, tarty i by 

(lic celectricifisustem to provide gide Nakts and additional rear, band or butts bullbWtbagdkepack harness. li 
stop and titning lights, Addit fits almost any brand of higaange All of a sudden, there doesn't seem to be any other i 
rae ki while providing n baclaest for ww passenger j motorvele luggage worth having, à 
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